CONVERSATIONS

Culture and the .

‘t word’ just
won’t go.away

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following
column contains explicit references tq
the “t' word." Anyone with high-blood
pressure or low tolerance for discus-
sfon about the *'t' word” is hereby
adviscd to look away. +
The talk is about taxes, Not a tax

refund, but a tax increase. A pos-

sible tri-county tax that would
generate as much as $40-million
annually to support tho area's 14 cul-
tural institutions.

Culture and taxes is the aubject of
an opinien poll of Oakland and Wayne
county reaidents, The poll taken last
weck wae cammlsmoncd by Dntmlt

after the 1987 riots to find ways to
raco relations and enk
the culturo of the metro area.

Detroit Renaissance hopes to gauge
the support for the arts tax before
making a push for a ballot proposal
nextfall, -

For the last ucvt.rul years, county
commissioners in Qakiand, Wayne
and Macomb counties have debated
the arts-tax issue,

The result has been a shared fear
that voters won't support any tax
inerease, albeit a nominal 172 mill
yearly property tax that amounts to
about $25 for every $100,000 of
agsesament.

That’s $2.08 per month, or 48 cents
n week to help fund the operating
budgots of public places that offer
oxhibits, educational opportuniticas
and a sense of perspective on our
shared metropolis.

Who's culture?

A similar type of cultural tax has
been enacted in Chicago, San Francia-
co and Denver. Three cities recognized
{ar the diversity and richness of their
cultures,

Sowhat's the hang up in metro
Detroit?

Many opponents of the arts tax
believe that cultural institutions such
a8 the Detroit Institute of Arts, Mend-
ow Brook Theatre, Cranbrook Insti-
tute of Science, Detroit Zoo and
Greenficld Village should figure out
ways to aupport ".emselves,

Basically, ever since the National
Endowment for the Arts funded a
Robert Maplethorpe exhibit in the
late 1980s, public money for the arts
{or even to support cultural institu-
tions) has been a hot-button isaue.,

How long before the public discus-
slon geta beyond eimplistic visions of
liberals crying for freedom of expres-
sion and conservatives claiming that
the private-sector, not government
should support the arts?

In Europenn countries, taxpayera
give up to $50 a year to support cul-
tural institutions. In America, it’s less
than a $1.

Why the reluctance?

‘Beyond parochmlism
In metro Dotroit,

Local film producers look to Sundance, Wlde distribution |

BY FHANR PEUVENZANQ
fpmvnnmomhomocomm.nnt

* For' tw filmmakaors on the hustle, David Stern,
" dnd Michanl Grogan ara typically anxious, but .
conf dunﬂy philosophical, | -

“Wa havs no regrets, that's not to say it's been
' atresa-free,” said Stern, who, along with Grogan,
receatly ontered thefr full-length film, *1oop-
holon, into l?:h Sundanco Film Featival, tho

oA

wards
for Inaupundont fitms held the Jast ten daya of

Jan
4 In m!d-Soptembur, Stern of Birminghnm and .

. Grogan of Orchard Lake expect to bs notified
| that their work 1a orio of the 60 filma selccted
from moroe than 3,000 submissions,

Ifthe nbnurd[st-comcdy “Laopholes” is indeed |

decepted at Bundance, Storn and Grogan will -
: then hava throe'months to submit a finished
. print of theis film, which would. | 3 £
. ooat nbout $60,000. i % 5 o) N .

Brarr mmmmxvuum

- Walting thelr tum: David Stern, (left), and Michael
Grogan inside the Barber Pole, one of the locations

where they shot their new film, Louphales. .

Money that they do not have in their budge

Ruising money to finnnce an Indcpendent flm isatext
book cnse of a drenm mecting practical financial realitica.
Stern and Grogan ure finding that business acumen, not
artistic sensibilitics may determine their success.

