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Geezer’ meets
Gap crowd at
Dale Carnegie

K, I admit I'm not a hip guy,

which is something I don't apolo-

gize for, either. T don't get into
rap, heavy motal, Limp Bizkit or any-
thing the MTV crowd digs. Sco what I
meun?

And to illustrate, I walked into tho
downtown Farmington Harmeny Houso
store recently to buy “Strange Times,”
the first allenew Moody Bluos studio
olbum in nearly a decade,

“Do you havo that brand-new Moody
Blues album?” I inquired.

Responded tho teen clork: “What kind
of music would that be filed under?”

To which I couldn't help but bollow,
“Don’t you know wheo the Moody Blues
are? They recorded something like n
hundred records!”

“Nope,” smiled the clerk,

“You know, 'Nights in White Satin’
and ‘Isn’t Life Strange,’ tunes like
that?”

Blank stare.
Generation gap
‘That painfully obvicus ion gap

A passion

8l From Edison to Victor to
RCA, this collector has the
earliest phonoraphs made
for commercial use and the
recordings to go with them.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
BTAFF WHITER

mrodrique@oo.homecomm.net

Tho excitement ia palpable when Dr.
Hyun Chan Shin of Farmington Hills
shows his oxtonsive antiquo phono-
graph collection to
visltors,

Ench of the more
than 70 music play-
ers which occupy just
nbout gvary room of
his sprawling house
i8 accompanicd by n
., tiny plastic covered
card listing model number and year of
manufacture. From Edison to Victor to
RCA, cylinder driven or disc playing,
the mechanical music machinen which
dato back to 1885 are in impeccable
working conditlon.

“This hobby mokea him very happy.”
anys Soon Shin, hia wifo, 8he joins him
in tho wookend hunts acouring untique
stores and ostate selos as woll as
monthly Michigan Antique Phono-
graph Socloty moeetings whore they
share infe ion with other coll He

“My oldest piece ia this 1895 Sprin,
Motors invented by Edison," he says,
pointing out one model sitting atop a
cabinet in tho dining room. “The
phonegraph was invented by Thomas
Edison in 1887 but the first modols
were oxpoerimental, This wae the first
phenograph for home uso.”

ﬁ lii:nlung opera fan, Shin began his

sometimes vxtonds into Farmington
Public Schoals, part of my assigned
nows beat.

And, I admittedly was a little leery
nbout sponding three months with what
I thought would be brash, disrospoctful,
kids in a teen-ndult Dale Carnegle
claas,

That class, taught in Farmington
Hills, just ended.
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Seniors get

in earnest only 156 years ago.
But he bought his first antique phono-
graph at a Novi fair shortly alter he
moved his family to the area from
Korea in 1870, Tho Shina have lived in
llho samo Farmington Hills home since
978,

“Enrly on, I was busy working and
training and didn't have time to bo a
serious collector,” enid Shin, a psychia.
trist who practices in Dotroit and Lin.
coln Park,
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ATAPF PHOTOM BY BILL BRESLEK

Sound of music: Dr. Hyun Shan Chin of Farmington Hills began collecting old phonographs about
15 years ago. Today he has 70 phonographs dating back to the late 19th century.

“[ love elansical musie, opera.”

Fondness for Caruso

His favorito opera cra is pre World
War One. Entertainors like Enrico
Caruso, the -
fumous Italian
tenor, and Aus-
tralian soprano
Nollin Melba are §
among his §

favorite singerd, In fuct he has Carusn’s

first recording, dating back to 1902,
Shin also spends his spare time

rogearching the era st the music

Ann Arbor and also the main branch of
the Detroit Public Library near Wayno
State University. He can spow facts
and vignettes from that era quite hand-

librhiry of the Univeraity of Michi in
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the care they need
and the respect
they deserve at
Sunrise Assisted
Living.
Call or visit a Sunrise Asvisted Living
community to nieet our dedicated, caring staff
and expericnee a truly home-like

quality care alternative for seniors.
Our residents benefit from:

* Wellness program supervised by licensed
nursing staff :

® 24-hour careglving staff and security

* Individualized service plans to meet specific core
needs of residents

* Incontincnce management program

® Three delicious meals  day and snacks

_® Activities, social programs and weekly cxcursions
® Scheduled transportation
» Weekly housckeeping and laundry service

(Models Now Open!)
29681 Middlebelt Road
Farmington Hills

Northville:
734-320-4000
(Information Center
Now Openl)
16100 Haggerty Road
Northviile

Rodhester:
248-601-9000
(Now Openl)

500 East Unlversity Drive
Rochester

' Visit or Call
Today!
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SUNRISE

ASSISTED LIVING®




