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: et’sglveEnglercredlt Detroit should settle

when he deserves some | for only the very best

"
¥

hnve.li bias that jan't universally popular
in Michigan. T think the state should do
good things for kids who study, work hard,

of'the “something for nothing” montality,

X A’nd 80 I waa doubly delighted when Gov,
Jobn Engler came up with a plan for up to
$3,000 in Michigan Merit Award Schalar-
dhipa for any kid who passed the seventh
grade MEAP toats (8500) and the 11th grade
MEAP tests ($2,500),

MEAP but scored in tho top 25 percent on a
tional dard, colloge admissions test.)

Mouuy'wuu!d come from the stato’s $8 bil-

*{ Mon settlement with the wicked tobacco com-

the pocleats of taxpayers or the bread of tho

toge tuition, adjusted for inflation, hog
upled since tho Plei epoch, when

‘bértain maasure of economic justice in
Eingler’s Merlt program, :

in giving kids an incentive to take the MEAP

tests, which aro more intelligent, rélying on
blem solving and i , than tho

xtunt] tedta they inflicted when I was in high

00l ¢ :
“The Senate passed it 33-5 on June 9 and
tho House concurred 75-27 on June 10. The .
.only aroa reps voting no were Bob Gosadli
R-Troy, Ruth Ann Jamnick, D-Ypsilanti; To
elly, D-Wayné, and Lynne Martinez, D- -
Lansging, They did so for tho wrong regsons.
‘Baid Gosgelin, who i taking'over the old
Pave Jaye-Margarot O'Connor role of voting

ing tho
dponsored” teat. -

been doing since 1837 when Michigan led-the
‘pation in guaranteeing a free publi¢ educa-*

" Hign and establishing a department that™'
‘would set knowledge and téacher standards.

a atudent’s knowledge; the MEAP is not a
teat taken by all Michigan studenta; and

! take the tosts and pass them, It's the opposito

(Tho House amended the plan, in HB 46€6, l
} to award scholarships to kids who didn't pss- N

paniea, The scholarships wouldn't come from

1 clawed my way through university. 8o I see

And Englor absolutely did the right thing - *

‘against everything: “The state is now impos-
FATTS h s g

_Actually, that's what the state should have

i“Jamnick of Ypsi: “The MEAP test is fatcly -
ntraversial as to its validity as a measure of

¢

COLUNAITT.

T RCHeR . |

these dolfars resulted Grom health care
issucs.” : e

Well, MEAP is controversial only among
.those who don't want good, tough tests of
what students actually know, As Phil Power
’has pointed out, for decaded we have been
hwarding kids dipl for sitting th !
of hours in classrosras, not for what they -

the MEAP tests, it's their choice; and if pri-

-..vate schoels don't adminiater MEAP tosts, it's

ybecause thoy're afraid their pupils can't meas

sureup, . : S

Martinez, a devotee of welfare, aaid the
money “should bo dedicated to helth caro
and tobacce provention programs.” *

She isn't satisfied that Michigan already . |
spends billions of its own texes and fedcral

:aid oh Modicaid, aid to familics with dopen-

* dent children, medical assistanco; disability,

assistanco, food stamps; child support collec-

* tion work, hatising assistance, family plan-
ning counseling, foster family care, tranai-
tional programs for youths exiting foster care,
rofugee services, Native American services
and migrant services. She represents the bloe
that won't be satisfied until atl $30 billion of
stato revenues go into welfare, -~ C

* From the foregoing, it’s cloar Engler tooka .-
lot 'of heat from both the right and left-wings: . -
of state politica. That is & rarity for 2 gover- * ~

nor whoae hidden agenda has been helpful to
the religious right and the Mackinae Center,
But let us give him credit where it is due.

retired from this newspaper.’

know, And if some public schoot students skip

=~ 4Fim Rithard is a freelanice writer who s~ - =

otroit’s renaissanco was visible Saturday
night.

On n suitry evening, when backyard barbe-
cues, water sports on suburban lakes and the
Detroit River, and air-conditionod movics
would seem more likely nctivities, crowds could
be secen on the roof-top bar of Second City,
known in summer s The Deck.

Pcople were queued up to get into the
roatorod State Theatre, Top coming attractions
blazed on the restored Fox Theatre's marquee.

I didn't ece them, but reports say plenty of
people turned out at the newly-opened tempos
rary headquarters of the MGM Grand Casino.

None of these were our destinntion.

My husband aend I, along with three other
couplos, attended n show at the re-located
Gem/Century Building where two theaters and
a have been ted within adja-
cent historic buildings. So I know the second of
the two Saturday night performances at the
Century's theater was all but sold out.

As wo parked in the convenicnt backyard
lot, we could see the framowork and tiera of
seata of the new Tigers stadium sketched
against the orange and pink hues of the sun
setting in a still-blue sky.

