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- BPECIAL WRITER

. *“Tha Sixth Sense” defics label-
ing. If you don't like horror
movies, if you don’t like thrillors,
if you don’t like the aupernatural
— don't worry, but do go. It's
tionio of the above and all of the
above. Thia is a horror movie
with a heart, a film so sensitive
and smart you'll want to stand
by the box office and stop peoplo
from sceing anything olse.

. You'll aloo want to go right
back in nnd seo it a sccond time
yourself, for roasons we can only
}.xint at, r
. Bruce Willis is prominent

hiladelphia child psychologi

Maleolm Crowe. He and his wifo

"heth Sense’ A

(Olivia Williars) are surprised
one cvening by an intruder, Vin-
cent Grey (Donnie Wahlberg in a
brief but loud appearance), Vin-
cent had beon troated unsuccess-
fully by Crowe yoara earlier. Now
an adult, he is still torrified by
*“something” and haa returned to
exact rovenge by putting one
bullet in the doctor's belly and
another in his own oar. As this
sots up events to como, we'ro not
spilling any boans hore.

Fading out and in to the fol-
lewing fall, wo find that Dr.
Crowo is weighted down with
guilt to the point of professional
impotence. His salvation may
como in tho form of cight-year-
old Cale Sear who, like Vincent,

RS

also lives with an unspokon
drend. Cole ia a pitiful youngster.
His peeors ostracize him,
toacher calls him a “freak” and
his hardworking divorcé mother
is running out of patience.

Cola can’t or won't communi-
cato his “sccrot” to anyone, Tho
secrot: He aces doad people. Not
ghosts, but corporeal beings who
died violently and wander South
Philly trapped botween horo and
beyond, unaware, in fact, that
thoy are dead,

*“I don't wanna be scared any-
more," Cole tells his doctor.
“Please make them leave.” Crowe
can't make them leave, but per.
haps he can make Cole under-
stand and use hia gift. Tho timo

ha spends in this quest will jeop-
ardizo Crowe’s marriage and
more.

“The Sixth Sense” sounds like
a lot of movies you've either scen
or avoided, depending cn your
toste, like “The Exorcist,”
“Poltergoiat,” and “Carric.”
Again, we emphosize that whilo
things do go bump in the night,
this film is not nbout monaters.
It'a about fricndship. The friend-
ghip botween tho boy and his
doctor, between the boy and his
mom, between the boy and - yes
— tho ghosts,

Wao ehould add out of fairness
that this isn't cutesy “Beotle-
Jjuice” or smart-alecky “Ghosat-
bustars” either. You will jump out
of your seat more than once. And
you will bite your lip to avoid
spilling the wonderfully logical
but totally startling ending...as
we arg doing now.

‘We can, though, talk freely and
gleefully about 11-year-old Haloy
Joel Osment, You may have seen
him as the dying boy on “Ally
McBeal” or as Forrest Gump, Jr.
He is a wondrous rovelation as
Cole. It's been written that his
audition reduced writer-director
M. Night Shymalan to tears, and
having seen the final product, we
can't just write that off as studio
hype.

As his mom, Australian Toni
Collotte is overy mom who has
tried to knock down the wall
between herself and her child

horror movie with a heart.-

Rox PmLurs
Drama: Bruce Willis (right) stars-as child psychologist
Dr.Malcolm Crowe, an emotionally shattered man
haunted by his past and the misdiagnosis of a child
suffering from visual hallucinations. When he meets
Cole (Haley Joel Osment, left) a young man with simi-
lar symptoms, client and therapist are awakened to
something astonishing in “The Sixth Sense.”

while straining to understand
why it cxiata at oll.

And what about Brucoe? Well,
he whispers & lot. But at the
same time, he conveys the kind
of genuine empathy ond warmth
not geen since tho dad in “Leave

COMING ATTRACTIONS .

It to Beaver.” Despite his rop as
an astercid-bashing superhero,
wo're hard-pressed to imagine
anyone else in this tender role.

dJon Katz is a free-lance writer
who lives in Rochester.

Schaduled to open Friday, Aug. 27

*A DOG OF FLANDIRS"

Powerful and touching family film about
ayoung boy's passionote pursult of a
dream. Based on tho timoless children’s
book, Stars Jack Warden, Jon Volght
and Cheryl Ladd.

