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Power outages
Edison needs to turn on light

nytime there's a big storm - and even
not so big a storm - thero is one certain-
ty wo can all count on. 8 some-

ty. But major outages continue,
Rosfdnnla and dty officials were right to
Edison M

where in Farmington Hills will be without
clectrical power, It's ns certain as daylight.

And the power outnges and blackouts aren't
Jjust little flickers that dim the lights, These
are major. Residents go days without power.
And they are rightly sick and tired of it.

Occasional inconveniences are ono thing, A
way of life in Farmington Hille is anothor.

It is high time Detroit Edison concentrated
its offorta in the Farmingten area and reaolve
some of the continually nagging problema that
plague this community.

What happens to the residents of this com-
munity — with or without a storm - is vepre-
henaiblo, Resident Mark Talia, who apoke at
Monday’s Farmington Hills City Council
meoting, exposed a bit of reality: “If we're not
paying the bill, I'm sure thoy'd come out and
shut off the power.”

It's timo Detroit Edison renlized that cus-
tomer service is moro than receiving timely pay-
ment for their electrical services, Do rosidents
get a refund when their power remanins off for
days? Do they get compensated for all the costly
refrigernted and frozen foods they lose? And will
Edison help pay tho bitl when residenta feel
forced to buy generators for their homes?

Residents and city officials have long com-
plained about the outages. Sure, Edison hns
renponded and spent monoy in tho communi-

1 day night, And they
should continue doing so.

The city council is also on targoet for its
requeats to the utility that include among
other things payment for apoiled foods,

The city council should look inte providing
sholter for residents during extended black-
vuts. And Detroit Edison should foot tha bill.

Let's be mind(ul that many of these outages
occur when the hent and humidity pushes
above 90 degrees. This is of particular concorn
for senior adults and children.

The way residents are forced to live under
Edison's rule {s unacceptable.

For too long Edison has lained about

the trees in Farmington Hilla and the difficul-
ty they cause electrical linca, And every spring
and summor the utility has contractors here
trimming away.

Surely Ediaon does not beliove that outages
in this community won't occur if the treed
roadways are paved over.

Yet another resident, Charles Ruben,
brought the problem into bright focus Monday
night: “We sond men up to the moon. Wo do such
grent things, And, yot with Detroit Edison, wo
can't got to first base.”

How true, Wo expect Dotroit Edison to turn
on o few lights of its own and got to the bottom
of tho electricnl problems in thia aren.,

Do we need another mall?

mouth Township and Ann Arbor that's a
visunl oasis from our urban clutter of
devel g tle and office

?hero is a stretch of M-14 between Ply-

compluxc&

In summer the groves of trees are thick,
deep greon, Between the trees you can see n
fow aging farm buildings and in the open

. areas you're likely to sco cattlo, sheop and
horses grazing. In the fall the trees turn bril-
liant - fiery reds, glowing yellows, dcop
umbers. And wlien winter comes and tho atiff
winda blow acrosa the highway, the |

henido that stretch of M-14 in all its autumn
glary.

LETTERS
Opinions are to be ahared: We welcome yoitr ideas, that's why we offer thia space for your
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Cheers for the city

any, many thanks to Greg Hohler and his

family who have owned and maintained
tho Civic Theatre for the past 68 years, cape-
cially in the face of stiff competition in recent
years from multiplexes owned by huge corpo-
rations,

How much nicer and more fun it is to be
able to go a short distance to a familiar, safe
placo where we can park close by and don't
have to fight a crowd to buy our tickets.

Whero tho entertainment is always whole-
gome, tho popcorn is always freeh and deli-
cious, we arc served with a smile, and the

And imea the beat archi o in the
world is no architecture at ull — a8 many for-
ward-thinking architects have argued for
decades. We need open spaces, trees to rein-
vigorate the air, farm land to separate urban
areas, parks that are left natural. Some citics,
such as Portland, Ore., have oven fncwrcd

belta into their regi

Do we really need yet another unattractive
shopping mall with acres of blacktopped park-
ing, aurrounded, as inevitably it would be, by

alter a fresh snow has atark benuty.
In Sey . Salem T 18 will
- congidor o praposnl for bringing water and
7 sewer services to this aroa, Mall developer Al
 Taubman recently bought 200 acres at tho M-
¢ 14-Gotfredson interchango as n possible sito
; for a new shopping center, Othors also have
. designs on developing that area. For many
: this rush to development is inevitable, tho
» onward march of progress,
" Itis hard for a newspaper to argue against
duvelopmcnt. Wo benofit in many ways, More
: ing moana moro circulation. Moro storea
! mean powntlully more ndvertising.
Wo understand that new conatruction
! meana jobs, We know that as the population
. grows, we need now housing.
Wo underatand that land ownora expect
. and deserve a fair market return on the land
_thoy own.
But we also know that once green laad is
loat, it's loat forever, We know that wo pay a
< high prico as n society when we tako away
that greenbelt,
Al Taubman has been a genoraus ateward
.of hia fortune, He has recently been a major
-benefactor to the Detroit Instituto of Arta and
‘the University of Michigan, where hia dona-’
tiona will particularly strengthen their archi.
tecture program.

one lookalike housing development after
another. Briarwood, Laural Park, Westland,
Wonderland, Twelve Oaks and a scemingly
endless string of atrip malls seem to provide
moro shopping than we really need, though
we'ro suro that the Taubman company has
marketing studies that show otherwise.
They're the most successful mall developers in
the world, and they know where the profits
are, But at what a cost, to tho greenbelt and to
the urban areas loft bohind,

Whilo we movo ever weatward and north-
ward, the central city and the older suburbs
are heing left to decline. There are s!ﬂl arcas
in these citios for dovel t and

envi is clean,

If wo feel we must have “stadium seating,”
we simply choose whatever ie playing in the
balcony theater. Our fellow audience mem-
bers are hometown folks who are friendly and
courteous, somotimea gven someone we know.
Weare g 1 to the Hohlers for k

. this uxpunonco availoble for us. Low ticket

prices are “frosting on the cake.”