Then we walked along a bricked garden path
onto a terrace and up the ateps of the Century
Club to sce Forbidden Hollywood, a peppy,
well-done spoof of Hollywood stars and films,

We'd been to the Gem Theatre several timea,
The theater, originally built in 1927, was
roetored to its origino) Spanish Ravival-style
befors re-opening in 1891, But the Century
Club, built in 1903, is only rccently restored,

1

{ Juom ooren gemne

Pewabic tile from its Olympic-sized swims
ming pool is now inlaid in the bar fronts at thd
Century and on the water fountains of the
Gem. The glorious stained glass panels, created
by Charles J. Connick of Boston for ita chapel,
are inserted ot the peak of the staircase as you
ascend to the upsteirs theater and bar. And
wver 100 picces of furniture donated to the “Y?

by ita original members have been mﬁnishmi
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and grace both facilities. :

Lended glass doors and woodwork along with
three fireplaces were also rescued and appro-
printely used. One fireplace is a focal point of
the restaurant, which features what looks to be

turned into a restaurant, bar and cabarot-sty
theater. .

It, like the Gem, is a jowel.

All thanka to developer Chuck Forbes, who
was able ta salvage throe of four historic build-
ings that were in the line of fire of the new
Tigers and Lions stadiums and move them to
safoty. The third building, the 1936 Elwood
Bar and Grill, is currently being restored and
is expected to open next spring. Their preserva-
tion, unlike now casinos and stadiums, gives us
a tangible link to Detroit's post.

Although Forbes couldn’t aave the 160,000
square-foot Albert Kahn-designed YWCA, he
made o deal to remove furnishings and archi-
tectural itoms and relocate them . The Century
Club and the Gem Theatre are perfect back-
drops.

The Century's warm wood pancling and plaid
carpeting preserve the clubby atmosphere of
yesteryear, while open to all. But its most
nstounding feutures are what were plucked
from the “Y.”

avery i menu and jozz three nights a
week. An architectural balustrade from the top
of the “Y™ waos relocated to the front yard of the
Gem/Century, where it serves os its limestore
pillared fence.

The Gem and Century are tiny venues com-
pared with others on the city's agenda. But
they give us a big glimpse of our past and offer
quality fare.

As we fashion a new Detroit as the long-gone
centerpicce for our suburbs, they remind us
that once upon a time even the downtown
YWCA was first-class.

Detroit’s march toward reassuming its place
as a world-class city can’t settle for anything
less.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent, is a former managing editor of The
BEccentric Newspapers. You can commcent by
calling (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1997, faxing (248)
644-1314, or c-mailing jberne@att.ne?

A Master's
Degree Just
FOR YOU!
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You took the classes you had to take to earn your
bachelors degree and got started on building your career.
Now tnke the clagses you want to take, just for the love of
1 That's what

is all about. And that's

the point of the Master of Arts in Liberul Studies offered

Now you can enjoy the comfort of a low rate
from a company you can depend on —GMAC
Mortgage. We're backed by GMAC, America’s
leagler in auto financing for more than 80 years.
It's no wonder, then, that people put thelr trust
In us every day when they're looking to buy or
refinance a home.

Local Offies
Apply Over The Phone

To apply for this great rate, call today.

1.877.750.GMAC

-
Fast Credit Decisions
m'A $100,000 §$-yeat foan with 20% down st 6.75% (72495% AFR)

= with } t (57,0001 paid would resull i 150 monthly peyments of
et et of K8 e,

and inuraoce The
5-yeas fisad unierest of 675 (I7r4‘z)m.)r:‘ﬁ’w a hiyuted penod of Lime and Mortgage

e
T an e bl 759 wih o cloving 30 et Dt i
coly applies 1o bew w‘fmv C "?m ww"“:-":‘";h-'ﬂ-h-h-m
) 1) as & S ch
Teay Sainan Detralt Taylor Lansing Clarkston Grand Rapids
o s Plymowh  Ann Atbor  Kamuoo  Lake Orlon Clinton Township

by the University of Michigan-Dearborn.

It won't be casy, but our current students say it's
fascinating. The interdisciplinary courses will develop
your eritical thinking skills and intell 1 flexibility.
You will be ready to tackle new challenges, consider
carcer changes or just be more knowledgeable about |
subjects you were always curious about. And you'll be i
more knowledgeeble about yourself.

Courses in the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies |
program are offered during the evening, for your |
convenicrice.

From U of M-Dearbom |
aMaster of Arts in Liberal Studies |

Fnll term clussea atart September 7. For genoral |
information about UM-Dearborn'’s graduate programs, !
call (313) 6938-1494, or visit our website at \
wynvumd.cduimivigrad. We're located on ‘
Evergreen Road near Michigan Avenue, in Dearborn.

Visit the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies

bsite at www.umd . umich.edw/casl/mals.