Name in lights
X : Last Wednesday, Stern nnd Grogan held a screening of
K o i “Laoopholes” at a Troy Marriott conferepce room, Their
by D - intent was to perauade prospective investors to buy a pieco
g 0 of their film future ot $2,000 a unit. The film was viewed
AR . on VHS without sound effects or & musical scare.
i S d If“Loaphn!cn is picked up by a l'muur Hollywuod studio
and distributed, thers will be bi and gil-
ver-screen recognition for mvcswm, according to the pro-
ducers.
“The uppml {fur an investor) is to have their name in
lights,” suid Stern. “In the credits, we list mw:stors under
“Thanks,

i

' “Loopholes,”
;- (top photo)
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New leader at
museum intent

share history

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFF WRITER
mmvonnnoooe liomecomm.net

Confronting disappointing atton-
dance figures and an exhibit achedule
that hos boen less than inspiring, the
newly named president of the Charles
H., Wright Muscum of African Ameri-
can History is preparing to reinvent
how history I presented to the public
at large,

"UlLimntcly. it's about a sense of refe-
vance,” said Chrinty Matthews, 36, who
will asgume her duties on Sopt 20 as

dent of the in
Dotroit's cultural district.

Matthews' tenure beging a few
weeks bofore Graham Beal sasumen
the directorship of the Detroit hmti
tute of Arta.

And like Bea), Matthows is prumm-
ing n {lurry of outrench progrums, spe-
cial events and workshops nimed at
making the Muscum of Africnn Ameri-
can History more necensible to the gen-
eral public. Her focus is squarely on
transforming the museum into a “place
for learning and public discourse.”

Once Matthews settles from her
move from Willinmsburg, Va. where
she served as dircetor of interpretative
programs at the Coloninl Foundntion,
she expects to travel nround the
region,

“I want to rench out and know what
peaple are looking for in the museum,”
snid Matthews, who looks to nssume n
higher public profile than her prede-
ceasor, Kimberly Camp, who resigned
lnst November,

Don't expccl o atul'rui uhm., oran
bur ,
regular folk,” said Mnnhcws. who wan
named OQutstanding Minority Profes.
sional when she worked at the Smith-
sonian Institute in Washington, D.C.

In the past ten years, Matthews hos
been challenging old-school ideas
about the role of a museum.

*To me, a museum needs to be about
who we are and where we're at,” snid
Matthews. “We're not going to be nfraid
to lock at current social issues.”

Without offering spcc\fle idens,
Matthew said she won't back away
from controversial issues, or raise
provocative quesnons

“A

Of course, the hely grail for an Ind d ﬁl
is to be considercd the next John Sayles or to produce
this year's version of “Sex, Lies and Videotape,” “Broth-
ers McMullen,” or “Next Step Wenderland.”
Underdoga Stern und Grogan cagerly point out to

nvestors the recent financinl suceess of “Blair Witch -

* .. In the second l;mjcct a low-cost Indepcndent film :h:‘;hne grossed
T ¢f 3 80.2 million in box office receipts, mi g it one of

b s‘:'e"e' R"Ck"f" \ - e Mookl the most profituble filma of all-timo.
: "Sundance (Film Festival) is a means to an end.
It’s where the opportunities begin,” snid Grogan.
“The objective is to get into thenters.”

L Made locally
In the throes of raising money, Stern and Gro-
gan seem to be guided by their experience outside

the traditionnl film industry, rather than blind
ambition,

Stern, 89, and Grogan, 45, aren't cocky
upstarts right out of film school playing credit-
card roulette, or mortgaging their homea to
| Y finance their film.

: Trzaskoma, left, \
" and 'Will Young.

1 'the
{ o Laura Ramm plays
Ruby opposite Rucker’s
Wallace Silverstzil
And the laat seene has

Pleaso sce LOOPHOLE, C2

‘What: “Loophotes,” an Independent
film written and directed by David
Stern, produced by David Stern and
Michae! Grogan

For more Information, casll (888)
477-9273.

in
Macomb County won't even publlcly
discuss the arts tax. Apparently, since
the cultural institutions aren't located
in Macomb, the county cemmissionera
believe their taxpayers shouldn’t be
required to support them,

Sadly, this is another case of
parochialism sounding the knell for
culture,

It'a time to got out of the narrow-

ninded rut, and support the arta tax,

Jjustisn't o
place that has mturucuvv.‘ disploys,”
she said. “Rather it's where you should
ask: ‘What is my community cancerned
with?”

For instance, one possible exhibit,
according to Matthews, could explare
the effects of drugs and violence nmong
Yyoung people.

“Think nbout it, what would we see if
we put a video camera in the hands of
kids who are at risk?"

While new programs and exhibits
might get most of the attention,
Matthewa said she is committed to fur.
ther developing the museum’s perma-
nent exhibit. She expects to add new
media, along with more extensive liv-
ing history and n theater program.

