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Fall exhiblts at DIA encourage V151tos to éxpldre

. .
BACKSTAGE
PASS

Evor since the
dawn of creative
oxpression ,

which h

Detroit Institute of Arts
Fortunately for us in the
Dntrnlt ann, osome of the bost

somotime
betwaon “the
otchings in pre-
hiastoric cave
dwollings and
the making of
“Blair Witch
Project,” man
determined that
the best way to

N colebrate the
arts waa to make them accessi-
ble and affordable.

ANN
DELISt

i inox-
pensive, nnd downright welcom-
ing. This “stand on our heads to
please you® approach is working
for some of Detroit’s moat vener-
nble institutions.

For example, the Detrolt Instf-
tute of Arts may gonerate ita
groatest nttontjon with block-
buster exhibits like the memo-
rable “Splendors of Anclont
Egypt” nnd noxt year's “Van
Gogh: Face to Face,” But, it'a
rofreshing to seo what's being
dona on an on-going baaia to
mako this tremendous cultural

resource an inviting venue for
families.

Consider tho DIA's now 20th
Century Galleries, a modern
approach which is visited in the
Sept. 5 edition of Detroit Public
TV's BACKSTAGE PASS pro-
gram. Then there's the always-
fascinating First Friday pro

gram, which, on Sept, 8, offers &,

tour of the Ben BhAhn exhibit,
music, an origami workshop,
along with the new exhibit,
*Whero the Girls Are.” With

more’ incentives than & Ron’

Popell commercial to attend, it
remains an Incredible valuo -
free, with museum donation.

1 especially like an iden’the

" ont of Johnnis Johns
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DIA cooked up for this fall. The
rare black and white otchings of
17th century Dutch master Rem.
brandt are, literzlly and figura-
tively, centuries removed from
the brilliant colors and p:

“The’ exhibit will offor an
opportunity for our visitora to
experience Rembrandt's work
and witness how he developed
the imngel ﬂmt denmnnmu hh

tive shapes in the pnlnunga of
19608 artist Bob Thompaon,

Why would the DIA achedule .

two exceptional but dissimilar

exhibits for the same period Sun.-

day, Oct. 24 through Sunday,
Jan, 2 and offor a discountad,
joint ticket? It's to encourage
visitors to explore art thoy might
not otherwise see.

Eighty-five nuhlngn ~ on loan
for tho first time — were sel-.-mlg

great

er, He's liko Picnun in that ho
took a standard procesa and did
it his own way,” said Ellen
Sharp, the DIA’'s curator of
graphic arts.

Rediscovery .

A recent rediscovery of the lato
Bob Thompson's work was the
catalyat for the other fentured
exhibit, which includes several
piacnn fram onres collectors.
d by Goya'and other maa-

for
Etching from the Morgon
Library, Now York,”

“tora of Abatract Expressionism,

Thompson borrowed from the

1mprovuuuunnl bohominn
of the beat g

to hacomu, in !hu words of the

)ate poot Allen Ginabarg, “the

most ongmnl vlaianlry painter

of his days.

So, mem is plenty w look for-
ward to aftor the Labor Day
weekend foativals, The alwnys
affordablo and acceasible BACK.
STAGE PASS takes you inside
the DIA, pronntl the amazing
story of Dotroit's Gem Theatrs,
and offers music with Jonatha
Brooke, in an edition airing 7:30
p.m, Sunday, Sept.  +

It's kind of like arts, beats
without the eats - unless you
count on those vending machines
in the Detroit Public TV base-
ment.,

Stardom from poge E1

seen o comedinn in A live setting

before ho gathered the nerve to

hop up on-stage himself.
Douglas's first gig was an ama.
teur night at Bhooters in Sagi-

naw. Thinking back to his first
performances, he said he remem-~

bered audionce membora walk-

ing up to other, more established -.

comedians, and telling them how

funny they were, while just look-’

ing over at beginners ~ such as
himself ~ and saying, “Don’t
worry, you'll got better”

" Andhedid.

Even daily converantion with
Douglas includes a punchline.
These days, he is the one getting
the laughs, giggloa.and post-
show, congratulationa, He's grad-
usted from amateur night status
to be featured at places like
Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle in
Royal Oak, While he may be con-
tent working in Michigan for
now, Douglas has one particular

- goal in mind ~ to bo featured on
. “The Tonight Show with Jay ~

Lono” by age 25. He watches tho
show avery night and strivea to

- make that dream a reality.
. *I think every comic decp

down wants to do ‘The Tonight
Show,™ he said. I think it's every

-MUSIC

comic's dream.”

But Douglas stills needs to
hone

“Thera's no sense going out
until I'm ready,” he said of tours
ing outside Michigan. Ho still
hasnt quito settled on a signa-
ture atyle, a niche in his comedic
routine, He looks up to famous

- comedians like Rodney Danger-
fiold and Loufe Anderson, who-

never fall to evoke lnughter.

“(Dangorfield’s) got these one-
liners, that whole ‘no-respect’
thing,” said Douglas. *He always
plays that”

For now Douglas uses his
youth to his advantage, For.
someone who's teased by older
comedians and brings his father
to all of his shows, Douglas does-
n't see his age as o hindrance,
Iput rather an asset.

