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Yep, it’s football season;

BY BrAD EMONS
BPoaTs WRITER

ot

Wait a minutol
-+ Don't toll mo it's football soa-
80n alrendy, a week boforo Labor

Day weekend?
~In case you're counting, the
expanded playoffs now make it a
14-weck soason, so if you're Red-
ford Catholle Contral and Farm-
ington Harrison, the two-timo
defending atato champions in
thoir rospective classos (AA/A),
you mako plans for five rounds of
ployofla instead of four,

. Now all the six-win teams get
‘nto the big dancoe. I say play an
olght-gamo rogular soason and
let everybody in for one lnst shot.
~Good thing tho weather haa
been cooporating so far with the
‘teduced training camp schedule.
1+ But what if temperaturea soar
back into the 80s?

#¢You could soe a lot of yellow
hankies flying Friday night with
2eams only given threo weeks to

Frepare.

it But onre thing remaina con-
8tant, the prediction race will
ot change.

O Yours truly finished strong
ust year, corrcetly picking 27 of
the final 28 games to beat the
uwy

8 PREDICTIONS

4 dd

tncoln Pask {4-8) at Liv, Frankiln (1-8),
7 p.m.t Tho Roilspiitiers downed tho Potrhk
ota 190 In last year's opener, but this
could ba 8 maze even matchup. Franklin
Joo Ruggloro can put 2ip on

dow Irish , better
known as Dan O'Meara (no rola-
tion to the golfer Mark; that's for
sure).

The fina totals for 1898, if you
had forgotten — Emans, 103-27;
O'Moara, 100-30. .

What's in etore for Wook No.
1?7 Lot's give it a go and roll- the
dice (not nt the new MGM,
please).

FRIDAY'S GAMES
(n!l ntart xt 7:30 p.m. unless noted)

&, Catholic (37} ut Blshop Borgess (6~
4), 4 p.m.t Football retuins (o Applston
Street {In the shadows of Detrolt Dlesel)
a3 the speedy Spartans ook 10 Improve on
tast yaar's mark. Borgass drllied Detroil
£ast Cathollc 40-12 a year sgo. PICKS:
Borgoss wins the opanar.

Liv. Churchlll (2-7) vs. Redford Union {9-
1), 7 p.m. at Kratt Fleld: The Panthers
wers biggar, faster and stronger than nine
of their 10 opponents a year ogo, reaching
the playoffs for the first time ever. Seversl
kay playars wore fost, bul senior Mke
Macek (81, 214}, who rushed for 1,389
yaudy, and now quarte:back Dave Brown
could give Churchiit more headaches, The
Chargoes will ot 31 saniota on the fsld,
led by fineman Mike Gaura {63, 326) and

QB John Bennott. PICKS: Macak give RU

the edge.

1he ball, the key question Is whether ho'it
got anough protoction. PICKS: Lincein
Pask squeezes oul a win.

Det. Cooley {4-8) at Weetiand Qienn (8-
2 7 pum.i Cooley coach Tom Moss Is tout-
Ing funning bock Joseph Temple {700
yards} and quarterback-defensive back
Loslia Davls. Playolftosted Glonn foturns a
strong nucleus despita tha loas of aikima
leading rushsr Regglo Spearmon with the
likes of new taliback Edlo Jones, along with
Ben Harrls, Jake Tharp and Dave
Lewandowskl, Glean beat the Cardinols &
your 0go, 248, PICKS: Glenn roars ot of
the gate.

Wayne {4-8) at Romulus {10-1), 7 pm.t
The Zebras started oul hat In 1898, win-
ning four of thelr firsy five before dropping
thalt final four. It

