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i t has been a long process for the Farming-
E ton Hille City Council and staff to whittle
‘% down a host of davolopem and their pro-
jecw to a competing lnst three - one of which
-may bo chosen to build on the city-owned
:Eleven Pines project '
© We hava to give credlt to the developera for
: persovering and for exposing their ideas ~
‘good and bad — publicly, Not an casy pill to
‘swallow, |

But it's the best way. And it's the way the
! process - right down ta chnusing the finalist —
‘should continue.

Government was meuht to be open, as it

“has been throughout this selectipn process for ,

:doveloping the site at 11 Mile and Halsted,
_including expanding San Marino Golf Course
:from 9 to 18 holes.

Sure, some council members who now want
to go behind closed doors probably can squeeze
by under the Michigan Ogen Meetinga Act

‘which exempts talk of land sales and purchas-
es from public discussion,

But why start that now? The public scruti-
ny these developers and their plans have
undergone can only have served the public
botter. What could be swedter for the success
of tho Eleven Pines projectithan competition -
cspecially when it’s public’

Councilman Jerry Ellia s{nd he would like
to hear from ench of the rernmmng dovelopers

evelopment
blic part of process

privatsly 80 the other builders can't hear.

“So when someone comes in with a creative
idea, it's their idea,” Ellis told his colleagues.

Truthfully, the council by now ghould know
whose idea belongs to whom, And by now
council members should have a pretty good
idea of what each developer will bring to the
project — without fear of copycating.

To date, the city council haa done a fine job
of conducting this process publicly. They have
lived up to the crucial expectation tlm public
has of ita I 17
its business in pubhc where it belongs.

This project nlao is different than your aver-
age private development, This is publicly
owned land. And minds are hard to change
when a city council conducts its business
behind closed doors. The publie vote that
comes later is just & mattar of form.

Also consider that creative ideas don't only
come from devel or council b
Perhaps in the final match, a citizen listening
to the proposals and cspecially the details, can
Buggest aomotlung that will be a boon to the

t. It's not unheard of,

Afterall, this city belongs not to the devel:
apers or the city council, It belongs to the citi-
zens who deserve the right to listen and to
offer their about these develop
and their projects.

Engler S Voucher view on target

group called Kids Firat! Yusl is back-

ing a ballot proposal for November,

2000, which would remove the Michi-
'gnn Constitution’s ban on indirect aid to pri-
:vate schools,
. The group proposes ellowing about $3,100
*to each student in districts where the dropout
;rate oxceeds 93 percent (clearly aimed at
3Detroit).
1 On the faco of it, this seoms like an
ladmirable attempt to allow parenta more
“choice in their children's education, particu.
“larly in those public school districts that are
*failing to provide quality education.
i But the proposal is getting some close and
apparently negative scrutiny from Gov, John
iEngler, long a proponent of programs that
‘allow more parental choice, including the pub-
flicly funded charter achools. Engler has lot it
be known that he has never supported vouch-
<ora and would be examining tho proposal care-
ﬂally before deciding on whether to support it.
©  Some argue that Engler’s lack of support
for the proposal is more political than philo-
-snghdcal, They argue that a “voucher” proposal
on tho Presidential ballot would draw out &
larger Democratic vote, eapecially in the tradi-
tionally Democrat Detroit and its near sub-
urba. ,

The thinking is that a growi ber of
Detrolt voters, disguated by the condition of
the city’s achools and Catholic voters in the
older suburba who want to send their children
“to parochial achools, would tum out to support
the voucher proposal, while alao casting o vote
-for Al Gore or whoever the Democrats nomi-
nate for president.

In addition there i8 a strong anti h

and certainly the kind of thinking that has
made the governor such a successful cam-
paigner. But there are legitimate reasona for
him to continue hia opposition to vouchera and
for those who traditionally vote Democrat to
consider what vouchers might mean for the
future of public education.

These newspapers continuo to opposs

vouchers for private schools, One of the great-

est strengths of this country is the public
school Bystem, a8 beleaguered as it is, We
beliave that a voucher system would take des-
perately needed money from the public
schools. It would also allow public money to
pay for schools that aren't subject to public
acrutiny in terms of test scores and budgets.

In addition, the idea of “choice” is distorted.
Public schools must accept all students, These
private or parochiat schools are actually the
ones given the choice of which students to
accept and which to reject. And, when it comes
to the students who are the most coatly to edu-
cate ~ whether it's handicapped children,
those with multiple impairmonts, or even
those who are in high achool - guess what the
choice will be?

Yes, the voucher system will provide a
stipend that would help middle closs parents
send their children to private schools, but it
will not provide enough monsy to help poor
parenta. Over time, the result would be that
money would be drained from those public
schools that are often the only option for many
parenta.

In nddition, we believe, any public money
used to support church-centered school
instrucdon programs is a violation of the First

hibition against the estab-

_group within the Democratic party who also
might be drawn out to a lackluster presiden-
tial race just to vote againat a voucher pro-

B T
lishment of a religion.
‘We need to spend our monoy and invest our
public efforts into making the public schools in
all of our mmmunitien the best that they can
. We rt any efforts by Gov. Engler in

gram.
. Noither of theso rios help the ch
:of Englers man, George W. Bunh in the
\always 1p Al

That's & : TPET] Vs

that direction and urge him to continue his
opposition to voucher systems,
'

COMMUNITY VOICE.

