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Piepavlng. The Civic Theatre will change hands Sept.
1.iThen renovations will be under way, including new
seats, rebuilt, expanded stage in the lower theater for
live entertainment and a larger concession stand.

Curtains open
on Civic’s facelift

BY HEATIER NEEDHAM
BTAFY WRITER

Farmington City Councll Mon-
day took another step toward
giving the nearly 60-yocar-old
Civic Thoeatre a facelift and
approved hiring a construction
manager to overnee more than
$300,000 worth of renovations,

Council voted unanimously to
bire M.K.A. Inc. of Wixom for
the project, which will include
installing new seuts, now
sereens, new concession stands
and first-floor bathrooms, among
othor things. Councilwoman
JoAnne McShane was absont,

M.K.A., which has overseon -

many theater renovations, will
handle the doy-tu-day operations
of the theater.

The estimated price tog is
$342,663 including a 5 porcent
manngor's fee. That fee camey
out to $16,312.60. It will be pald
out of the eity’s eapital finprove-
ments fund, but the city will
reimburse itaelfl through the sale
of ravenue bonds.

At its July 6 mecting, the city
council approved purchnsing the
theater and iy expected to closo
on the property Sept, 1. The con-
tract with M.K.A, Inc, also
begins Sept. 1.

But with holiday movies’
expected to hit theaters in mid-
Novembor, this puts M.K.A,
under a fairly aggressive sched-

ule,
City M. Frank Lauhoff
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said the goal was to complote the
first phase of renovations by
Nov. 16, No mora than one
acreen ut o time will be cloged
during the renovations.

Phase two, expected to be fin-
inhed by 2001, will involve tho
upper level of the theater,

The theater, which opened in

& The ostimated prico
tag ie $342,663 Includ-
Ing a 5-percont manag-
er's fee, That fae
comos out to
$16,312.50.

1940, was owned by Edward J.
Hohler until 1973, when ho
passed the business on to hia
son, Greg, who will run the the-
ater until Aug. 31. After strug-
gling to keep the business afloat,
he approached the city Inst year
to lot them know he was abcut to
so]l the theator. The city's
accounting firm, Plante &
Moran, inspected the theater's
books covering tho paet tive
yeara.

Slated improvementa includo:

# Now seata

& Rebuilt, cxpanded stage in
lowdr theater for live entertain-
ment

R Larger concession atand,
relocated to the west ond

B Larger lobby area to accom-
modate more people waiting in
line

B Lower level restrooms to
comply with Americans with
Disnblities Act

B Relocated box offico

City Councilman James
Mitchell said he wanted to
rovicw the Jist of renovations.

*A project this important
needs city council review before
we move on,” Mitcholl said.

Lauhoff said the tight timeline
might make it tough,

“We're going to have to be talk-

_ing quickly,” LauhofY snid.
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& Newsroom: 24B-477-5450
> Newsroom fax: 248-477-9722
> Nightline/Sports: 734.953-1141

™ Reader Comment Une: 734-953-2042
P Classified Advertlsing: 734-591-0900
P Display Adverlising:  734-591-2300
¥ Home Delivery: 240-901-4716
> Cable TV Weekly: 734-953-2190

3
HOMELINE: 734-953-2020 |

)» Open houses and new

+ developments in your area,

= Free real estate seminar

+ Information.

¥ Current mortgage raies.

v o Cuassiriep AFTer Hours: 734-591-0909

:
3 Place classlfied ads at your canvenlence,

H @ CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
: OAXLAND COUNTY: 248-901-4716

‘r Request subscriptions at your convenlence. ™~

&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
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"o LUNCH SPECIALS FROM 11-4 PM

» CARRY OUT & CATERING AVAILABLE
Cockrails Now Available

= Reservacons (248) 626-6313
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’ con{;‘smrn in Farmington Hills.
[,//EeahY M-5 is open

- opened MG will relieve con- -

" city. Hopn"ully thay m\l usg

* nEpecind te use the road

-, dadly,

1rAry Pioto 57 DLL BRrezs

Oﬂ}rﬁn Thc )tl-u connecter opencd for busmens on
onday.- The read is ezpzcted to reduce

‘ }

Department of Transporta-
‘tion cstimates,

“That relieves a lot of pres-
sure off the local roads,” said
MDGT spokeswoman Robin

Thc hopo is that newly

pention #u-Farmington Hills
srtoriog, nsed hy motorists
hoaded olyzwrliovs, .

The weil-y Heggerty
Connector batwoan 12 Mile
end 14 Mile roeds oponad
Monday for teaffic,

Tho aix-lane boulevard, .
alsa kavwa as' M-6, links
western Qakland County to
1-66, 1-096 apd 1-275. The
new road runs parallel to — cost about $23 miliion to

“and juxt wu:t of nggerty * build, not including land
Road. acquinition and design fees,

“I'ni’ nure it will be an. Pannecouk soid. The project
investment that paye off,” wan paid for by state and red-
sold Farmington Hillz City  eral funds,

- Meneger Steve Baock. Tt will Pannecouk anid construce
taka traffic our ronds espe~  tion will begin next opring on
cially tho atterpoca rusk the final streteh of M-G,
when pospls eut throngh our which will run froin 14 'Mile

Road to Pontiac Trail., That
rand in expectod to bo fin-
{shed in 2002, sho anid.

" The new rond connects
with the highway portion of
M-, which runs south from
12 Mile to the intersoction of
1-88G, 1-275 ‘ond Grand River
Aveate,

The new two—mﬂc stretch

the connectar.”
Some 53,000 .cers’ aro

geeording :to Mnchi.gun

WARREN PRESCRIPTIONS

We are remodeling lo serve you better.
Watch for our expanded prescription counter,
greeling cards, toys, plus much more!

CALL NOW TO SET UpP
AN INTERVIEW

248-855-1177 i

32910 Middlebelt at 14 Mlle » Farmington Hills

Ability is useless unless it's used
-Robert Half-
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WE ARE COMMITTED To QUALITY

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

We Destan anp Buwp
AvomonseKreHErS*BATHS ARD More
ResoneuNa N OAxLAKD Co,
Since 1865

CALL FCA A FFIEE CONSULYRIION

8190 Dxeasons * West Buooura