Class A regional Ninallst a yoar 8go, gradu-
ated All-State runaing back Freddle Rus-
soll, PICKS: Romulus grounds the Zabias,
D.H. Crestwood (0-9) at Qarden CRy (2-
7), T p.nk: The Cougars clobberod winless
Creatwood In last year's 308800 opaner,
388, This yonr's Cougar squsd wlll rely
heavlly on quorterback Rob Hudson, who
will glve GC a more diversified attack. The
primasry runnor Is taillback Josh Foo. PICKS:
The Cougars start out 1999 foaling good.
Red. Thurston (5-4) at Wiliow Run (2-7),
7’p.m.t Tho Eagles do not have Scott
Genoid (Indiona) to cary the load end they
don't have a home fleld thia soason elthor,
The Class B Flyers havo cnly 18 players,

that means grid picks

but they have a good ona In tallbsck Josh
Allison (8-, 188). The Englos counter with
fullback/Insico linebsckar Brian Reld.
PICKS: Flip a coln; it’s Thurston again.
(8-2) at Ly, Stevensan (B4):
Stovenson tuok the opening drlve and
marched down tha fisld and scored, only 1o
loso 19-7, These's no mare C.J. Kreger and

Colln Wilkinson to contend with, so the:

Spartens, returiing a slow of talented skl

- players, should be on & more lavel ploying

Hlald this time around: Daarborn’s top
rolurnea Is linemsn Scott Golem, PICKS:
Stevonson Jooks very formidable.

Ply, Canton (3-0) at Ypstiantl (63):
Ypu!, coached by Dan Brown, moves up to
the Moge-Fed this senson afier being In
tho Mega-White, Canton, which sevared Its
tias with perannlal playolf foa Monros In
the season opener, is coming off B 26-25
win In the 1998 season finsle over rival
Ptymauth Salem. Can (he momanium con-
tlnue for second-yoar coach Tim Boeechter?
PICKS: Centon has Lhe edge.

Pt. Huron Northern {3-4) st Piy. Salem
(4-8): No more Beltevilla on the saason
<ard for Rocks coach Tom Moshimer, who
was a big proponont of the newly expandsd
ployoff systom. Port Huron Northern won
Ita tast five games of 1898 after lasing Its
first four, Northem's offenss appanrs ready
to celch up with the defense. PICKS:
Despito heavy construction zones, the trip
I8 well wonth [t for Noithamn.  *

Novl {6-4} at Farmington (8-3): New
lignts, high expectations and a quality
opponsnt are storlng in the face of the
host Falcons, who 8re expected 1o chal-
(enge for tha Lakes Divislon title In the

A, Novl, won't be 8 pushover, The
Wildcats have a alanted split ond In 6-2,

195-pound Pat Muston, who averaged 21
yards per catch, along with gquarterback
Mitch Maler. Novi wan last year's
maichup, 38-7, but had o glva back the
win after using sn Ineligbte player. PICKS:
Farmington doesn't disappoint the homa
fans.

Rosavifle (1:8) &t N. Famington (18}
The Reldera wlll slzo go undar tho home
fights for the first tima. Their only victory
woas a farfall win oves Orchard Lake St.
Mary's {sctually 8 42-0 loss at the Pontlec
Sliverdome), Rosavlile ls led by 81, 175
pound quartarback/frae safely Kevia
McCletiand, along with ((nebackers Etlo
Fox and Stove Gatto, They wil slso install
® new 4.3 cefense agains! the Raldoss,
who will use a varlation of the Wing.T.
MCKSL Rosaville s slightly botter.

Oxford {83} st F.H. Harrleon (13-0)1 The
Hawke were the superlor team last yoar,
boating Oxford twice — 48-0 In the sesaon
opener and 487 in the state samifinols.
Oxford Is led by one of the top linemen In
the stale, 6-4, 281-pound twowey tackle
Erlc Ghlacivo, who (a high on the lsts of
Michigan and Michigan Stato. He wos 2iso
a runner-up In the Division Il state
wisstling lournemont as .
Bilan Nelson s the only
for he Hawks, but waloh out for spesdy
funning back Kevin Woods who galned haif
of his 807 yards in the atate playoffs.
PICKS: Harrison stlil has Oxford'a numher:'