“AUTUMN YALE™

Excluslvely at the Detrolt Institute of
Arts, Romantic comody aboul a middio-
god womnn whose best friond and
son’s glrifrlend ate determined 1o find
her a
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“ASTRONAUT'S WIFE™

Thrlller centers on 8 woman whosa hus-
band retlres after 8 frosk accident in
spaco that has (oft him oftered. These
changes spark @ spiraling chain of chill-
Ing events leading up to the birth of
their twins. Stors Jon Dapp.

“THE $3TH WARRIOR™

Thrllling adventure about on important
emissary who Is abducted by a band of
wartlors Bnd forced to [oln their quost ta
battlo mysterious creatures legondary
fot consuming every living thing In thelr
path, Stars Antonlo Banderas and Omar
Sharif.

“DUDLEY

Fomily comedy basad on the ctassic cor-
toon character sbout a dedicated young.
Mountlo who must sava tho focal cltl-
2ans, rounite with his 1adylove and
restore pance in the volley without
messing it up. Stars Brendan Fraser,
Sarah Jessica Parier,

"THE MUSE™
Comedy obout b sceeenwriter willing to

BB
MR-
R’ g

STARTS FRIDAY, AUGUST 27TH
[ AMCLIVONIA 20 . | AMCSOUTHRIELD CITY |

gamblo hig career, his retationship with
his wife, and his sanity on tha Muso’s.
ability to give him Insplration (or his
comaoback script. Stors Albert Brooks,
Sharon Steno, Joft Bridges, Andla Mac-
Dowoll.

Speciot event, Wadnasday, Sept. 1
*TOR HAT"

Showcasa Clnema’s Sliver Screen Clas-
slcs Program will present tha 19835 clas
sl fllm 1 p.m. ot Showcase Clnema’s
Westland, 800 N. Wayno Rond, Wast-
land, {734) 729:1060. Enjoy this classic
film, popcorn and a soft drink for $1,

Scheduled to opon Wednesdsy, Sept. 1

*DUTSIDE PROVIDENCE®
Story about a young man's coming of

+ ago when ha's packed off to prap

sehool crashing Into a parked police
caor, Stars Alec Baldwin,
* FACTOR®

Two men accldentally como into posses-
slon of a vatatite and highly explosive
substance that will cause widespread
havoe If It Is allowed to becomo wetmer
thon 50 degrees. They ore olso being
chased by soveral groups wha would
like to have the substance for thelr own
purposes. Stars Cuba Gooding Jr., Skeat
Ulrich,

Schodulod to open Fridey, Sopt. 3
“BETTER THAN CHOCOLATE™

Lively romp of fove and lust with some
very surprising resuits. Stors Wendy
Crewson,
Schodutod to open Friday, Sept: 10
“WHITE BOYS®

A funny, honast ond soofing Iook ot

S .lym; love,
2, MDA
i
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whito wannaba gangstas In the
haortland, and ot Amarlco’s youth
struggling to find their place In B multi-
culturol soclety. Stors Danny Hoch who
also wrote tho screonptay with director
Marc Levin, Richard Steatton and Garth
Bolcon,

“LOVE STINKS™

An un-romantic comedy (n which boy
macts gir, boy gets glrl..and then can’t
get rid of her no matter how hord he
tries. Stors Fronch Siawart, Bridgetts
Wlison, '

“BEST LAID PLANS®
Thrlller about life’s missed opportunities
ond regaining one‘s path.

"DOG PATH™

Romantic comady that follows the
tolatlonships of o group of young people
In soareh of love and commitment,
Scheduied to open Friday, Oct, 1
“DRIVE ME CRAZY®

A teenago gl ond boy who have grown
up next door to one another have nover
made 8 lova cannection, But when long-
time {riends and neighbors gather for
their high school's centennlal celobro-
tlon, they roalizo they wore meant for
each other all along. Stars Mellssa Joon
Hurt and Stephen Collins.

*FIGHT CLUB:
Tole of a man who sots up a fights In
which young men oro palred off In

bloody, no-holds barred bouts that con-
tinue until.ono drops. Stars Brad Pitt.
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