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- Volunteers
wait to
discover a
new shop

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
BTAFF WRITER
Jjmaliszowski@oe.homecomm.not

The American Cancer Society's
Discovery Shop in the Downtown
Farmington Center is looking for
o new home.

“We need o lu’ndlord with a

ton-Farmington Hills area is out
of the queation.

*“That's not really our role (to
keep the Discovery Shop in the
center.) Our role ia to try to kecp
them in the community,” said
City Manager Frank Lauhoff.

Kimco's Frank Descenzo waa

ilable for

heart or a b who can
keep us in this aren,” said volun-
teer Beulah Gray.

The Discovery Shop was
recently informed by the center’s
owner, Kimco Realty Corp., that
its month-to-month lease will be
up Sept. 30, leaving the eight-
year-old store without g home.

The Discovery Shop sella
upscale resale clothing as a
fund-raising hanism for the

Lauhoff said he contacted sov-
eral property owners in Farm-
ington and then contacted Dis-
covery Shop manager Bridget
O’Shea. "I put thom in touch
with each other. That's the most
we can really do,” Lauhoff said.

In the eight years in business
the Discovery Shop has brought
in more than $1 million, snid
hﬁuu:ie Keifer, regional mer-

cancer society. Eighty-five volun-
teers, mostly cancer survivors,
work at the store in various

capacitics,
For Gray, news of the Discov-
ery Shop's i ding departure

for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

“It’s a big business,” she said,
referring to the more than 100
Discovery, stores throughout the
country. “It has to be a business

from the center was devastating.
“This is their support group,”
she said. “This is all going to be
destroyed.
But efforts are already afoot to
find new quarters for the shop.
' As far as many volunteors are
concerned, leaving the Farming-

Added touch: Helene
Weigier’s job is arranging
the book displays.

{where to rel ut
the volunteers are the heart of
the shops.”

Keifer said American Cancer
Society officials are *in the
throes of researching Farming-
ton, Farmington Hills and Livo-
nia. That's where we draw our
volunteera from, We aro in the
process of reviewing sites.”

The need to move by the
month’s end was not an over-
whelming surprise for Keifer.
“We had known for a couple of
years this would happen,” she
aaid. "It (reasonable rent) was a
gift from that landlord.”

But volunteers such as Gray
are mourning the closing of the
store that has provided not only
quality resale clothing, Ameri-
can Cancer Society holiday

, but camaraderie and sup-

port,

“I can't sleep I'm so upset
about it,” Gray said. “There isn't
a family that hasn't been
touched by cancer in one way or
another.”

Gray said the loss of the store
in downtown Farmington will
have a ripple effect. If clothes
don't sell at the shop after three
weeks, they are given to the Sal-
vation Army. What can’t sell

Mayoral candidate
heats up meeting

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER
LOCCONORGOE.HOMECOMM.NET

Mayoral challenger George
Sarkisian got into a heated
exchange with Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi after the candidate
made demands of the city man-
ager and city attornoy.

During the public

H CITY COUNCIL

a fine,

Instead of a public apology,
Sarkisian said he'd scttle for
letter from Donohue that stated
he spoke to the councilwoman
about her “disrespectful® behav-

portion of Monday's meeting,
Sarkisian asked City Manager
Steve Brock to outline plans for
an animal park by the next
meeting, Sept. 27, and then
wanted the city attorney to chas-
tise a city council momber.

Sarkision left city council
chambers 0-for-2.

He is running ogainst Mayor
Pro-Tem Nancy Bates for mayor
in the Nov. 2 clection.

Sarkision propesed to donate
$500 for what he's titled the
*George Sarkisian Fields of Free-
dom,” a 10-ncre park for ani-
mals, in a lotter to Brock. He
asked that the item be on the
sgenda, but Mayor Alde
Vagnozzi refused.

“We haven't even studied it
yet,” Vagnozzi said, “We're not
going to debate this here ...
You're not going to rush us into
something.”

Then Serkisian requeated city
attorney John Donohue meet
with Councilwoman Jody Soro-
nen to ndmonish her for threat-
ening him with a $10,000 finc
after he brought 8 camgpaign sign
into council chambers during a
meeting Aug. 22.

No such fine cxists in city ordi-
nances. Council docs have an
informal agreement that cam-
paigning can’t take place at
moetings,

After the Aug. 22 meeting,
Soronen confronted Sarkisian
obout his placard wll‘mn the coun-

PP

ior, from as
he pointed out, who was appoint-
ed instend of elected.

When Sarkisian asked Dono-
hue if he would get such a letter,
the attornoy replicd, “No you
will not.”

Sarkisian interrupted
Vagnozzi when the mayor tried
to intercede, anying he had the
floor. “I always have the floor,”
the mayor countered,

*“You just can't stop listening
to yoursclves,” Sarkisian snid,
“You like to hear the sound of
your own voices,”

He also chortled when Council-
man Jerry Ellis gave his version
of what was said after the meet-
ing Aug. 22. The councilman
said Soronen suggested ghe'd
like to propose an ordinance
Jevying o $10,000 fine for anyone
who brings in a political placard.

“She didn't threaten anyone,”
Ellis said.

At the Aug. 22 meeting, Ellis
asked that a letter be sent to
candidates reminding them of
the “gentlemen’s agroement”
about campaigning in council
chambers.

Sarkisian said the sign was at
his feet in the back of the council
chambers, Vagnozzi accused him
of having the placard nearly
above his head to get the atten.
tion of cable TV cameras.

“I think you ought to campaign
out with the people opposed to
the city council,” Vagnozzi said.
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Supporting: Volunteers (above) on Tuesday at the Discovery Shop are (from left) Helene Wegier, Barbara

Windsor, Shirley Spaseff, Margaret Dillworth and Beulah Gray. Below, Bridget O'Shea, manager of the store,
looks over signs produced by volunteer Nick Caracci of Printmax in Troy.

H ‘We had known for a couple of years this

would happen.’

Marnie Keifer
—American Cancer Society |

there goes to homeless familica.
Clothing that is not quite what
the Discovery Shop is looking for
goes to families involved with
Head Start in Farmington.

“It comes into our shop and
ripples down,” Gray added. “I
cannot it by and see this hap-
pen to my community.”

On the other hand, Keifer is
hoping that whercver the
shop relocates, volunteers and
customers will follow. “We
have such a loyal following.
The voluntecrs make it was it
ig, as well as the customers.
The store has been a credit to
TFarmington.”

birdseye spert coat or a
two-button black blazer.

$695 each.
In Men's,

The luxury of confidence.
Indulge in the feel and fit of
cashmere, from Arnold Brant.
Choose a two-button black/white

Imported. Sizes 40-46R, 42-46L.

Glft Cortificates

Jacobson’s

Birmingham e (248) 644-6900 Livonia » (734) 691-7696 Rochester * (248) 651-6000
SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Complimentary Sliver Gitt Box Jacobson's Chargo




