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POINTS OF VIEW

Communication works both
ways: Tell us what you thmk

ou've seen the commercial. A group of
self-satiafied guys are sitting around
and ore of them says smugly, “It doesn't
geg any better than this”
: 1 know how he feels.
Thm week I'm stepping into the position of
managing editor for The Observer Nowspapers.
That means it's my job to help a talented group
of editors, reporters, photographers and artists
put out the beat community newspapera in
Amenca
“- - For a newspaper junkie, it doesn't get any
ch‘r than that,
: For decades newapapers have been given the
8-count, only to rise again to fight another day.
First it was radio, then television and then the
Internet that would provide the KO. But each
medium found its own purpose and its own  *
agdlence Am'l newspapers did, too.

. have pr d by
pmnd]ng the news that you need. Our front

.- page has a slogan, “Putting you in touch with
your world.” We don’t have far-flung correspon-
dénts, national political pundits or an extensive
travel budget. We don't cover the hot Hollywood
gossip.

‘We're about you, your neighbors, your locat
government, your schools, We want to tell your
stary.

Thnt'a an important job and we take it very

" sdriously.

We're diligent about covering local elections,
even when the electorate seems apathetic. Wo
keep & close eye on local schools, both what the
achonl board does and what actually goes on in
the clagsrooms,

+ We cover the school sports, putting the spot-

:HUGH GALLAGH

wire story, but we'll often find a local connection

- that brings the story home to you.

‘When we cover the arts, wo'll tell you about
what you're intereated in attending and also
about what your friends and neighbors are
doing to express themselves,

‘Wao also present our opinions on issues that
directly affect your lives. You may not always
agree with our opinions and that'’s fine. Qur
goal ian’t primarily to change your view but’
instead to stimulate debate and, maybe, encour-
age you to participate in the discussion with a
letter to the editor.

1became a nvwspaperjunkio probably by
osmosis, watching my father devour newspa-
pers from front page to back. He always had
strong opiniona about everything and carried
on & regular dialog while he read.

That's what we hope you'll do with your
Observer. We want to know what you think
about what you're reading, what you'd like to
see in the paper, what we're doing wrong and
what we'rs doing right. If you think you know a

* been somewhere else for a while, I'll speculate -

State needs Dems to- be vzable option.

., In the Dx : atato party head

on Townsend Stx_oet. in Lansing, thero's a
poster of a néw superhero. Like all super-,
heroes, this one'wears a cape and rod tighta,
He'n overly musclebound and apparently can
fly. .

But this ons has a big “D” on his chest and
has the head of a donkoy, The poster proudly
proclaims, *The Democrats aro Back.”

That tells me one thing — Democrats have

here they were stuck in “Fieger Time,” which
5 o lot ke the *Twilight Zone,” nnd itaalong:
way back from there,

State Party Chairman Mark Brower ian't
willing to accept tho premise, Democrata have
not, ag-some argue, been out of touch with the
electorate, he says,

* “We had a very bad clection lzst time. [
won't blow emoke at you,” Brewer said. But. xt .
wasn’t as bad &s it app he also

If Democrats are smart, theyll make a top'

priority of tho Jatter. Vaters are clearly dis-
gusted with politics in general,

Michignn .
Democrats have lost ground because of that -

disaffection. And I hear more and more from
folks who feel the Democratic party doesn’t.
the

A mero 1,300 votes spread across four repse.
sentative’s districts — tho right four — would
have put Democrats in control of the state -
House.

As it is, things are pretty dismal for lhn
Dems in Michigan. The GOP controls both
chambers of the Legislature and tho gover- .
nor’s office, Among statewide offices, only the
Attorney General's office is held by a Demo-
crat, Jennifer Granholm. And now even the

. make up of the state Supreme Court is becom-

ing n big issue for the Democratic party,.

8o the party is learning how uncomfortablo
it is to be in the minority. Regardless of whorn’
Democrats are, or whero they've been, they

have.a plan for coming back. Brower unvmlcd

his plans earlier this month.
For one, the sww party is pl:mmng a

ply trying to make it through a typical work
day, making a buck and lrymg to moke a good
life for the family.

