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Board eyes giving teachers suspension authority
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*Feachera in Farmington Public

dent codo of conduct, which is
expected to be approved by tho
board during its regular mecting
set for 7:30 p.m, Tueeday, faculty

exocutive director for kinder-
garien-through-12th-grade atu.
dent services, said the policy
amendment i8 to comply with

§thools can’t paddle trouble
ntakere anymore. But starting
ekt weok, pendiog board
bSpl’oml thoy'll be able to issue

npennmnn practically on the

members “may suspend” o stu-
dent for code violations such as
fighting, or they may decido to
go the traditional diseiplinary
route - and forward the matter
to the building principal.

Awordmg to an amended stu- James Myors, the district’s
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tho so-called Teacher Snap Sus-
pension Law, or stato Public Act
103 ‘

According to'the state law,
suspenajons “from o teacher's,
¢claos, subject or activity for up to
one full school day” can be meted
out to students for: fighting;
refusing {o wear safety glasses
or aafety-required attire; pos.
scssing or using a jaser light-

without permission; possessing, -

using or being under. the influ-
ence of alcoho! or controlled sub-
stance; having a “dangeroue
weapon” as defined in tho stu.
dent code,

“I don't think it (the policy) {s
going to be disruptive at all,”
Barrett said. “It works well with

the existing rules.”
Barrett, mesnwhile, said
Farmington High tecachers

.already bad the power that stato
PA 103 purports to bring them.

“Qur teachers have nlrendy
been empowered to do that,” ho
said. *So this really is nothlng
pow, .

School use policy
approved .

‘The board on Sopt. 7 approved
a Eollcy changa for the uso of
school facilities by commumly
groups living within the district.

According to the policy chunga,
facilities cannot be usod by “any
lndeunl, gronp or society that

aoy doc-

trine or theory that is subvarsive”

to the Constitution or laws of the
state of Michigan or the United
States, or advocates social or
pohticnl change by. vlolen:e or
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Myers sald. “Any time you have
a disciplinary situation, there’s a
little judgment call in every-
thmg So, the direction we're
gamg u for this to be as clear as
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so the i Y. is
there.”

John Barrett, Farmington
High School principal, said the
new policy renlly doesn’t change
the way teachers handle such
situations anyway, Bullding
administrators hand out suspen-
sions ranging from three to 10
days for serious offenses.
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, or by any
or group in any manner contrary
{0 low.”

But it does encourage use of'
facilities by “non-profit, youth-
gerving groups” in the communi-
ty, including parent' organiza-

tions.

Priscilla Brouillette, school
board president, snid the policy
is intended to encourage groups
to use the buildings, as long a8
they “serve youth and children.”

The policy language about bar-
ring subveraive groups is “very
¢lear and fair,” Brouiilette aaid.
“We want to make sure the
groups who use (facilities) are
within the law.”

Brouillette said those who
want to apply to use facilitica
can call the district’s administra-
tive office, (248) 489-3382.
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As effortas continue for the
fifth annual Cornucopia Ball,
several members of the Farm.
ington Hille/ Farmington
Community Foundation for
Children, Youth and Families
gave kudoa to the man who
helped got tho first galu off
the ground floor and onto the
dance floor.

“Gerson Cooper really has
been auch a blessing for this
foundation,” Nancy Bates
(also Farmington Hills Mayor
Pro-Tem), eaid after Friday
morping’s board of trustees

meeting, :

Bates recalled how Cooper,
CEO at Botsford General Hos-
pital and also currently on the
community foundation board:
of truateeu, came through in

At that tu'ne. ‘Bates wns try
ing to organize a fund-raising
arm to support after-school
‘youth programs,

*“I called Gerson Cooper and
#aid I needed the front money
($10,000),” Bates said. “And
he said, ‘I'm not going to give
you $10,000 for this year. I'm

HTA? PHOTO 07 BILL BRESLER

Preparing: Foundation board members Mark
Jensen, Joanne Smitlh and Gerson Cooper plan for
the next Cornucopia Ball in November.

Botsford CEO lauded

going to give you $10, 000
every year for three years.’
And that's what lnunched us,”

Today, the non-profit orga-
nization nssists {n the financ.
ing of after-school youth cen-
ters in Farmington Public
Schools, among other enrich-
ment, learning and recreation-
ol offerings.

Board member and schools
Superintendent Bob Maxfi eld
estimated it annually tokes
$160,000 to $200,000 “to sup-
port the programs this com-
munity wants to support.”

Fittingly, given thic generos-
ity of Cooper, Fndny 's founda-
tion board meeting was hosted
at Botsford.

“] feel bad that you didn't
get here in time for coffee,”
said Cooper to o reporter
afterward, playing the host
role to the hiit, “At least take
a bagel for the rond.”

Cooper, more serjously, said
the credit should go to the
other community and business
leadera who work together.

“None of the people (in the
foundation) can do the jub by
themseclves,” Cooper said.
“This is a henlthy community
partnership.”
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F eaturing Authentic Thai Dlshes
* LUNCH SPECIALS FROM 11-4 PM .,
* CARRY OUT & CATERING AVAILABLE
Cockeails Now Available
' Reservations (218) 6266313
.- 6635 Orchard 1k, Rd. as Maple ¢ Ofd Orchacd Shopping Cer.
HOUKS Mon.-Thuz. }) AM-10PM, ¥ei. & Sat 11 AM-1] PM, Sun 12.9 PM

. What your attorney may not have-told
Indludiop

« Saving taxes with your Living Trust

LIVING TRLIS S ARE NOT WORKING AS PLANNED!

“ADVANCED”
LIVING TRUSTS WORKSHOP

- Learn why your Trust May Not work and how probate may be In your ﬁ.m.lre.
- Strategles for reducing risk & maximizing returns with Your LMng Trust assets
Presented by Paul Leduc, Financlal, Consultant

you about your estate plun....
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U-M Kellogg Ey¢ Ceater
- West Bloomfield

5829 Maple Rd., Ste, 129
. Hous: 8:30-5:00

.. Monday thru Friday
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ookmg for an'cye wc provldcr in your ncxghborhoud’
Come to the University of Michigan Kellogg Eye Center
. in West Bloomficld. '

9nm eye exams and contact lenses (including bifocal
cBneact Jenses) to same-day surgical cases (including
refractive and cataract surgery) we are nghl around the
cotner — your mmcr rady to case for your cyr_s.

Gﬂﬂ (243) 855-2071 to mzk: an appomlmcnt today.
We accept most major insurances.
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' mdﬁ Medical Center Providence Medical Center
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« | Providence Hospital Prwldmu Hospital
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‘i:rlgx. Call us for the best in customer care.

United Temperature
Heating & Air Conditioning

734-525-1930

www.unitedtemp.riieemtean.n
West Side / Soulhern Oaklznd County

3 388 RHEEM TEAM

e - "
Went Terrific Heating Service?
‘Call the Rheem Tetm®. . i iwingmicm

<an count on. We'll be there on time, In uniform and wearing photo ID. We: da the jub right at a fair

@D veytimprenvo. | PrOMise.

www.rheemac.com




