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Developers donate cash for new Players theater

BY LARRY O’CONNOR

STAFF WRITER

L NET

Farmington Playors sco a
$176,000 donation fram a soon-
to-be neighbor as swinging open
the barn door to future contribu-
tions.

A new theater for the commu-
nity group is expected to run
$1.4 miilion.

" Officials from Bunrise Devel-
opment, which is building a 76-
unit senior assisted living cen-
ter next door, will present the
check to the theater group at 3
p.m. Thuraday, Sept. 9, at
dnother of its facilitics under
construction on Middlebolt
Road.

“From a sced grows ... ,” said
Phil Hadley, Farmington Play-
ers building project manner.

“It’s kind of the first big
chunk toward our fund-raising
offorts. We have a large fund-
roising campnign ahead of us,”

As part of the planned unit
development on 12 Mile Road,
the cxisting 173-seat Farming-
ton Playera Barn theater will. be
torn down to make room for the
assisted living center.

The group has performed in
the former dairy barn since
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Hadley snid. The Frirfax, Va.-

Sunrise Development officials based company and the theater

group have worked together
throughout the city planning
approval process. -

Hadley termed the developer-
theater group's relationship
“mutunlly beneficinl.”

‘The scnior development com-
pany found a site next to the
present barn. Sunrise also
learned the Farmington Players
wanted to upgrade their the-
ater,

“They contacted us that it
might be an interesting proposi-
tion to approach this as a joint
project,” said Laura Heater,
Sunrise apokeswoman. “That’s
how it started.

“We like to bo part of & neigh-
borhood when we come iato the,
community and saw this ns an
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Cash: Sunrise Development will build a 76-unit senior assisted living center next
door to a new Farmington Players theater, which will replace the existing barn.

opportunity to reach out.”

Sunrise expects to start con-
struction in July 2000. Farm-
ington Playera will move pro-
ductions to a yet-to-be deter-
mined site while the theater h
being built.

The new 240-seat theater vnll
feature air-conditioning and
handicapped access while
retaining its rural charm.

“It's still going to look iike a
barn,” Hadley snid. “We expect
it to be n sophisticated theater.”

At Thursday’s check presen-
tation, Sunrise officials plan to
offer tours of suite models
planned for its newest 72-unit
Farmington Hills North senior
center on Middlebelt. Tours
take place 3-5 p.m.

For information, phone Sun-
rise of Farmington Hills North
at 248-538-9200.

Bring In All Of Your Old
Diamonds & Gold 1

* LIVR FISH, LOBSTER, uu
. I 8UM LUN: 1
BAT., BUN, | Dlll !W(IM
mcuuw;....
T

2® How 10 ReacH Us

> Newsroom: 3484775450
» Newsroom fax: 2484779722
» Nightline/Sports:  734-953-2141
» Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042
> Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900
» Display Advertising:  734-591-2300
> Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
> Cable TV Weeldy: 733-953-2190
.
> Open
developments in your area.
» Free reaf estate seminar
information. .
» Cument mortgage rates.

¢ CLassIFIED AFTER HOURS: 734-591-0900
> Place clasified ads at your convenience.

& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAXLAND COUNTY: 248.801-4716
ibscriptions at your convenlence.

O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100

Vo G ACCoss On [ine With fusf about any commun caﬂ
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:

* Send and recelve unlimited emall.
Acgess all features of the intemet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW

» Read elemnlc editions of the the Observer & Eccentric -

averenans

» Keqirest subscr]

¢ Chat with users across town of across the mumry. .

B e oppeses

reprints
pho hers:
* Provide the publlcaﬂon date, , [

of pictires thaf hiave' been'iafen By Sur

number, and description
of the picture, which must have | published within'the
ast 6 months.

© $20 for the first rlm, 57.50 for eadl addmonzl print pald in
advance (check or 5 credit card).

_‘%Bﬂrmhmton @bsewer

. PHOTO REPRINTS: 734:591 -nssngo .

B Rolex Watches Wante,

$1.99 Batteries for Most Watches g
* Exclucing LIthium » W/ Coupon & Limit One

33463 W, 7 Mo Rd. Livonia +(248) 4427878

¥ R (\) N’s
50% OF'E

(6 Month Warran!
on all sale shrubs

Un known Farmington Players still aren’t sure where
they will hold their productions as construction gets
under way for a new theater.

N ‘They contacted us that it might be an interest-
ing proposition to approach this as a Joint pro-
Ject. That's how it started. We like to be part of a
nelghborhiood when we come into the community
and saw this as an opportunity to reach out.’

. Laura Hester
. —~Sunrise spokeswoman
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