QUESTION:

What's th

| bestand

-} worst about

. going back
to sckool?

We asked this
question at
Cisrencevitle
High School on
Tuesday, the
first day of

. school in that
district,

“You get to see
all of your
frionds.
Homework |3 the
worst.”

Jeony Baspala

“Sa0 olt of your
friends. Skip
homewark!"

Jamwe Ham

*Seeing all the
new stuft In
school, Having to
got up sarly.”

“Ses your
friends. Home-
workl*

Krolcizyk Jennier Swider

~ARKIE HUDGKIN:

LETTERS

Oplnimu are to be shared: We welcome your ideas, that’s why we offer this space for your
opinions. We will help by editing for clarity. To assure authenticity we ask that you provide a
contact telephone number and if mailing or faxing a letter, please sign it. Letters can be mailed
to: Joanne Malwzewaln, 3.‘1411 Grand Rwar, Farmington, MI 48336, faxed to Joanne at (734)

469-2700 or iled to, net
Town Village Cleancrs *

A blg help . 'Franstec Corporation

he 1899-2000 Farmington High School WHY USA Real Estate

PomPon Squad would like to thank these Vic's World Class Market
generous sponsors for the donetions that have
been made toward their program. With these Cindi Helisek
donations, the squad has been able to add a Farmington Hills
new Junior Varsity Squad of 14 bers, as -
well as increase the Varsity Squad to 28 mem-
bers. Smoking Isn’t pretty

Action Management Services
Aloha Tanning
Analysis International
Anderson & Associates, Inc,
Anthony’s Jewelry
A&W Restaurant
BAM Wearables
Beautyclub Spatique
Carousel Travel
Colonial Oil Exchange
Contemporary Awards
Corian Carpet & Furniturs Cleaners
Cornwell & Bush Real Eatate, LLC.
Farmington Hills Fire Fighters Association
Farmington Naila
Focal Point
Ford Motor
Generations Furniture & Home
Gerald C. Grace Agency, Inc.
Ginnopolis’
Grace Insurance Agency, Inc.
Grand Cafe
Instrument Sales East
. International Minuto Press
Jet's Pizza
Marcus Management
Meadow’s Liquor and Wme Shop
Mentor Financial
Mid American Pompon .
Paul J. Misch, D.D.8,, P.C, Family Den-
tiatry
Mobil on the Run
Motor City Harley Davidson
Nosh & Smear Bagel Cafe
N.Y. Deli & Catering
Page'a Food & Spirjta
Papa John's Pizza
Ram's Horn
Salon Legato
Schauer Business Forms, Inc,
Sports Im
Springbrook Gardens Florist
Subway (Grand River bet. Farmington &
Drake)
Sunny Day Cars and Montessori
Suzanne's Bridal Gallery
Target Marketing, Inc.
Target Storea
“TCBY" Treeta
The Korner Barbers
The Neighborhood Cleanera
Oaks Furnituro

hank you for the “Smokescreen” article in
the Observer, Aug. 8,

If peoplo don’t get hooked on cigarettes
when they’re young, they're not likely to take
up smoking later. I am alarmed at the resur-
gence in smoking I ece outside of schools (just
beyond the school grounds) and among young
adults. Product placement and glamorization
of smoking in movies and other media encour-
ages insecure young people to try it and
they’re soon hooked., I'm waiting to see a

“movie where the anly “jerks,” pimply faced,
buck-toothed young people or wrinkled hags
are shown smoking instead of Leonardo di
Caprio and the cool ones, A picture is worth a
thousanu words and a little deglamorization
would go a long way to discourage kids from
smoking.

Kudos to the former Winston Man for
speaking up and to the Observer for publish-

ing this article,
Margaret G. Schaeffer
Farmington Hills
Remembering Vets

hen I wae in the Army in 18560, I saw

many casualties and wounded vets.
One in particular was really a great guy; he
was a young soldier who was actually halfa
human being; he apparently had fallen onto a
live hand-grenade on his right side, destroying
the whole right half of his body entirely. He
had a glass eye, prosthesis right arm, prosthe-
sia right leg, and walked with a elightlimp.
When you reached out to shake his hand he
always extended his real left hand.

I used to go into town in a jeep and I always
took this lad with me. We had much fun
drinking Cokes, listening to music and mixing
with civilians and other Gl's. [ tried very
hard to show him and myself a good time. We
never discusaed his injuries. How IwishI
could remember his name!

I'd like everyone to nlways remember the
sacrifices of our brave young folks in the sor- 3
v{co of our grcat country, Respect the flag, and |
be tt ber your

Leon Schoichit |
Farmington Hills
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OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journaliam

RICHARD AQINIAN, PRESIDENT

in o fundamentally different way than our bigger competition. They consider themaelves to be

2162,

independent from the stories and

they cover, in to write the unusual or

hing else. We regard oursclves as both accurate

tional and then dashing off to cover

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power