Door knocking is an excellent way for the
party to reconnect. Voters, from what T've

guy, the ona who is sim- -

" soen, appreciate when politicos come looking: .

for them and thoir opinions. Too often, when' * .

citizens head off to the scat of governmeat to
try to be heard, they leave feeling ignored.,

H

1 for'ono hopoe the campaign is successful. l‘, :

would urge nny resident of the etate to give
perty membera an earful when they como .
knockin.’ s an opportunity voters ought not

miss, regardless of which party they’re from. .

And 1 hope Democrata leave with a bettor .
idea of what voters really want and a mammd
relationship with their constituents.

The state needs the Democrata tobe &

:litl:t on energatic young men and women uh-  good story wo ehould be covering, don't keop it and Jkoly o uati the next e B N B et
etes, rather than on millionaire professionals.  t4 yourself; let us know, If we're ing the bi Tecti bt .
‘We also try to reflect the life that is impor- ¥ . g The goal, isto B! of political Wm we all need

tant to you and your neighbors with profiles of
the people who live and work in each of our ’
communities,

! . Wo cover issues, controversies, organized

- activities that have a vital interest for the peo-
ple living in each of our towna, If it matters to

picture on what's important in the community,
fill us in. If our apinions on local issues are all
wet, sat us straight.

After all, it's YOUR newspaper.

You can reach me at (734) 853-2149, fax me
nt (734) 591 7279 or e-mail me at

ydu. it matters to us.
I We cover regional and state newsa that will -
have a direct impact on our communities.
‘When hing important hap around
. the world, we won't be giving you the latest

Local Kids
:-Will Have A

:GREAT SUMMER...
Thanks to your Donations!

}
i

net.

I look forward to the discussion.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Qbserver Newspapers.

-cal persumon'and opinimu ona vanzty
issues, ..> . T

getwweryhommthanmmbydwﬁmeme
next election is here, Brewer sald.
The Dems will be using the canvass to

" explain the party’s position on cducahnn and

ita call for strengthening public
They say thoy want to hire more teachers,:
reduce class sizes, mndarniu chsmmu and
institute a core crriculum.

But also, they'll be toohngfn:voﬁan

strong representation from bm.h ends for the
palitical spectrum.

An'we ara seeing now, ons party dvxnlnnhon
‘of the éystem eliminates much of the advan-

. Lngeofhnvinsutwo-pnrtymwmmthoﬁmt
' “place. .

- Mike Malott repam on the-local lmpluz-

, twnao[‘xtau(mdrwmnalevmu.}{ewnbe
" reached by phone at (248) 349—17000rbye

mail at mmalott@homeeomn_d

Home Apphunces

ease donate your motorized vehlcle directly to the Soclety

ST, VINCENT DEPAUL. We help {,000's of people through
Job placement, food depots and chlidren’s camps. We are
‘one of the only charitable organizations that seek
tomoblles to support thelr own programs. This allows
are proceeds to go to the needy.

Red Tag Sal
15-50° OFF

Regular retail prices
Excludes special purchases

Look for the
red tag for
uddmonul savings
. off our already
low pricesi

et (3IJ)972 3l00
1.(800} 309-AUTO (2886)

o i and Appliance Donations Call LT3 S1AIN M

;,Limited'timé offel'!"Free'TuitiO,l *

| wantroCrACK
the tax COde ?

We cover everything, from completing 2 basic 1040 to the
skilltul handling of complex schedules. Learn about recent
changes In tax laws, as well as proven tax-saving strategles.
Once you've graduated, you may even have the opportunity
to Interview with H&R Block.** Call for the flexible course
times and convenlent locations in your area and enrofl today!

One-of-a-knd, outot-<arton, discontnued, uied, ‘mnmmwmum nmmmmm.mmammmumnm
onty, Actual

e s e poowant e SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
Wmammnmmmmmlmum 12001 SEARS AVE. j op.n 7 Dlys
©TH09 HAR BiOCK Tax Sarvices, InC. 1100/ AA KEOAWE/ DY LIVONIA A Mon. M Fﬂ‘ ‘;ao .'rn‘_am p-m
14008 WEST OF MeDOLERELT i *E i Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. §:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
S———————— Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m.
X 1 800- TAx 2000 PHONE: 4225700 __—
Ha:R BLOCK:.

Now more warys to buy at Sears p— | .
g | D PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED -
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