“Netroit is more than Motown and
cars,” said Matthews. *There aren't a
lot of people outside the area that real-
ize the great history of this area.

“My motto is: ‘Let’s share our history
with the world.”

The Charles H. Wright Muscum of
African American History is at 315 E.
Warren Ave., Detroit. It's open 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday. Admission
is 85 adults, $3 children (age 17 and
under). For mor @ information, call
(313) 494-5800, Eat. 0.

DSO makes overtures to young musicians

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN Il ‘It went fabulous. It was a wonderful
IchomIn@oe.homecomm.not experience for everybody, They were
Attendi music camp in North Carclina POMbarded with averything they could

But if the past is any indication, the
arts tax will face a rocky rond. -

Perhaps it should bo kept in mind -
that exhibits of art and hlnwry, as

as a youngster changed Charles Burke's life. He
hopes' the Detroit Symphony Orchestra's Summer
Inahtuw at Mcadow Brook had the same cffect on 76
mu.mc d ages 12-18 who spent twe wecks hon-

well as music concerts and th
_ productiona are not juat loiaure activi-
tiea,

On the contrary, participating in
the arta is a means to understand the
great stream of diveraity that 1uns
through our culture,

Anyone who koeps up with the

- newa must realize that what our soci-
ety needs more than ever isn't anoth-
er tax break, but a botter way to
understand cach other. .
boBuiIding a better culture shouldn't

80

Frank Provenzano can be reached at
. (248) 901-2657, or fprovenzano® oe.
homecomm.net

ing their skills, under the direction of more than 30
DSO members, July 26 to Aug. 6.
The program, which renewed the DSO's commit-
. ment to training young musicians, coincided with the
DS0's concert beries at the Meadow Brook Music Fea-
tival on the campus of Oakland University in
Rochester Hills.

“It was a turning point in my life, a chance to be
away from homo for the first time and to bo sur-
rounded by people who took music seriously,” snid
Burke, coordinator of the Summer Institute reflecting
on hia childhood camp expcnencc

For the students, the intensiva session in orchestral
training “was a chnncu toleorn from musicians in the
one of tha world'a boat nrcheatrns. said Burke,
adding tho § d DSO bers ns well.

“It went fabulous. It was a wnndcrful experience for
overybody,” snid Burke, who is moving to Canton in
October. “They were bombarded with everything they

soak up from music literature and mas-
ter classes to attending DSO con-
corts.’

! —Charles Burke

could sosk up from music literature and master
classes to attending DSO concerts. The measure of

said Odhner, who will play with the Detroit Sympho-
ny Civic Orchestra, Metropolitan Youth Sympheny,

Oakland Youth Orchestra and Oakland University
Symphonic Band this fall, “You learn through osmo-
sis. They know sn much. When they'd sit in with our
orchestra, you'd go to play something and they'd be so
strong. You learned so much about articulation, sensi-
tivity and volume, I also learned a lot about litera-
ture and modern repertoire. Literature introduced us
to music I would have never listened to on my own.”
When Odhner auditioned for the institute he also
nuditioned for the Detroit Symphony Civic Orches-
tra, thc DSO‘ ‘s youth training orcheatra which Burke
director of education, Burke

growth was unbelievable. And the DSO icinns fall
in love with the kids. They bonded and formed groat
relationships. The students felt comfortable enough
at the intermissions during concerts to come up and
say, hi coach.’

Nathan Odhner thinks the beat part of the insti-

believes lhc civic orchestra and newly organized
Detroit Symphony Civic Symphonia, aimed at stu-
dents in lata clementary through hlgh school, helps
dovelop young and future

“We have an cxcmng scason planned for the 30th

tute was playing next to DSO who sat in
on some of the scssions. A senior at Rochester Adnms
High School, Odhner who plnys French horn, is seri-
ous about nnekmg n career in muaical performnnco

ding a program with a 300-voice
cheir in Februnry. anid Burke, The civie orchestra
gives students access to DSO musicians on a weekly
bnfia."

He belicves practicing with p

greatly improved his skills.
“The DSO musicians really made our camp by

coaching our chamber groups and sitting in with us,”

ditiona for the Detroit S) hony Civic Orchestra
will be held Sept. 11, The first concert is Nov. 6. For
information, call Samuet Nordrum, (313) 576-5164 or
(313} 576-5100.



