A2(F)

The Obqen.:er & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1999

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAYF WEITER
loconner@oc.homocomm.not

Some Farmington Hills neighbor-
hooda are movin’ on up ~ at lenst in
terma of zoning,

At its next meoting, Scpt. 13, Farm-
ington Hills City Council will consider
final approval to rezone Pebblebrook
Estatea and Duke'a Forestbrook subs
from RA-2 to more restrictivo RA-1 and
RA-1B respectively. The adjoining sub-
divislons are west of Inkster Road and
south of 12 Mile.

ith 85 percent of tho city built, plan-
ning officials are concerncd how in-fill
developments can disrupt the character
of existing neighborhoods.

Four to five subdiviaions could possi-
bly be “upzoened” to more stringent clas-
sifications, a planning official eaid. Not
all subdivisions have lots large enough

B ‘Our homes are more (tke
those in the Wood Creek
area. We felt our zoning
should be more comparable
to that.’

Bob Thpert
—Association president

to scek highur zoning, though.

“Anytime we do this, wo wnnt to make
suro it fits so wo're not creating a bunch
of non-conforming propertics,” said Dale
Countegan, Hills planning director.

Residenta of West Franklin Estates in
the Farmington-14 Mile are in the pro-
cess of rozoding from RA-1 to RA-1A,
which is the ¢ity’s most restrictive and
requires a minimum area of 33,000
_square feot and a 140-foot setbnck.
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By “upzoning” to allow less unita per
acre, builders will find it difficult to
split lots and build two houses where
only ono existed befor

Pebblebrook-: Forenbronk residents
asked the clty to rezone their subs,
which required a
study session and public hearing before
going to city council. -

Under RA-2 zoning, homoowners
agsociation President Bob Tapert feared
vacant lots in his sub could be redevel-
oped s two 100-foot wido lots,

“Wo had some questions about the
zoning for the area. It didn't seem to
reflect the character of the neighbor-
hood,” said Tapcrt, who is a retired city
of Dotroit planner. *Our homes are
more like those in the Wood Creck area.
We felt our mni.ng should be more com-
parable to that”
dNelghborl wholcheartedly backed the
idea.
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Some neighborhoods are movin’ on up

“There was a lot of.uupport, Tapert
said. “Everyone wants to keep the char-
uclcr of the nl:lghburhood "

n the
aub aro 191 feet, whirh mects RA 1 and
RA-1B standards.

RA-1 requires lots sizes be 20,000
square feet and 100-foot wide while
more restrictive RA-1B mandates lots
be 26,000 sguare feet and 140-foot wide.

RA-IA ia the least dense zoning clas-
sification, requiring lots bo at least
33,000 square feet and 140 feet wido,

While pleased whh tho results of

hrool

officials are urging caution.

“This is not the entire aolution to
!.lnn * Counfexnn said.

‘ The rity is working on ordinances
dealing with lot splits, open space and
requirements that lots have public rond
access, Countegan said.

Meanwhile, Tapert is not surprised

Moving up zoning ladder
Adjoining Pebblebrook Estates end
Duke's Forestbrook subis rezone to
preserving nelghbothood character
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residents in West Franklin Estates
have followed his neighborhood's path
to zono upward.

“And thcrc will be probably more to
come,” ke said,
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I FALL REQISTRATION

begin Sept. 13

motion and flexibility with very
low cardiovascular activity. This
is taught continuously at 10 a.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays nnd Fn-

Fall program registration
B begms Aug. 30, S8wim lessons
and fitness/aerobic classes aro
being offered for the fall. Classes

'OUTH SPORTS .
Youth sports registration for

outdoor soccer and flag football
begins Aug. 30, Outdoor Soccer
scason for ages 3-4 &nd 5-6
begins Sept. 26. Flag football
season for grades 4-6 begins
Sept. 28. Registration deadline
for both is Sept. 18,

Registration for the 12-week
personal fitness program is cur-
rently open. The cost is $230 for
non-members of the YMCA. It is
free to YMCA members.
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» Newsroom: " 24B-477-5450
= Newsroom fax: 248-477.9722
> Nightline/Sports:  734-953-2141

> Reader Comment Line; 734-953-2042
= Clagsified Advertising: 734-591-0900
> Display Advertising:  734-591-2300

» Home Detivery: 248-901-4716 -
> CableTVWeeld:  734-953-2190
HOMELINE: 734-953-2020

» Open houses and new
developments in your area.

» Free real estate seminar
information.

» Current mortgage rates.

¢ CLASSIFIED AFTER Hour(s. 734-591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenicnce,

+ & CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS

OAxtaND CounTY: 248-901-4716

» Request subscriptions at your convenience,
1 O&E ON-LINE 248-644-1100
On-Lin 35t 2bout any communieations
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: -
 Send and receive unlimited email. .
« Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
and more.

. Rmd clenmnic editions of the the Observer & E’occnu'lc

Taaute Graves ! Brary Axnay

>

4 Chal with sers across town o across the country.

evinwsint mu\ v

LA aud n st
ey a1 2 s

E OV | |

* SHERWIN - Wittizin Patirs

photogsapl

. Pwvndc the publicaxmn dau-, pay
of the picture, which must have
past 6 months. :

. 520 for the first print, $7.50 for each addulonal printpaidin
advance (check or credit card). -

o number and description
publlshcd within the

B . . -
mm‘mmﬁu @bgewet ‘ u'{""""r"""‘"""""’““"“" B iskame owees . o Mo ey “c'a';-'“
o ’ 2L menwwmnm s
“recres ' . esee’, FARMINGTOM HILLS — 24040 ORCHARD uue RD......248-476-5848  REDFORD ~ 25375 GRAND RIVER AVE.
% M B Em : GARDEN CITY = 28055 FORD RD ..ooesvnsmerssrrsronns TI-525-9555 . ROCHESTER HILLS - 3054 JOHN R RD
. HPRS . PLYMOUTH - 561 aNN ARBOR RO... e T34453-7870 . ROYAL OAK — 27958 WOOWARD AVE....




