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On a

limb

Trees won’t stand in way

.:BY LARRY O'CONNOR
AITER

BTAFF W)
lnconnor@oe.homecomm.net

A builder and city officinls are
not sbout to let a fow trecs stand
in the way of a 21-unit dovelop-
ment off Orchard Lako Road.

At Monday's mecting, Farm-
ington Hilla City Council and
developers for Foreat at Orchard
Lake agreed to split the amount
~, $9,600 cach ~ to go into the
city's tree bank fund.

Council also unanimously
approved the use of the city’s
single-family housing clustor
option.

Asa part of the city’s trec ordi-
nance, developers are required to
réplace every mature tree taken
down. What cannot be replanted
on the site goes into a tree fund.

The aito requires 424 replace-

Bring

$1.98

s Exciud|

&' i hope you would .
not let go of tho other -
25 percent.’

Brenda Hawkins
—Resident

ment troos. Plana for the site
include 128, leaving a deficit of
298 trees, city officials said.

Tho city agreed to waive a
requirement to 100 percent of
the trees removed, partly
because they all wouldn't fit on
the site, Inatead the city scttled
for 26 pereent.

The developer said therc was
still' a $19,000 digerepancy over
126 trees. Any additional costs
would likely bo tacked onto each
unit, which are projected to sell
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A Professional Studio ## Training Dancers for Over 20 Years
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- Ages Pre-School thru Adult

Y. Classes Avaitable Day. & Evenings
Repistration August 24%, 25" & 26" 4-7
Call for More Information’

(248) 476-7074 (249) 348-3310

33305 Grand River, Downtown Farmington i
172 Block East of Farmington Rd. (behind the Art Alcove) L !
Barbara Masak Hatch - Director 8.F.A. In Dance 'h

o

i

. How 10 Reacn Us

» Newsroom: 24B-477-5450
» Newsroom fax: 24844779722
» Nightline/Sports: 734-953-2141

» Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042
» Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900
» Display Advertislng:  734-591-2300
» Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
» Cable TV Weekly: 734.953-2190
o HOMEUNE: 734.953:2020
» Open houses and new

. developments in your area.

» Free real estate seminar

. information.

» Current mortgage rates.

v CLasstriep AFTER Hougrs: 734-591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenlence.

& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAXIAND CGUNTY; 248-901-4716
» Request subscriptions at your convenlence.
: ~] OXE ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
»You can accass On-Line Wik éust Wbout any communlcations
" software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: .
« Send and receive untimited emall. k
o Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
and more. |

¢ Read electro
1S,

TAMMIZ GRAVES / BTAYY Axiar

f @l PHOTO REPRINTS: 734-591-0500
"B reprints of piciures that have been taken by our siaff ™"
. photographers: .

' o Provide the publication date, paggumber, and description

of the picture, which must have been published within the
past 6 months. ) .
» $20 for the first print, $7.50 for each additianal print pald in
. advance (check or credit card). .

@he Farmington Dbserver”
Che meh SNA_

|

;

l

for $300,000 each.

“Every item counts,” said Stu-
art Michaclson of Forest nt
Orchard Lake,

Councilman Jerry Ellis sug-
gested the city and the developer
split the differonce to move the
project along.

That irked some residents

“Majority of council is
skeptical about sending
AV baliots to younger set

skeptical

BY LARRY O'CONNOR *
. BTAYP WRITRR -

who felt city officials wero too
quick to compromiso.

“f think you've been very gen-
erous in waiving 76 percent. I
hope you would not let go of the
othor 26 percent,” said Brenda
Hawkins, who lives on Edgemoor
Drive.

Added George Sarkisian,
“Sooner or loter, the balance of
nature is going to fall on Farm-
ington Hills. Remember that the
next timo you strike a deal with
a developer.”

In terms of nature, the alter-
native would have been worse,
city council members said,

The city bought the 9.2 acre
site — known as the McMahan
property — after a protracted
court battle with the previous
owner who wanted to build an
office complex.

City officials feared an office
complex would lead to similar
developments and erode the resi-
dentinl setting along Orchard
Luke, between 11 Mile and I-
69

6.

The city put the property up
for sale, choosing the least
amount of density over money.

Two other developers offered
between $1.15 and $1.2 million
but wanted to build a 100-unit
apartment complex or a 96-unit
condominium project.

The city sold the land for
$736,261 to the Forest at
Orchard Lake group, which pro-
posed building 21 units on pino
acres, That is 2.3 units an acre
and below the 3.1 units per acre
allowed in the RA-2 district.

Ellia and his colleagues didn't
want o amall issue to hold up the

roject.

