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It’s time the PSC gave utilities a
‘fatherly lesson’ in accountability

emember dear old dad. He was o great guy,
wasn't he? You knew he always had your best

interests st heart, but his |essons could some-
times be'hnnlh when he was trying to teach you one
of those important lessons about life, like taking per-
sonsl responsibility for yourself,

“As long as you're living in my house ,..”

Well, now you're ali grown up, You have a house of]
your own. ¥/ho is geing to teach all those important
lessons that you 0 need to learn? Why, your friends
down ot the local utility company, of course. They're
concerned ohout you, And right now they belicve you
need another lesson in responsibility,

“As long s you're hooked up to my utility ...

MichCon has filed a proposal with the state Public
Bervice Commission to cut the time nlluwed for pay-
ment of bills fram the current 21 days to 17, Also
part of tha request is a proposa! to sharten the grace
period for a 2-percent late fee from five doya to one,
Further, it would increase the deposits required to
reconnect once a customer’s service has been turned
off. And it would slso require larger deposits for new
customers.

MichCen is claiming it is doing it to get customers
to show & little more “persona) accountability.”

The proposal is being made by MichCon, but the
ruling of the PSC would apply to other state utilities
that deliver gas and electricitly, such as Detroit Edi-
son and Consumers Power, 5o they've ol jumped on
the bandwagon to suppart the change,

The proposal was actually filed with the Publie
Hervice Commission two years ago, but it was never
publicized. The PSC held just one heoring on the
issue, and no further hearings are scheduled. Now
Michigan Attorney General Jennifer Granholm is
making an issuc of it, She filed recently to oppose the
propoaal befure the PBC.

Granholm thinks the whole thing is just 8 play by
the utilitics to get more of money out of their cus.
tomers.

That's just not the case, our friends at the utility
companies assure us, Oh no, Rather, they want to
teach Michi id to stop sbusing the system.
The utilities believe the incentives for an-time pay-
ment ~ such as the fact they’ll turn off your powor §f
you don't pay on time - just sren't adequate to keep
customers ucting reaponsibly, They believe their billa
coming due in 21 days versus the 17 doys most other
companies allow means you'll pny others first,

And MichCon wants a “level playing field” with
those other busineases,

1t is a hit Judicrous to hear s monopoly talk about
wanting a Jevel playing field with other businesses,
The key paint is that §f you or [ don't Jike the billing
practices of sgome uther company, we can take our
business elsewhere,

At Sunrise Assisted Living,
seniors get the care they need
and the respect they deserve.

A home-like quality care alternative for seniors,,.even fral seniors... and
a special “Reminiscence” program for those with memory impaienient,

Conmne neet our stafl, enjoy refreshments and tike a bus wur of an open Sunrise comhity.
Reservations are required to join us for a scheduled bus tour, “The Sunrise bus leaves from

But npparently, from the utilities’ perspective, you
are nhusing the system if you don't pay your utility
bills first. From their perspective, that makes you
irresponsible, .

You didn't know that, did you? You just thought
you were doing a thing most of us cal} “money man-
sgement.” In part, that's Jooking at the bills that
have come in, comparing them to the money we have
available, and deciding which get paid first, You
thought you were being smart because that keepn
you from writing checks out of your account before
there is actually money in there to cover them.

Nope, that's shusing the system. Apparently,
MichCon believes your utility bill should be your
highest priority, You should make sure you have
enough cash on hand to pay that bill as soon as your
utility y d ds it, Pood, clothing, shelter,
it turns vut, should all be secondary to paying the
utility bills.

As you well know, utility companies have every
reason to claim for themselves the right to be the
final determiners of what is responsible behavior and
what is not. Lord knows, they are extremely respan-
sible organizations,

It's not their fault that the power goes off every
time the ) something ger than
a gentle breeze,

And lord knows, it's certainly not the gas compa-
ny’s fault if a contractor digging around at a con-
struction site hits a pipeline. The gas company can't
be expected to work a little closer with those con-
struction contractors to make sure they don't, say,
burn dewn your entire ncighborhood.