?ry to talk about my age,” he
said; “You don't see too many
youdp comica, I try to stay as
clenxi us possible”

Hi “clean® show and youthful
nmtude make him o targot with-
in the comic community. “A lot of
comice razz on me because I try
to stay clean”

In‘goneral you won't hear Dou-

glas swear on-stage, He drawa
most of his material from his
hometown, his family and even
Lis experience driving a Ford
Festiva., Douglas tends to spend
his time writing Jokes while
working at his dad's car dealer-
ship, .

“Right now I'm just trying to
develop my own stylo,” he said,

At Jocy's Comedy Cluh, he'll
have time to tell o few jokes
while presenting oth¢r comica
this weekend, .

*Since he'a hosting the show
for us, his act ia a bit different,”
snid Shea, “He really sots it up
for the other (comics),”

-Shea's advice to new comedi-
ans, like Douglas, is to “keep
working on it, for as long na they
have the fire,” She said she
belicves “there's not enough
laughter in the world,” but Dou-
glns is trying to change all that.

This may not be a lifelong
carcer for the young hopeful, He
said if he hasn't made it in show
business by age 30, he'll proba-
bly get aut of comedy altogether.

“I may not be good, I just want
to be famous,” ho joked about the
idea of stardom.

Scottish rockers visit Detroit

Mogwal, Scottish indie rockers
whose experiment with sound
has caught the fickle ecors of col
lege kids across the U.S., will
take their show to the Magic
Stick in Detroit, 8 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 9. Tickets are $8 in

- advance. Call (313) 833-9700 for

more information.
Just preparing to leave, Stuart
Braithwaite — or rather his

alter-ego pLasmatroN — took .

time out of his hectic schedule to
answer a few of our questions by

- . e-mail. Writing from hia home-

town, Qlasgow, Scotland, pLag-

" matroN plays guitars, keyboards

and percusaion for the mostly-
instrumental band. In his own
unusual way, here's what he had
to say!”

O&E: Why do you feel Mogwal
has been 8o well-recoived by col-
lege-ago crowda?

pLasmatroN: “(It's) mirthful
and foarful, like a plant with
intelligonce.”

O&E: Dascribe your sound
and what you try to achieve

. through your muslc?

pLasmatroN: "Two chord
dronea with quiet/loud bits. A bit
like Sonic Youth.”

O&E: How (If at all) has Mog-
wai changed or grown munically

since the relense of your debut,
* album *Mogwai Young Team,”

and how la the new reloase
“Como On Die Young” difforent?

pLasmatroN: “We'vo got a hit

botter. CODY has a more consia-

tent feol than MYT. Although

this could account for nll tho
songa sounding the same,” .

&E: Explain the significanca
nfthn title “Come On Dio Young"

pLasmatroN: “It ie the first

tostamont of a new age of rock.
You will livo by it in future ycars
a8 it will govern and control your
ehildren .

Something
different:
Moguwai
will per-
form.
Thursday,
Sept, 9, at
the Magzc
Stick in
.[I,)etmzt
ringing
its brand .
of indie
rock
straight
from Glas-
ow, Scot-
and.

O&E: How do audiences in the
Statea differ from audiences in
tho UK. (ifat all)? . .

pLaamatroN: *Lesa deformi-
ties, yet largor feet.”

O&E: What can fans expect to
see ot a Mogwai ahow?

pLasmatroN: “Nothing. We
stipulate blindfolds &0 that the

,audlonce aren't put off by our
, vllo nppcnrnnceul”

It’s time to Boogie Woogle ‘1n Ferndale

Somcwhare nestlod betwoon
blues and rock nnd roil lies o
sound c

.It's tho sort nl‘ muaic that
movos your foet, steals your

~ attentfon, touches your heart

and spolls your ears. And on Sat-

. urday, Sept. 4, four distinctive

boogle legenda will come to share
" that sound, and have it docu-
" mented for n.ll time.: .

The Motar Cll.y Boou'hr Wocg'(n
E‘olt. held ot the Magic Bag in
.* Forndale, wll[lhowcau the ul-
on, Big Joo
Duskin, Harold McKinnoy, Uncle

Jease White, Mark Braun, Axel
Zwingaenberger and Bob Seeley, n
Troy resident,

Johnson ia known bost for hia
work with guitarist Chuck Berry
and called the *father of rock and
roll,” Duskin, Zwingenberger and
Secley-are classic*boogie nrtists,
while McKinnoy has a Detroit
be-bop influenced sound. White
offars a more southern, country
style, Braun is considered lo be
an t who

nudin and vidéo hchnidans and
the footage will be included in o
dorumentary titléd “Masters of
the Boogio Woogio — The Histo-
ry of Amorica’s Industrial
Strength Music.” Producer Ron
Harwond prnmhnl “the plnnn
will be lmnkin

Chcch out The Motor Cu_y Boo
&ie Woogie Fest 8 pm, Snmrday,
SchL 4 at The Magic Bag, 8293

gie woogio music of yuar- to
come.

Together their performances
wlll be rocorded by a crow of

Ave., Ferndale. ﬂc}ulo
are $20 at the door or call Ticke!-
‘master at (248) 645.6666, 18 and
over are welcome, For mare infor-
metion call (248) 544-3030.



