Sunday
August ‘1, 1999

Come one, come alk: It's
Family Day in Heritage
Park on Farmington Road
in Farmington Hills.

Have fun and food noon-6
p.m. The Farmington His-
torical Museum is also
open 1-5 p.m.

MONDAY.

Crulsin': Co-hosted by The
Pasta Stop and Page’s
Food and Spirits, all car
enthusiasts are invited to
attend Cruise the Grand
5-9 p.m. in the parking lot
on the southwest corner of
Grand and Farmington.

Animal-mania: Downtown
Farmington’s Summer
Fun Series closes its sea-
son with a petting zoo at
10:30 a.m. and noon
Wednesday, Aug. 4, under
the tent in the Downtown
Farmington Shopping -
Center. Carousel Acres
brings a variety of farm
animals for kids to view
and pet. Parents, of
course, are welcome.

_ Ml there: Evelyn Homan, a patient at Botsford Hospital's Rehabilitation
Department, gets a big kiss from Wendel us he niahes his rounds among
the patients. .

B
‘Fhoy wore the “doctors” from: Doctor inj:

of Far Hilly, an tion which
provides dogs and cats trained and certified

BY RICHARD PEARL
BTAFF WRITER
rposriCoshomecamm.nat

E !mghwr js the best medicine, but smiling

isn't far behind, judging from the happy
ncos of patients this week in Botsford

1's 20-bed Rohabilitation Depart-

ment.

TFuesday's cose of the gring was caused by
a pack of four-legged “physicians” moking
rounds without giving shots, poking or prod-
ding bady parts or asking any. iony.

rohab patients.
“Instear} of prescribing medicine, thoy.are.
the medicine,” said Kathryn Baoriz, Botaford

Making the rounds
B msz--j

in pet-pesisted thorapy for tho hospital’s”
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- Saying goodbye
Not easy when co-workers
are like family
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Autos H1 After answering the phone for 20 years, Dorothy  quet of well-wishes, angwered

H Savage found that it's hard to hang it up. phones in the middle of city
_ _Home & Sorvice ue Savage, 72, has retired as a receptionist in Farm-  hall's reception area.

Jobs Gl ington Hills City Hall, where they estimate she may She served s an information

‘Woman safe
after escape
from robbers

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BIAF? WRITER
loronpor@oe.homecomm.not

A woman anid she tumbled out of a slow-
moving car to escape armed robhers in a
Farmington Hills shopping center Thurs-
day afternoon. .

The victim, & 33-year-old Detroit woman,
didn"t sustain any injuries, Police found her
crying hysterically in thé doorway of
KohY's, shortly from the incident took place
in the Target Plazn Shopping Ceonter on
Grand River Avenue, b

Pollee have no suspects but immediately
recovered the car at a nearby apartment
complex. .

. “It's an unfortunatc incident,” said Hilla
police Chief Bill Dwyer. “What tho original
intont of the carjnckers was, we're not
oxactly sure,” 0 .

Around 4:20 p.m., a man shovod the
woman onto the back seat of her 1999 red
Lexur as she was londing items, She had
been shopping at Target and d to

have answered nearly a million calls during her
tenure. . . .

Ca-workers and officinls as well as family feted the
~yoice of Fnvmington Hills” during a reception Thurs-
day in City Council Chambers.

“She's like the gatekeeper,” said Pem Wright, a sec-
retary in the City Manager's Office.

Savage,-who reccived two.dozen rodes and a bou-

center for visitors, a cheerful face
to regulars and a compassionate
ear for those {rustrated or con-
fuscd,

Before voice-mail and direct

switchboard,

dial, Savage answered 1,000 calls 2 day on the

Phones rang non-stop from 8:30 a.m. until her

\ .
BY LARRY C'CONNOR
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foconnordos.homecomm.net

A petition drive has fallen
short to put the recently
enacted Farmingten Hills
bike helmet ordinance on thn
November ballot.

That means kids under 18
are now required to have a
helmet when biking, in-line
skating or sk di

© 1902 llomeTown Communlcations Neiwork, Ioe,

Time to

failed to garner enough mEnu-
tures to put the issue on the
% lot. So helmets are now the law.
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] Opponents of the Farmington
Hills bike helmet ordinance have

bal-

B ‘We falt we brouglit
an Issue - alhelt &

small Issue - te the
attention of the peo- .
pio of what thelr gov-
ernmeont was doing.":
Robert Igrisan
—Spearheaded petition
cffort

ding.

Those who don't face o
warning or a $6 ticket, which
will be dismissed if the parent
shows n helmet hana been
acquired, Hills police say.

The dendline pussed at 4:3¢
p-m. Thursday. A group head-
ed by Hilla resident Robert
Igrisan needed 4,300 signo-
turcs to suspend the ordi-
nance until voters could have
a say in November.

“That's it,” City Clerk
Kathy Dornan said. “The ordi-
nance goes into effect.”

