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Schools expected to open on time

TV Book: The Observer
Newspapers have discon-
tinued the TV cable guide.
Reader suryeys have
shown that the guide has-
n’t been popular with the
majority of our readers.
We will continue to focus
our attention on improv-
ing other aspects of your
newspaper. We epologize
for any inconvenience.

STAFF WAITER
tamitbGos.homcoomm.not

Rumors persist that Farmington.
. High School won't be open for clnss-

- -~_%¢ oa until Sept. 16, and that soveral
ather bulldinga won't be anywhere near ready before
the scheduled Aug, P

30 opening of the
1999-2000 school 3 ‘Wa're starting on
ear. . Rugust 30%h, wo'ro "
adystenl ' opsming (that day) for -
students. Whlch 've
been conflrming with

support  thoso

rumors, but dis-
staff peoplo and par-
enis.’ . . .

tvict officials
Debbie McCracken

romain steadfast
that schoal won't-
—Superintendent’s execulive
! *  assistant_

be .delayed and

that students will

walk into a safe
environment,

“Wo're starting

) A . on Auguat 30th,

¥ - it wo're  opening

X C Stary Protoa oy B, sz (that doy) for stu- .

Worldng: Jeff Pintrick and Dan McCracken caulk around windews on the rear of dents,” Debble McCracken, exccutive agsistant for

O.E. Dunckel Middle School on 12 Mile, Construction and renovations continuc .

through the school district. - : :

Kids will face inconvenience
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Ploaso oco OPEN,

BY TIM Saami
. ETAPF WRITER .
tam[th@oedomocomm.uot

Scveral construction sites in Farmington Public Schoals
romein n mesa, But nover fear, said Jomos Myern, tha dis-
trict's exotutive director for student services, .

Scheols might not be “at their prattiest when kids come
in,” Myera said Tuesday. But they will bo safe and furiction-

. ni cnough for tho 1598.2000 school year to bogiri on timo, .

Safe: Former Detroit
Tiger pitcher Dave Roze-
ma chases South Farm-
ington Blues Crusher Jor-
dan Turner towards first
base.. For a story about
_the special game and

thore could bo a problom with tho flow
of achool buoes and other traffie, ho
oxplained.

As wna the case nt yome buildings
during 1998-99, parta os schools atill
under construction will bo partitioned
off to enuure atudent safoty. Last yoar
at FHS students turned n temporary -
wall into a colorful hallway mural,
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9 . with p half-day of classes on Monday, Aug. 30.. - . = T REL whilo work on the now music wing pre-
;n(;'};e irsho‘ots I:Sl-ea;-e turn “Soue ptudents will bo' walking on the cunereto floar™. b SOGR-BIS . ceeded, o :
0 the Sporis Seclion. | 1. inatead of tilo ox carpot, for axnmple, Myarziall - oo EXposel: The . “Byerywhiere whors we don't want

Asked whether construction crews wure hekind sehedulo
ag Soptomber drawa near, be admitted “wo'ro renily coming
closo (to a timing crisis) on a couple of them.” :

open ceiling is  kids to be will bo blacked off,” Myers
visible in the  said.
main hail at With more work yot to be done,

Witnesses tell
court about
videotaping

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER
loconnor@es.homecomm.net

With no physical avid ) B P
asked witnesses to focus their memories on
what they saw in a case involving a Farm-
ington Hilla man charged with secrotly
videotaping teenage girls gotting
undressed.

Two friends of Robort Charlea Mickam,
19, rocalled socing a tape of throe giria
changing clothea during preliminary exam
;eal.lmony in 47th District Court Wednes-

ay. .

Judge Fred Harria adjourned the exam
until 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 1, in
order for another witness — one of the vic-
tima - to teatify. .

Mickam is charged with three counts of
cavesdropping and installing an illegal
recording dovice, Ho also faces an enves-
dropping charge in West Bloomficld. -

Authoritics searched the family’s Farm-
ington Hills home and cottage in Ottawa
County but haven't found tho video.

A friend of Mickam'a testified he and oth-
era wero stunned aftor sceing tho black and
whito tape of three teenago girls ~ whom
they li.novjv < undressing ina 8‘11?‘“ bedroom

away the
geese?

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER
loconnor@os.bomecomm.not

Goeso are a product of natural act-
tinge, but tho by-producta thoy leave
behind don't make them welcomed by
all park goers.