{r
8): This Is & big game in the Metrs Confer-
ence, Both mado tho playofts & yoar 6g0.
Harpar Woods has gone four straight
times, but lost to Unlonvlli in

cushar Walter Ragtand, but new coach
Greg Hudxins hos a palr of gems in Scott
Wilon and TIm Shaw. Harper Woods best
Claconcevlilo In [33t yoar's matchop, 356,
PICKS: Harpor Woods estabiishes Itsell.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
{all ot 1 p.m. unless noted)
an. Mt Carmel (3-0) at Luth, West-
tand {0-9): Mount Carmel did not fare wall
In tha Catholic Lengue’s D-Sectlon, whilo
Lutheran Wostland went winloss In 1098.
Coach Gary Hamin hes a thin roster, but
roturnecs Josh Moldenhauer, Charlls Hooft

offs a yenr ngo only to 1038 to Pack, 2814,
Dan Boulter, 8 6-3, 180-pound sophomore.
will b the key whather he's at quarter
back or running back. Pon Sanllac, trying
to revamgp s progeam, scored only three
touchdewns all of 1998, PICKS: Tho
Agglea are off and ing.

Redford CC (120) va. A.A. Plonesr {€-
3), 7 p.m. st Pontlao Sliverdame: No moaso
Rogowskl, Lusky, Brzezlaskl, so what's o
coach (ke Tom Mech to do? Don't wery.
the Shamrocks have 89 varslty pisyors and
s0me veterans to bulld another strong
nuclous atound Inctuding Mike Moxtis, Sohn
Kave, Matt Loridas, Steve Dominguez and
Joremlah Hicks. Pioneor, which rotums 15
stosters, won [ts last slx games of 1998

should be a playoff contender. Running
back Steve Shipman (81, 185) could be

the first round last year, SO0, In Class C.
Cierancoville will miss all-time leading

one County's bast, PICKS:
CC shows the Lions how to perfoim at the
Sliverdome.

g ? M eara from page C1

.‘ﬁubliuhinx on Monday a few
years ago, our deadlincs were

- guch that we couldn't get Satur-

ay games in the Sunday paper.
{\bout the timo tenms were kick-
ing off to start the second half,

he Farmington edition was
going on the press,

The start of Friday night foot-
ball has heightened the excite-
meont that ordinarily accompa-
nies the start of a now senson.

Harrison enters the 1899 cam-
paign a8 the two-time defending
Western Lakes and Class A stute
champion with a 26-game win-
ning streak.

I bolieve the Hawks will have
another good, if not great, year,
But I think tho anticipation on
the evo of a historic season is
greatest at Farmington High,
which appropriately has been
playing football a lot longer than
ita siater schools.

Thoe Falcons have a veteran
team with sizo, speod, strength
aud experience. Adding to the
intorest ia the fact Farmington
plans to use a varicd offense and
no huddle. That should keep
opposing defenses guessing.

“We can control the tempo of
the game {with the no-huddle),”
conch John Bechtol said. “Our
kids like it. It's a fun thing and
the more fun wo make it the bet-
ter we play. Tho most important
factor i8 we can run twice as
many plays in practice.”

The addition of former Walled
Lake Central coach Darrell
Harper as offensive coordinatior
in combination with Bechtel's
idens should make for an inter-

esting mix,

“We'll probably be more one-
back if anything, but we're going
to ba everywhoro,” Bochtel said.
“We're going to spread poople

out.

“When wo dofensed coach
Harper (when he was at Con-
tral), he forced us to play very
basic on dofense, bocause wo
couldn’t load up and take
chances.” N

Bechtel also knows the other

Wostern Lakea conches know

i has a lot of positi
going for it. Therefore, the Fal-
cons can't expect to sneak up on
anybody.

“We have to be at the top of
our game,” he said, “If we got to
the point wo play offense with a
great level of consistoncy and
control the ball, we'll be a protty
good football team.”

If all goes well, the Falcons
could either replaco or join Har-
rison as the Farmington repre-
sentative in tho post-season
playoffa.