The group netted between
2,200-2,400 signaturesn,
roughly half the amount need-
ed, during the past 45 days.

Igrisan’s group only includ-
ed o handful of volunteers and
had no financial backing. The
task wae enlightening as

much as it was formidable,
the nttorney said.

“We're very happy with the
response of the people,”
igrisan said. “We were
plensed to provide an opportu-
nity for people to communi-
cato with their government.

“We felt we brought an
tague ~ albeit o small issue ~
to the attention of the people
of what their government was
doing.”

Igrisan’s group didn't
oppose children wearing pro-
tective helmets, but what it
termed “feel good” nature
behind the legistation that led
to its passing.

In June, Farmington Hills
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Remember when? Dorothy Savage, at right, tells a few
stories about her 20 years at the city switchboard to
Marilyn Richardson and Assistant Chief Richard
Niemisto.

break at 10 a.m., she said. Savage would arrive earli;

er to brace for the onslaught.

BY RICHARD PEARL
. STAFP WRITER

her cor parked in the southcast lot when

the man approached from behind. .
As he pushed hor, the man said “Get into

the car.” She started to'kick at the man,
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“Toachers and coaches have
always been my heroes, and that
will never change,” Richard B.
(Rick) Jones vawed on Wednesday.

Janes, a popular toacher and
conch, himself, at his own alma
mater, North Farmington High
Schaol, spoke those worda after
becoming the first North graduate
sver to be nnmed ita principal.

The youthful looking 50-year-old
educator, who also has been North
assistant principal four of the 12

ZTATT PHOTU Y pLonr =

Popular: North Farmington football players (from left) Zach
Lessway, Ron Chika and Brian Lafer congratulate Richard
(Rick) Jones on his appointment as principal.

Alumnus takes the helm

yenrs since he returncd to the
school from a post in Florida, was
i 1 a 1 inci

. Y as p
Wednesday afternoon by the board

of education, X

Noting the very approciative
standing-room-only crowd at Farm-
ington Public Schools district hend-
quarters, Superintendent Dr. C.
Robert Maxfield Jr. snid it was “an
unprecedented number of faculty,
studenta and friends” for such an
ovent, while veteran bourd member
R. Jick Inch drew laughs when he
said of the appinuse for Jones,
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Cattleman’s

he can relate to crisis

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
TAFF WRITER
loconunor@oe.homecomm.net

High-profile health alerts like the
hepatitis A outbreak traced to a Farm-
ington Hills eatery leave symptoms
long after ilinesses go away.

An owner of o former Farmington
market can relate to what proprictors
at Roosevelt's Bor and Grill are going
through. The Hills catery on 12 Mils
and Orchard Lake is believed to be the
source of several reported Hepatitis A
coses.

County health officials cited an air
condenser at Cottleman’s Market in
Farmington ea the source of bacteria
whose airborne transmission led to a
Legionnaire’s discasa outbreak in 1996,

A civil suit is pending in Oakland
County Circuit Court over the 1896
qutbreak in which four people died and .

. 30 becama il

The same law firm, Thurawell,
Chayct & Weiner in Southfield, is han-
dling that case as well ns recent suits
nlready filed ngainst Roosevelt’s.

The Cattleman’s store in Uptown
Plaza closed December 1997.

Cattleman’s officials said snles vol-
ume was down before the outbreak, but
publicity from the Legionnaire's out-
break didn't help,

“It almost broke me,” said Marcus
Rohtbart, Cattleman's owner who atill
operates stores in the Detroit metro
arca. “I feel bad about anybody {who
gocs through this); I feel bad about the
peoplo whe got sick. I feel bad about
the business.”
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owner says:

Media reports unintentionally make
such outbreaks sound as if they're
caused on purpose, Rohtbart said. “No
onc does this intentionally,” he added.,

In Roosevelt's case, Farmington Hills
police weren't so sure at first.

Authoritics investigated whether o
former cook who was described as dis-
gruntled played a role in the hepatitis
A outbreak at Roosevelt's, By Friday,
Hills police Chief Bill Dwyer called the
reports “unlikely.”

Hills police inveatigators got invelved
after a report surfoced Wednesday that
a farmer employee may have tampered
with food. °

An employee, who has since quit,
told Westland police she heard a scc-
ond-hand account from a cook, who
said o purposety d g
onto food to get back at management.,

Investigators becnme wary of the
report after checking health depart-
ment charts and interviewing past and
current employees.

No one clse could verify or heard
rumors about the alleged incident,
Dwyer said, Five employces are among
those who have become ill. 3

Ag of Friday afternoon, Oakland
County Health Department officials
confirmed 29 cases.

“If you're going to do it ns an act of
revenge, you'd have to do it several
times, not just one rondom act,” Dwyer
said. It docsn't ndd up at thia point.”

Roosevelt’s owners hnve been cooper-
ative and helpful during the joint
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