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It’s still a possibility

hy don’t __CASI!
we have * GONNECTION
cable

gompetition heru

in Farmington,
Farmington
Hille snd Novi?
I hear that ques-
tion  mlmost
every day. We
all see the bene-
{its of competi-

for SWOCC area

o Many who cailed our
offices or spoke up at
the Southwestern Oak-
fand Cablo Commission
pubtic kearing In Jan-
uary made a special
request for MediaOno
becauso thoy have rela-
tlves or friends In othor

G@P from page All

_few of them and ask them how they feel
about a few of the issucs. It really estab-
liahos & wonderful relutionship,” she said.

: one issuc hag d up t

Since gaining o soat on upgmpu;l:ttious, . P
at of M

STATE NEWS

will be heavily involved in, which is Oak.

land’s status ay a tax donor cuunty. Scmeo

Ouldand lawmakers are arguing that the

. county sends off to Lansing far more in tax
dollars thap it receives back in services.

Jahnson has roqueated reports from tho

Senante Fiscal Agency and the Department

and Budget to det

nctually does.

If an ability to sec the validity of differ-
ing sides of an argument doesn’t always
get ..ttention or hoadlines, Johnson insists

what the Jevel of deaation really is. She is
concerned that taxes paid by large corpo-
rations through their heedquarters in
Oalland, even though the tax liability was
generated at ontlets elsewhero in the
state, muy skew the pumbers to raake it
look like Ooklend donates more than it

it ia @ y to find renl sol up in

Lanaing.

~In approgvintions, you are really nego-
tinting with &)l gides, and with an admia-
istration that is constantly saying no. You
have to bo able to sse all sides. No ons can
be that certain,” she suid. "And T've never
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tion in other
products and
services, 50 we
expoct the same from cable.
Many feel that if there was a
gompetitor in our cities, we
would have lower cable rates
and more choices. Even if we
don’t sce those immediate

cities with MedlaOne
and have seen advan-
tagos over what they
now receive from Time
Warner Cable.

CAREN
COLLINS

issue that makes Livonia a great
place to live, work and raise a
family.”

Laure! Park has become the
cor of upscale develop
ment in that area, according to
Cindy Ciura, Schostak's vice
president of corporate market-
ing.

“They wanted upscale depart-
ment stores, housing ond we
were nble to provide all of that,”
Ciura ¢aid. “Now there are
dozens of fortune 500 companies
along that area.”

ful

marketing techniques, said Ken
Kelsey, Livonia Chamber of
Commerce board chairman.
“They don't call it a mall even
though you and I both know it's
a mal),” Kelsey said. “It's o thing

Laure] Park was in
setting a tone for future develop-
ment, and a lot had to do with its

to set ik Ives spart. It's good
marketing. Part of its success is
its central Jocation near I-276.

“That’s probably one of the
best areas to get to from ary-
where, including Detroit, Ann
Arbor, Southfield and Farming-
ton,” Kelsey soid. “They started

.out as a high-class placc and

they kept it that way.”

advantages, most consumers just
want a choice. .

» First you should know that we
wauld like to see competition too.
1n fact, it's written into tho con-
tract. The citics’ contract with

more than 40 cities. They have
also had discussions with our
cities. But Lo provide service
they muat abide by our ordi-
nances, tiate o tract and

Time Warner Cable is k
sive. That means any other
enble operator is welcome to
éome in, But we can't force them
to make that business decision.
1t’s up to the company.

© Now, the bad pews: there is
very little cable competition
across the country, In fact, there
was virtually no competition
whatsoever until the phone com-

-.-.panics got into the game

{Ameritcch, US West, etc).
Thaut’s because cable companies
just didn’t compete with each
other. Some say it's not finan-
cially viable, athers say it’s just
staying off each other’s turf.
But, for whatever reason, it just
didn’t happen.

Many who called our offices or
spoke up at the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission
(SWOCC) public hearing in Jan-
uary, made a special request for
MediaOne because they have rel-
atives or friends in other cities
with MediaOne and have scen
advantages over what they now
receive from Time Wurner Cable.
But, 1 can tell you right now that
‘there is no city in the country
that has a choice of both Time
Warner and MediaOne. Again,
that's because the cable compa-
nies aren’t competing head-to-
head.

But the phone companies are.
Here in the Metro Detroit arca,
Ameritech has agreements with

build a system. All that takes
time. And keep in mind, most of
those who have called, erying for
competition, waunt it to provide
Internet service because Time
Warner Cable docsn’t, But,
Americast docsu't offer Internet
service via cable either,

‘That's not to say that another
cable operator isn't a possibility.
Agoin our city representatives
are talking to Ameritech. And
there is so much going on nation-
ally, that I wouldn't be surprised
if things changed here as well,
For example, your friends with
MediaOne won't have that com-
pany much longer. Because of all
the national transfers, mergers
and acquisitions, MediaOne will
acon bo AT&T. Then that will
change to Comecast. And in
Northern Michigan, all the Bres-
nan systems will be Charter
Cable. Thot company also sub-
mitted transfer papers to Fenton
ond three other systems that are
currently o Time Warner entity.
Read the trades, and there's a
new announcement each week.

Caren Collins is the Executive
Director of the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission. The
next SWOCC meeting is 4:30
p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 10, at Farm-
ington City Hall. The next CAC
meeting is 7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept.
14, at SWOCC.
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FACTORY CLOSEQUTS!

12119 LeVan * Livonia

between Plymouth Road & Jefires Freowsy

1-734-591-6061 oxt. 226
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GOURMET CHINESE BESTAURANT
Featuring
- Autbentic HONG KONG Style Cooking
WorsdeeTod Tredifions] Favorites...Superb Yariely of Dicing 5
» LIVE £388, FODS/ED, smd CHAL ka
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pocislties
whs, COOKED TO ORDER -
FFo.am, « Sy.wta |
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PLYMOUTH AND MIDEAEBELT ROADS, LIVONIA ~ 734-522-4100

Sat., Aug. 7 NOON &

Where else, but...

MON. - SAT, 104 - 9ps4, SUN. Nam - 6m

« Register to win a 3-year lease on a 1999 lsuzu Rodeo
« Check out our hot fashion shows
featuring Ryan Lavery of "All My Children"

Old Navy Opens - Wed., Aug. 4
Fashion Shows in the new Food Court
plus free autograph signing by Ryan Lavery
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