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Back home: A Farmington.
Hills teenager took her
bicycle on a trek across the
Unlited States./A10

Benevolent golf outing:
Annual benefit links event
is scheduled for
tomorrow./A14

Open door pelley: Big deci-
sions involving develop~
ment should not be made
without input from citi-
zens./A12

City champs: Farmington
High was a double winner
Monday in boys golf, taking
the varsity and JV titles in
the annual city tourna-
ment./C1

Sult dropped: A former
Farmington High baseball
player who was injured in
a practice mishap said he
would drop his lawsuit
against the school dis-
trict,/C1
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Police, schools
ready for
night football

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
BTAFF WIITER

Farmington's move into night homo foot-
ball games is cxpected to go amoothly,
nlcclurdlng to local polico and achool offi-
cials,

Opening home gamos are scheduled at

Farmington, Harrison and North Farming-
ton at 7:30 p.m. Friday. Parking is expect-

od to create some probloms because of

ongolng school ronovations. At the school
district's request, six police officers from
Farmington will be on duty at Farmington
High's game and six Farmington Hills offi-
cors each will be working at North Farm-
ington and Harrison High.

Gary Goss, Farmington Public Safoty
dircctor, said because thia ia the firat night
homeo game, thero will be some playing the
situation by oar. Police from both Farming-
ton and the Farmington Hills dopartments
have met with district officials about the
first night games.

*Thers will bo a great doal of (police)

prozence there,” Gosa satd. “We oxpoct o *
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= AFundloving Farmington man gives 'big bucks to new playscape; A2
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Serumg Farmington and Farmington Hills for 111 years
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Ghmces abound for Hllls voters

4 George Sarkis:

B\’ LARRY O" CON'NOR
AFP WRITER
locannommhomoeomm.not
Farmingten Hills voters can count on
having a now mayor and at loast two

new city council mombers, possibly
oven another Oliverio.

Elght nandldntes met Tuesday's filing
deadline for the Nov. 2 election. Six will
vie for council, while Nancy Bates and

fan plan to square off for the
vacant mnyoml apot.

council. Filing deadline was 'I\:ondny
aftornoon. Eloction i Nov., 2.

As oxpected, Hilla Councilwoman
Nancy Bates will run for the vacant
mayoral spot, which is a two-year torm,
Sha'll oppose challenger George Sark-
ialnn who is chairman of tho city’s

to I

Ron Oliverio, ex-husband of current
Hills city council member Cheryl Olive.
rio, has submitted a petition to run for

Votor F pi
twn.
Bates snid she's surprised that the
mayor's raco featurea only two candi-

datos, At lnnn five nominating poti-
tlans weroe taken out,

candidato field. '
Incumbent Vicki Barnett will vie

raco has {ta p
sho said. “I think it'a a wondorful wny
to got out the discusaion of the issucs,”
anid Bates, who cltod rodevelopmont,
traffic and stato Logislation affecting
local control as koy.

Yarkislan js taking a page from cur-
rent Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi by going
door-to-duor, Since June, the power
train warranty analyst for Ford Mator
Co. sald he's visited 1,100 homes.

“I find that's the best way to intre-
duce yourself," said Sarkisian, who ran
for city council in 1989,

The city council raco features n aix-

with fiva ch planning com-
missioner Barry Bricknor, Andrew
Haliw, Ron Oliverlo, Chris McRao and
Paul Molin for three council seata. All
three carry four-year torma.

Howaever, aa of late Wednesday after-
noon, it was determined that Haliw did
not hnvo anough valid signatures to
run, according to tho city clerk’s
offico.He could not be reached for com-
ment.

Motivated by service
Public servica ia inspiring Ron Olive:
ease 860

Tour shows schools safe, far from Acompleted

On tour: James Jackson of Datacom Solutions strin
High School as thc building tour group passes by.

STAYY PROTO BY DILL BRESLER

‘55 network cable in the halla of Farmington
'ork continues around the clock.

SEMCOG: Hills intersection
listed among worst in county

is ranked among Oakland County's busiest.

reported

report.

“Tho raw

B\;"'.'._ARRY O'CONNOR
locannor@oe.homocomm.not

Motorists traveling through tho Orchard Lake-
12 Mile intersection can expect somo relicf, Road
Commisaion for Onkland County officinls said.