“If there {s & misunderstand-
ing and (City Attorney) John

* Donchue cannot find it ...'I take

them at their word,” Ellis said.

%

. If MTV can “rock the voto,” a Farmington
* Hills committee belioves it can at least give a
nudgo to thoso 18-25 years ald to hit the polls.

.m'!'

‘- can't givo you a cloon bilt of
heaith on tils particulor propos-

John Donohue
—City attorney

Tho C: Votor Particiy

tion proposes the city mail abscntes votor
.. applicationa to tho post Geuoration X get,
.. which is traditionally lax on clection day.
People that nge aro oither away at college or
apathogic, seid committen momber Ryan
Gesund, who proposes the resolution, Gesund
asked tho ity to try muiling AV applications
for two years, CER R
“By sending out abscntee ballot appfica-
tions, you are nlso showing the most dison-

chanted part of thoe clectorato that the govern-.

_'ment wants them to vote,” Gesund aald.
At o meoting Monday, Farmington Hills
tauded tho ¢ it

- *“Pecple vote because they fecl it's important -
to vate,” Oliverio said. “I don't care if you put
voting booths in shopping malls ... How-much
more conveniont ¢an you got than going to
your schoal or church to vote?”

Mayor Aldo Vagnozs said the plan is worth

@ try, saying tho committee’s chargo is to

increase voter turnout.

., votor i mbers appeur
somewhat divided on tho idea. People who are
out of town, regardlcsa of nge, can still get

‘City Council -
tee for tho effort, but most are skeptical. They
cita cost and potentinl litigation for discrimi-
nation. e

City Clerk Kathy Dorman cetimated mailing

pplications to 5,000 residents would run
33,180, which. includes staff time, licati
forms and postage.

Tho Farmington Hills City Clerk Office

already sends-AV ballots to peoplo 60 and -

older, who are allowed by state law Lo auto-
matically vota absontee. No such provision
cxists for younger age groups, though. -

To provide AV applications to one group not’

covered under state law wmight incite;the lti-

* gious ire of others, council members stiid.
*1 ean't give you a clean bill 6f health on this
particular proposal,” City Attornay John
Donchuo said. : % 2

With a coupla of childres in the fB—25 agoe -

range, Councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio doesn't
think mailing AV applications will increase

allots, enother committoe member

said.

“It’s not like wo're depriving a student of an
nbsentee ballot..It's a matter of how conve-
niont it is for them,” Chris McRae #aid.

Mere awareness is needed, said Councilman
Jon Grant, who suggested the clerk’s office
sond a letter to members of that age group
explaining the absenteo ballot process.

Grant's colloaguo wondered if even that
would duplicate efforts. City. Clerk’s office
already does mock elections in high schools to
increasa voter psrticipation.

Similar meck events-will take place at the
PFarmington public high schools for the next
election, which i€ Nov. 2.

“Those in the 18-25 age group need to under-
atand the importanco of voting, said ooe resi-

. dent who is native of Poland.

*This is a privilege,” said Sonia Raczkowski, *

‘mother of Farmington area state Rep.

voter turnout. .
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William Tyndale College Presi-
dent Jamed. C. McHann
announced the following execu-

tive nppaint‘mcntn'. David Lepper
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as senior vice president for
development and director of the
New Millennium Capital Cam-
paign; John F. “Jack” McGrath

serve as head of capital campaign

as assistant to
the president for
college relations;
and Gary Oster
as director of
technology plan-

ning.

David Lepper
joins Tyndale
from the Bar-
bara Ann Kar-
manos Cancer Inatitute where
he completed a $100 million cap-
ital campaiga.

At Tyndale his first priority
will be to complete the $20.8 mil-
lion phase one of the New Mil-
lennium Copital Campaign
which will include construction
of the MindLab computerized
i i center and the

David Lepper
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anything less than
"just your style?"

wker/ Buzenberg
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es., Wed., Sat.'10-6 ¢ Closed Sundays for Summer
* Available With Credit Approval e Sale Ends 8-28-99

Why settle for

« Nine Differext Arm Styles

o Four Sofa Lengths

* These Matching Chairt

© Skirsad, or Three Leg Styles

» Tuo Wood-Trim Bascs

o Pluh or Supportve Seating Comfors
* Piliow or Paliover Back Stylet

* Sectional or Sofsbed Available

» Oser 1,000 distinctive fabricr 1o

CEANT WEER
© G Months
Siame as Cashy?

734-459-1300

Center for the Natural and Envi-
ronmental Sciences,

He holds & bachelor of arts
degree in journalism and public
relationa from Central Michigan
University.
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Hunt Club,
and many

others!