Wall, this may not be very responsible of me, but
1, for one, sm hoping the PSC will decide to give the
utilities a little fatherly Jesson or two of their own in
*“accountability.”

Mike Malott reports on the local implications of
state and reglonal events. He can be reached by phone
at (248) 349-1700 or by e mail at mmalott@ oe.
homecomm. net

our information center located at 20681 Middlebele Road in Farming
Scheduted Tours

Hills.

Drop tax breaks;
“decisions be the guiding force

don't get it. I've beén reporting

numeraus disputes for the Observer

Newapapers about city coundd] mem-
bers feuding on whether they should
approve a property tax break for o com-
pany planning to build a new structure,

Prankly, my dear, most others don't
cars. Innearly all cases, tho planned
development or cxpansion may mean a
shorter or slightly lenger commute for
the 1l of that apecific

For those who are job-hunting or
looking fur pyofessional advancement,
the developments may mean new
career opportunities. But the opportu-
nities would be there anyway — unless
the company intends to move from
southeast Michigan to northenst Ohio,

What gensrates this discuasion is
tha ongoing dispute between the citics
of Warren and Troy on a planned Gen-

let business

Beveral officials questioned the need
for the tax break since Ford had
already atarted construction on the
addition.

What would the company do if the

. council refused to approve the tax

break?
It would fill the holes already drilled
§ jon and

eral Motors ion of its sprawling
tech center in Warren,

The Troy city commission has
repentedly refused to approve n walver
for GM to expand jts Warren facility -
a.walver that is required under a 1874
state law providing property tax breaks
for busincsses,

 The state policy, which may have

made sense then but now is clearly out-
dated in this age of global competition,
was to enourcgs businessea to locate
in Michigan igstead of another state,
The tax break, if appraved by the local
city officiala, would nllow the company
to cut its property tax bill for a maxi-
mum of 12 years if it croated new jobs.

But if a company reccived the break
in Community A, for example, and
years later wanted to move 10 minutes
away to Community B, the Jatter had
to obtalin a waiver from thi former.

The Troy-Warren feud reminds me
of the silliness of the palicy. Bome 22
years ago, the Livonia city council was
caught §n a political vise when Ford
Motor Ca, asked for the tax bresk to™
‘Help'pay for a $313 million addition to
its transmission plant.

Remember, the addition was nearly

.the samo cost of tha just-opened
Rensissates Certer in dow
Detroit. .

in prep for

move tho transmission work to an
existing plant in southern Ohio, said
councilman who, by a nice coincidence,
wase'a Ford engincer.

The squecze was put on the council
by the plant’s UAW officiala who want-
«d to create new jobs in western
Wayne County.

The company, with the union’s help,
prevailed, and the tax break was
approved.

Lect’s face it, The tax nbatement
{ssue is one for the politicians to arguc
aver, but it rarely does anything for
most of their residents,

If GM is serious about expanding its
sprawling tech ceater, built in the mid-
10508, let the company proceed without
the tax break. After all, what else will
it do? Build a new tech center in south-
cast Asin?

It's time for the state legislature tn
drop the tax abatement luw and Jet
companies locate in Warren, Livonis or
Garden City because it's a good busi-
ness decision — not to blackmail a city
council for a tax break on s building it
was going to build there anyway.

Lewnard Poger is the community edi-
tor of the Garden City Observer,

An interest rate that’ll

really get your attention.

Heads up, because right now, you can get a greal low
rate fromm GMAC Mortgage, the company that's backed
by (iMAC, America’s leader in car financing for more than
80 years. But call now, because today's low rate may be
gone omorrow, .

Saturday, August 14 9:002m-12:00pm
Wednesday, August 18 2:00pm-5:00pm
Saturday, August 21 2:00pm-4:00pm
Thursday, August 26 5:00pm-8:00pm
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To a‘pply for this great rate, call today

1.877.750.GMAC

*A $100,000 Wu Joan n‘a&ll with 204 down a1 7.125% {7 119 APR) with

3 poistr ($3,000) paid wostd revull (n §30 monihly ;?{:mm of pancipal and
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