Farmington Hills city officials are
loaking for waya ta shoo the birds from
part of its most scenic park.

Gooso like to congregato - and
munch.- on freshly mowod grass
around a pond at Heritage Park.

Anywhere from 30-50 of the winged
crenturcs gather at the 210-acro park
on Farmington Read. In tho fall, a city
naturalist prodicts numbers could
swell to 200 as other geeso flock from

o north,

With increased numbora comes n del-
ugo of cigar-sized droppings, which ond
up on the underside of shoes, not to
mention in the pond as runoff.

“It's just a moss,” City Manager
Steve Brock said.

“Thoy're nasty," added City Council-
woman Jody Soronen, .

. Special Services Dopartmont officials
proposed planting native grass and
wild flowers in an attempt to re-natu-
ralize tho nrea around the pond. Savvy
geeso avaid tall grass whon}_naturnl

at ‘s nortk
Hillls home.,

Floaso sco VIDED, A5

. ﬂculn_ 800 QEESE, A4

p tond to lurk, say.

‘Howaver, the Hills Parks and Recro-
ation Commiasion is againat letting
gTass grow,

A parks and rec advisory committeo
wanted the area to remain mowed and
woll-manicured. As a result, workers
cut the grass. .

Taller grass is only part of the solu-

tion, said Special Services Director
Dave Boyer. He talked with Hilla city
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On stago: Rufus Harris will perform at the Gov. Warner
Mansion Saturday, Aug. £8, in the gazebo.

o i v

But ho stressed there aro “varying degrees of ready.” B : portublo clossrooms will stay in place 1
“It will not bo porfect. None of tho buildings will bo per- g:f;z;‘;’dd[c at the high schools. ) R
B Opinlon e A2 E.-:t on :hnt firat day,” Myers sabd. “Some of the thinge will . i\n&l.llhc curnftm\;cd, lthe tl:rcnt.wn On guard: Signs are posted
" ongoing.” : .. scheduling of faculty planning time ; y <
nﬁ;?"fi:?l"&" s ’gg l(’)nts nfflhu projects, if the weather holds up, }i\u Ifihn com- will help maximize space. In other words, a teacher will (l;l}nbrl’:;r i'.:’;;%l;:&;tﬂy out ‘|
assified Indox plotion of & drivoway in front of Farmington High. IV'it isn't, . £
— Aul ) : : o Plcoso sco PRETIY, Mi cons!ructfm‘z‘-
.. Homo&SBervice 3
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BEntertalnment Dl By Ty Sy .
& Real Estate F1 tsmlth@oo,hamecomm.nct

The upcoming concert at the Gov, Warner Man-
sion ... Homo of Farmington History, featuring
contemporary Christian recording artist Rufus
Harris, is considored a good initinl foray inta
efforts to incrensce public usc and awareness of the
historieal facility, said Bill Richards, assistant
Farmington city mannger,

See related story page B1

Harris will perform 6-9 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 28,
at tho gazebo located outside the former home of
Gov. Fred Warrler, o

“I think this is the first try, other than the gnze-
bo being used for pictures, to expand the facilitics
for use by the general public,” Richards snid. *1
think it's the right kind of event, one that matches
well the intended use of the facility ... It's a
good initinl step.”

Harris, who lives in Farmington Hills, this
month is releasing his self-titled album on Bridgy
Records. At his concert, he will sing and play an
clectric guitar to a taped musical backing.

Over the pagt year or so, the issue of the Warn-
er Mansion's long-term viability prompted a com-
prehensive study by a newly formed museum
development committec.

Two of the main objectives is to increase knawl-
edge of the mansion by the gencral public nnd
expand tho kind of things that can be hosted
there, Richards snid.

For the concert, to allevinte disruption on the
sur i ighborhood, Harris snid speal
will be pointed toward Grand River,

Approxi Iy 150 are d to attend. In
the event of rain, Horris wilt move his show to the
Warner porch area.

Dick Carvell, chairman of the Gav. Warner
Mansion Committer and a member of the Faria-
ington Historical Commission, said he docsn’t
think tho carly evening concort will pose any
problems.

“(With) the type of music it is, 1 don’t think he'll
have the volume turned way up,” Carvell said.

Carvell had somu initinl reluctance when larris
approached him nbout holding an album-launch
party at the mansion, But “then he changed it
over to & community project that is open to every-

ly.
The event is being dubbed as a free, concert and
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