The expanded format — every

ONLY 18 GAMES LEFT AT ““THE CORNER"'’

TIGERSVSOR OLES

Fi Aug2? 705 Flreworks Spectacular’ (WCSX,UPH-50, KON Office Solutions, 08E)
Sat Aug28 505 Hlistorlc Tigers Cap? (Entertalnment)

Emle Harwell Autograph Session / 3:30-4:30

Signing coples of “Michigan & Trumbull”~ The Yideo

Sun Aug29 105 Collector Card Set #4/ Kirk Glbson and Gates Brown' (Ballpark Brands)
Gibson and Brawn autegraph session — 11:30- 12:30

Stroll in the Park'

“Yosigune, weaher permiting "Fict 14,000 fan 14 s wnder Tirst 10,000 fars

ﬁ “"ég “@!‘L Qo % Gt Rerate

FORTICKETS CALL seram

248-25-TIGER

- For season or group tickets call 313-963-2050

team with a 6-8 record qualifiea
now, and soma 5-4 teams will be
used to round out the field —
meana more teams will get in,

It would be nice, as well as a
first, if all three Farmington
teams were to qualify, Farming-
ton has had two qualifiera just
onge, that being 1991,

The Falcons have never quali-
fied for tho playoffs, and this
could bo their year, But main-
taining their focus is essential.

Farmington opens with Novi,

and the Falcons need only recall
what occurred last year to do
that. The game was a disaster
from the start, and Farmington
ended up losing 88-7.
" “Novi will be as good a football
team a8 we'll play all year, and
they're going to be ready, too,”
Bechtel said, adding tho Wild.
cats arc among the Kensington
Valloy Conference favorites.

“We haven't set team goals;
that’s something we haven't
talked about. The only team goal

wo have right now is Novi weok.
That's the only thing we can
focus on now.

*“For us to be successful, we .
have to focus and do all the little
things. The key to success in
football ia turnovers. We can't
turn the ball over or have penal-

ties. .

“I told the players, for tho next
186 weeks, nothing 18 more impor-
tant in our lives than the foot-
ball. If we have it, we want to
keop it; if we don’t have it, we

want to get it.”

Bechtel ndded this, which the”
Felcons might consider words to
live by as they begin this most
promising of football seasons:

“What we say is not signifi-
cant; what we do countsl”

MORE THAN BRAWN: The Faltons
have brains, too, and they use thom.
Basides other honars the Falcons hope
o garner, Bechtel wants his team to be
an ocedomic oll-state team,

The 11 players with the highest
grado-point averages determine the

team's standing. Farmington was (itth In
Class A last year, but only the top four
are recognized. The team's GPA last
somoster was 3.81,

BLAST FROM PAST: Well, not exact.
Iy, 1t was an old memary.but not some-
thing the Harrison coaching statt
rocalled fondly.

John Horrington begins his 30th year
83 tha only head coach In school history
and Bob Sutter his 27th as a vassity
sssistant, Sutter has been coaching at
Hartlson for 30 years, too, but he was a
5V coach the first thres.

Anyhow, the construction st the
schoal reminded them of what it was
like In 1870 when the school was new
and the pogram was getting started.

When practice began Aug. 9, the
coaches had thelr office In tha shower,
where all the dosks, chais, file cab)-
nets, etc., had been moved.

{Rey. nobody ever sald Herrington, »
member of the coaches Hall of Fame
wlth 281 career victories, was afl wetl)

Anyhow, when asked ahout thelr
coaching longevity, Sutter aaid:

“We feal fike we're starting over.
{That flest yoor) we practiced at
Beachvlew (Swim Ctub), and we put the
equipmant in tha shower.”

HERE'S ALL YOU DO:

appear in your ad.

Sorry, no dealers

Onkland County: 248-644-1070 Wayne Count
Hiits: 2 C Lake Ori

Selling your car? Your boat?
Your RV? Your Truck?

If you have something that fits into our
800-899 classification, and are asking $2.000 or
less, this deal is for you!

1. Describe your ltem In 3 lines. The asking price must be less than $2,000 and
2. Run your ad for 2 days (Sunday-Thursday or Thursday-Sunday).

3. Your cost? 1 low price of just $19.97. Your savings? Just about half off
+ our regular price for a three- line ad.
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NEWSPAPE!

HOMETOWN CLASSIFIEDS

Part of Homa Town Communication Notwork™

oeoniine.com

ty: 734-501.0000
ion, Oxford, Waterford: 249-475-4596




