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For Elliot Wilhelm, film is syn-
onymous with artwork,

“We treat tho screon and the-
ater as if it were a gallery,” said
Wilhelm, curator for the Detroit
Institute of Art's department of
film. “Everything presonted is
presented for a reason.”

‘Wilhelm considers the Detroit
Film Theatre, which begins its
silver anniversary season on Fri-
day, to be an integrated part of
the museum. The theater was
the first of its kind in the US.
devoted to showing film as o

auditorium since it was built in
1927, But it wasn't until the
1970s that a true and lasting
connection botween film and art
was made at the museum. At a
time when commercial multi-
ploxes roplaced theaters that
focused on jndopendont or for-
eign films, the Detroit Film The-
atre opened its doors in 1974 and
hecame a haven for contempo-
rary work, classics, and films
from around the world.
According Wilhelm, Detroit
was one city that continued to

the DIA was able to support a
film geries that would transform
the museum's auditorium into a
place for artistic oxpression
through the medium of film.

By the mid-1980s cable televi-
sion and videocassettes provided
casier access to older films and
clnssics, In response, the Detroit
Film Theatre concentrated cn
contemporary, more cclectic
films. Embarking on a silver
anniversary, the theater's mis-
sion remains the same,
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