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Dearing concert duo is classical success for couple

* . BY DIANE GALE ANDREASE]
_BPECIAL WEITER

<= One way to get your fill of ¢las-
sical music now that WQRS is
defunct is to find an itinerary of
‘The Desring Concert Duo or
tune into their recently released
CD, *Take One” .
: The serene, peaceful and
relaxed music that Steven and
Abha Dearing creste draws a
limited audience. They know
that if they played populsr
music their following would be
much larger, but they refuse to
wn;{mmiu the integrity of their
wo,

“There's 80 many vocalists who
don't sing in tune and instru-
mentalists who aren't that good,”
Abhn said, “Playing this music is
‘a matter of ethics. We know it's

~—of a higher context and sub-
stance. We find it more ng-
ing and we went to be able to
bring thst to peopls.”

Flute and guitar

With Abha on the flute and
Steve playing the guitar, the
couple specializes in classic,
Latin, chamber, modern snd
folk music and they tend to draw
a middle aged audience,

“it's ususlly a forties and up
kind of erowd and young parents
who are trying to expose their
kids to classical music,” she
added. “It’s exciting for some
parents to see young people
doing music of a higher quality,

We want peopls to try something
new and sea 1f they like it.”
Sitting at the kitchen tabls of
their Plymouth apartment,
Bteven, 33 and Abha, 24, seem to
be performing a duet as they
takes turns the story of
how they miet at Wayns State

University.

‘How they met

He was working on his mas-
ter's degree in music and she
Jeting her bachalor's

like to do a dust.”

Married for a year, Abha is
choir dirsctor at Mercy High
Bchool and directa the Mer-
cyaires, a prestigious vocal
group. In fact, Abha grew up in
Farmington Hills and was a

rCy, herself. Shs graduat-
ed high achool in 1992, Bteve,
who was borp and raised in
Windsor, is guitar instructor at
the University of Windsor and
at Macomb Coun-

was p
degreos in music. Both were
thare on full scholarships,

That was five years g0 and

"three weeks ago they hit the

biggest mileatons of their careers
when their first CD was released
earlier this month with a apat-
tering of Latin music and a
repertoire of Ravel and Bitet, as
well an original piece by Wayne
Btate University professor
James Lentini.

It is the first time Lentini’s
“Pantasy for Flute and Guitar”
was recorded. “The CD is really
an introduction to us,” Abha
said. *It shows snip of what

ty C i .
Whils many of thejr intereats
and talents dovetall nestly, their
music backgrounds couldn't be
muore different. Bteve began play-
ing classical music when ho was
21, Abha haos been at it aince she
was a toddler, Shs started play-
ing the flute when shs was in the
fourth grade. “I Joved it, but [
was horrible,” she szid. *My par-
enta sent mse to Blue Fine
Arta Camp when I was 12 and it
was a wonderfuf experience.”
Ever since then she knew sha
wanted music to be her life's
work. But she credita her com-

we can do, Our next CD will
explore more deeply.” Looking at
Steve and smiling broadly, Abha
explains that their carcer was
born out of a crush.

“I always thought he was real-
ly cute,” Abha exp!ained. “Steve
was in the music lab and I pre-
tonded to need to listen to a
dreadful piece. Ha anked if I'd
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astage p to her
father, Ramesh Mangrulkar, 8
musician, n she was 3 years
old, he'd put her on stage at Hart
Plaza in downtown Detroit dur-
ing the East Indian festival,

“1 got confident on stage,
because my parents wonld be at
parties and Pcnph would say:
‘Bhe can sing.’ "

In fact, her first duets were at
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family parties with her brother
Azshish. “Oh yeah, abe's a ham,” «
8 added. - o

teve ;
This symbiotic relationship
een Steve a; ha brings
wasmth and comfort to their per.
formances that rangs from wed.
ding caremonies and parties to

concerts. Most recently lh:{ i :

layed at Nardin Par
sthodist Church in Parming- 1
ton Hills

“Wednesdays at Eight" .
neries; the Ann Arbor Art Fairs;
for the Plymouth Community
Council; for the Birming-
ham-Bleomfield Arts Council }
and at a church series in Strat-
ford, Ontario,

Never the same twice

“It's mare exciting to see us
live,” 8teve said. “People are
surprised when they see that
there's only two people making
ell that music and there's a lot of ,
interplay between us, I can tell’
what sha’s going to do before she
does jt. We never play ths same
thing twice the same way.”

Unfortunately, he added, a lot
of people won't go to concerts
nnﬂu the performers are known
stars, “because they won't take a

chance,” .o

They hopa that *Take One”
will introduce more people to
their talent and will he their
ticket to international tours,

“We want to meet new peopls
and cultures and expose them to
our kind of music,” Steve said,
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Dearing duo: Abha on flute and her husband Steven on

guitar just released their first CD, “Take One.”

adding that the people whe do
attend their concerts apprecinte
fine music, *I feel a little more
validated when someons comes
to a concert and says something

ith the'government’s highest fiv star crqsh}‘tes,f ating: -

disc brakes » SecuriLock™ passive antli-theft

"Drivcr Bl!ld passenger front crash test, Class is basic large cars under $35,000. **Some payments higher, some lower,
Residency restrictions epply. For special lease terms, lake new retail delivery from dealer stock’by 9/1/99. ***Always wear
" your safely belt and secure chitdren in the rear seat. tUnder normal driving conditions with routine fluid/filter chunges.

to us, becausa they have a higher
standord and have listencd to a
lot of music,” he sald. “There's
s0 much todo.”

Metro Detroit
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