As far aa the intersection being ranked ono of
tho most dangerous, that's up for debato,

A Southenstorn Michigan Council of Govern-
monts report ranked Orchard Lake-12 Mile as
No. 8 with an average of 75 accidents during n
five-ycar span. In 1898, 81 accidents were
there,

Orchard Lake-12 Mile charting on the traffic
hit parade is not now, though, In 1897, tho anme
intersection was No. 10 in a similar SEMCOG

“In our opinion, that top-10 list doosn't mean
they ara the most dangerous,” said Craig Bryson,
Oankland County rond cummlssmn npokumnn.

Y

are a little

Such analysis doesn’t tuke into account ratio of
nccldents compared to traffic volumes or erash
saverity, Bryson said.

Orchnrd Lake, botween 12 and 13 milo roads,
had 52,172 vehicles traveling in bath directiona
during ono 24-hour period in 1997, Bryson said.

“It's mostly fondor-benders,” smd Lt. Dennis
Groen of the Farmington Hills pelice Trnfﬁc
Bureau, “I can't remember a fntality there in the
Inst fivo yeara,

“You have a0 many people there and you have
poople merging aver from the frooway, thoy're
not nning over 10 miles an hour,”

the rond i

STAFY PROTO BY Bas Barsizn

©n the list: The Orchard Lake-12 Mile intersection

plnna uddlng a rlgh! «turn lane from easthound
12 Mile that leads to Orchard Lako, That would
provido two through lancs and two dedicated
right-turn lanea.

At present, there is an caatbound lnne that
sorves for both right turns and through traffic,

“That should help the congestion there,” snid
Tom Biasoll, Farmington Hills Public Sorvice
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BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
BTAYF WRITER

Barring any last-minute delays or a
no-go from the firo marshal, Farming-
ton Public Scheols are still scheduled
to open Monday, district officials said
while giving a building tour Tuesday.

Problems do peraist, howover:

8 Farmington High School won't,
have any lockers until two wecks aftor’
school starts because of a delivery’
prablem that required reordering.

A Warner Middle School won't hnvo
operationnl lockers right awny.

B Farmington High has a puul
under conatruction, pushed behind:
schedulo because of a tile workera’,
strike, and the technology wing is atill:
protected from entry by fences. Sever-
al roome lnck curpet, ceiling tiles nnd
cobineta.

The canstruction and renovation are
part of a four-year, $83 million bond-
project approved by voters in Septem-
ber 1997, Work is expected to be com,
pleted by late next year. :

“Cosmectically, tha schools may ndt
look the grentest,” snid Cathy Webh,
Farmington school board president.
“Idenlly we would lave to sce it-all
absolutely done. But the acope of lhn
project is just cnormons.”

After touring Farmington nnd Nurxh
Farmington High, Warner and Dunck-
¢l Middle and Wooddale Elementary,.
she snid she was confident the build-
ings would be safe enough for atus:
dents.

Bill McCarthy, project manager with
McS/EV, a consultant and conatrue-
tion management firm in Redford, told
a group of achool administrators, a
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Gallagher
named to lead
Observer chain

Hugh
Gallagher is
the new
managing
editor  for
the Observ-
er Newspn-
pera. Heo
roplaces
Susan
Roaiek, who
w a3
appointed
publisher of
tho Obscrve
er Newspa-
pers in
June.

As man-
aging editor,
Gallagher will coordini'e newsroom
operations in three offices (Livonia,
Farmington and Plymouth) and super-
vise the soven community editora in
Canton, Farmington, Garden City,
Livenin, Plymouth, Redford and West.
land.

A gradunte of Wayne State Universi-
ty, Gallaghor has more than 26 years
of newspaper cxperience. At the
Observer, he has been an asaiatant
managing editor for 13 years, supervis.
injr copy desk activities for nine years
and the feature scetions for the tast
four yeara, Those feature sections
include Taste, Arts & Leisure, Enter-
tainment, At Hame and Real Estate,

Rosick snid Gallngher's "passion for
community journalism, his keen intel-
Tect along with his many years of newa-
paper expericnce and strong work
ethic will serve him well in the montha
and years to come.

“Hugh has bew part of the Obaerver

Hugh Gallagher
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