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‘Dick’ has explaining to do, but doesn’t strike out

BY JON KATZ
s‘ncw. WRITER

:

: An informal poll of contempo-
rary teonagers produced this
finding: tho Watergate affair was
“something about Nixon and a
bunch of other guys.” So didn't
spmeone, sometime during the
making of “Dick,™ tho Watergate
“what if” satiro, wonder “what if”
1o ono gets it?

Satire fails whon the satire
object is too obscure. That's Com-
edy Rule Number Two. Comedy
Tute Number One is, of course,
“If you have to explain the jokes,
forget it." “Dick” does a lot of sot-
irizing but also a lot of explain-
ing to its young demographics,
ond thus has two quick strikes
against it. And yet, it docan't

quite strike out.

For thoso of us who followed
the sagn from the Juno 1972
“third-rate burglary” until
“Tricky Dick” boarded that holls
copter one last time in August
1874, “Dick” offora some fun, if
not funny, theories, Who was
“Deep Throat?” How did the
181/2-minute tape gap happen?
Where did Nixon got that oft-
imitatod two-handed poace gos-
ture?

The film's §

friend Betsy (Kiraten Dunst of
the current “Drop Dead Gor-
geous") is cute and stupid.

While downstairs mailing a
lotter (to Arlene’s heartthrob
Bobby Sherman), the girla run
into a seedy man "with a walkie-
talkio, He is G, Gordon Liddy
(Harry Shoarer), and the break-
in is about to come apart. Scon
after, on a achool tour of the
White House, they take a wrong
turn and n.\n into Liddy and
Hat Tick an

are two

stupid tecnngaru. Don't blame us.

for the label; they admit it them-
solves. Arlono (Michello Willlama
of TV's “Dawsan’s Creok”} lves
in tho Watergate Apartmonts
with her mother (Teri Garr, who
looks around 160). Arleno is
dorky and stupid. Her best

Dniun and Kxumger und a room-
f s

dles tho girls himself (*I've got o
way with young pooplo; thoy
trust mo™) by making them his
official dog walkors and then
“gecrot youth advisors.”

Arlene and Betsy’s misadven-
turos soon descond from satiro to
cloak and dagger, which ia where
“Dick” descends as well. Thoy got
involved with Washington Post
roporters Woodward and Bern-
stein, played by “Saturday Night
Live's” Will Forrell and comedian
Brucu McCulloch. The filmmak-
ura choice to make tho team a

listic Laurel and Hardy is

Enter the pmsidune. and that's
where the movie really does perk
up, Dan Hedays takes off and
puts on every Nixon quirk. 'l‘ho

way out of sync with tho other-

wisa-clever promise of adding a

new element (the girls) to fill in

the blanks of an historlcully
to story that's

Jjowls, the aweat, tho p
aro all thero once moro, He hon-

enough on its own.

Peace:
Betsy
Jobs
(Kirsten
Dunst,
left) and
Arlene
Lorenzo
(Michelle
Williams)
team up
to take
Washing-
ton by
storm
and take
down the
prculdent
in "Dick.”

N - Williams and Dunst are tal-
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shown other colors on their act-
ing palettes; being typecast as
du:;alb blandes shouldn't be a
problem.
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