Three cheers to the Farmington city fathers
who realize the value of keoping “our” theater
going for all of us who call Farmington and
Farmington Hills home, and figuring & way to
make that happon and to improve upon what's
already there, as well. Lot’s make sure thoy
are nover sorry for that brave decision by con-
tinuing to support the Civic by frequent atten-
dance!

Boa Scaglione
Farmington Hills

Do what's right
Thn “Helmeot law put on.huld" article in the

ment. Thero is a great opportunity for deslgn-
ing and building now urban centors, not ovor
farm and park land but within the oldur cities
thomselves,

Perhaps I i8i
wa can nover escapo the famous Jom Mltchull
line in “The Big Yellow Taxi"; “They’ve paved
paradiso and put up a parking lot.”

But wo ask the Salem Township officials to
consider all the ramifications of what thoy are,
almost certainly, about to do, We ask that
thoy consider tho lifestyle thoy now anjoy for
themaelven nnd tho special quality enhance-
ment their rural area provides for those who
nru lucky enough to drive through.,

d clearly what you and we aro

1

The paintings at the DIA are |}

* but tho groatest landscapo pnlming pales

nbcut to lose,

QUESTION:
How do you
think tho
Detroit
Liona will
do this ycar
without
Barry
Sanders?
‘| lhlnk thoy'll '
“Not vory good. “Thay'll win “Thoy will be bet-

We asked this Impymud,‘l’nuy It's not because | moro games ter. | think last
question of aro Improved of Bany. then they did yoar they put tho
the footbail dofenslvely, Defanse Isn‘t last year.” focus oa Barry,
coaching With tho acquial- | very good. Coutd They'll spread
staff at Harrl- tion of Claiborne | bo a long year.” out thelr J
son High thoy'lt be bet- dofense.”
School, tor.” John Herrington

Blily Stobln Steve Doliaway head coach Brian Lo

day July 11, Far Cbaerver
reminds mo of this atory.

A man named Bob was caught in a flood. As
the water rose to the level of hia porch, a man
in a boat came to rescue him, Bob refused to
leave. Ho sald “No, I will stay here. The Lord
will provide.”

‘The water kept rising and Bob sat on the
roof. Another boat camo but Bob refused to
budge. Again he said, “No thanks, The Lard
will provido,”

The water rose oven higher and Bob had to
sit on top of his chimnaey. A helicopter came by
to rescue him, but once again ho snid, “I'm
staying here. The Lord will provide.”

Tho water kept rising and Bob drowned. As
ho entered the pearly gates, Bob said to St.
Peter, “All my lifo I was a devout Christinn, 1
prayed to the Lord and kent the faith, Why
then did the Lord not save me?”

St. Peter answerced, “My son, ho sent two

bonts and a helicopter. What more did you
want?”

“Parental rights” are important. But isn't it
more important, a8 parents, to try to do what's
right for our childran? “He" sent bicycle hel-
mets. Why not uso them?

Botsy Besl
Farmington Hills

Become involved

his letter is aimed at those 18 to 60-565

years of nge. The Saturday Meala on
Wheels program needs some younger volun-
teers.

Wo oldaters-retirees can cover the Monday
through Friday meal deliveries but we need
an infusion of younger bodies to pravide a
much-needed service to tho physically
deprived.

If you are mentally down from your week's
work, an hour-and-a-half’s volunteerism with
tho amiles and thank-yous you receive will
certainly restore your inner satisfaction and
poace.

You might have the opportunity to deliver a
meal to a delightful blind lady who will ask
you to nasist in setting out tho meal. You defi-
nitely will leave with a lighter step than when
you entered tho apartment. The day will have
become much brighter,

Become involved; please call Diane at 473-
1825 for more details and to put your name on
the call sheet.

Dick Carvell
Farmington

Protect freedoms

mmediately following high-profile crimea

committed by gun-toting vermin, emotional
clamoring for more gun restrictiona drown out
reason and liberals attack pro-liberty individ-
uale as “gun nuta,”

In respanse, our government willingly pass-
es laws trampling on 1 freed: This
scenario has played out many times in the last
20 years, turning guns into the most regulated
product in the United States. Today, itis
harder to acquire a gun legally than at any
other point in our country's history and law-
abiding citizens are at the mercy of armed
criminals wandering our streets, When will
this perpetual cyclo of failed laws end?

If insanity is the act of doing tho same
thing over and over but expecting a different
result, perhaps we need to re-ovaluate who
the “nuts” are in this debate. .

Steve Sutton
Farmington
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OUR MIsSION: “Because we pubdlish community newspapers, we thmb about commumtyjaumaltam

in a fundamentally different woy than our bigger
they cover,

independent from the stories and it

tobe
in to write the unusual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Journalists and as carlng citizens of the communities where we work.”
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