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Reviewers give ‘A Dog of Flanders’ two paws up

BY CHARLIE AND SANDY NAHRA
BPECIAL WINTERS

Sandy Nnhra:

I am 9 years old and like going
to tho movies a lot. At firat I
thaought I wouldn't like “A Dog of
Flanders.” But at the end 1
thought it was cool. 1 changed
ray mind because tho movie was
sad but hnd a happy ending, It
had a lot of action liko fires and
peoplo yelling. This movie doea
not have a lot of laughs though
so if you aro looking for a f\mny
movio, this isn’t it.

Charlie Nahra:

I am 11 ycors old, I did net
want to go ece this movie
bacause I thought it looked
dumb. But I'was wrong. The
movio was good, What I liked
best was where it took place, in

another country (Flanders) a
long time ago.

It showed how peoplo lived
back then and that was noat.
Also, the story had a lot going on
in it. The ending was kind of n
aurprise. I recommend you sce
this movie.

Film synopsis

“A Dog of Flanders® is about a
boy named Nello whose mather
dies. He doesn’t know his dad
und grows up very poor with his
grandfather. Nello and his
grandfathor find a dog who is
nimost dend from being beaten,
‘They save the dog and name him
Patrash. Nello and his dog are
always together and Patrash
holps save Nello from bad men,
bad weather, and bad luck.

Nello is an artist, like his
mother. Ho meots o real artist in
tho city ncar where he lives, The
artist, Michel LaGrand, helps
Nello and tells him he can
becomo a great artist like his
hero, John Paul Roubens.

Nello’s best friend is s girl
named Eloise whose Dad doesn't
want her to sco him because he
18 poor.

Will Nello beecome a great
artist? Will he be able to keep
his best friecnd? Who will look
out for him after his grandfather
dies? See the movie. The
answers may not be what you
think. The ending of the movie
will keep you guessing.

“A Dog of Flandere” is now

Charlic Nahra and his sister
Sandy live in Plymouth Town-
ship. This ie their first movie

Speclal’
dog: Young
Nello
(Jesse
James)
and
Michel
(Jon

= Voight)

{ star in ‘A

DANIEILY PITRRE

review for the .
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pere.

‘Love Stinks’ laughs at
those romantic clichés

Stinks.”

As Chelsea’s plan unravels,
Seth starts to realize how crazy
she really is. She manipulates
him into letting her move in,
bringing along her cat. Things
take a drastic turn for the worse
when Seth presents Chelsca
with a pair of diamond carrings
for Valentinc’s Day, instead of an
engogement ring she wos expect-
ing. Chelsea blows up. A lawsuit,
cat-napping, and hair removal

follow. It's all out war now until -

Seth finally starts to crack and
proposes to her.

An underlying Elvis theme ia
woven throughout the film. Elvis
songs are played in the back-
ground, a collection of Elvis
plates ie mentioned, and that
Elvis impersonation scenc

proves unforgettable, The theme
of “The King” fits within the
film's climax, which evokes
laughter and disbelief.

Stewart’s performance is very
different from that of the goofy
alien he portrays on “3rd Rock,

INDEPENDINT ARTUTS
Comedy: Bridgette Wilson (left), Tyra Banks, Blll Bel-
lamy and French Stewart in a scene from “

from the Sun.” This film allows
Stewart to break away from any
preconceived notions the audi-
ence rmght have had about him,
I:y acting a8 a funny-yet-normal

leson portrays the abnormal
— and a bit psychotic — charac-
ter in the film. She is sexy and
likable one minute and control-
ling and manipulative the next.

“Lave Stinks” {8 more than just
boy-meets- girl, boy-gets-girl,
then boy and girl break up, You
never know if Seth and Chelsea
are going to reconcile or keep the
war going, until the end of the
film. Stewart provides plenty of
laughter and unforgettable
scenes that caution you to “be
careful who you give your heart
to.” The film shows that there is
more to a relationship than love
at first sight. When love is good,
it's really good, but when love
goes bad, it can get mean and
dirty.

multi-media approach

A While many bands have
established Web sites to got
information out to existing or
curfous fans, the video vault is a
fresh approach that gives expo-
sure to emerging groupa thot
may not have the ndwmmgo ofa
huge promotion budget.

& The “Backstage Pasu Web
site breaks performances down
by music genre. In the

' provides just the right smount of

information, The point is the
music, and the convenlence of
being able to sce and hear a per-
formance by a favorite or an
unknown band from your com-
puter.

W Put into the most practical
use, the video vault might not
only help you discover a new

category, you'll find established
bands like Sponge and Dog’s Eyo
View, along with growing
favorites The Volebeats, Hoarso
and Tiles, Jazz fans can sample
music from Rodney Whitaker,
Bess Bonior, James Carter and
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“Backstage Pasa” performance by
Maxim Vengerov is among the
classical offerings. The R&B/
Blues category features The
Braxtons, Roomful of Bluoes,
Robert Bradley's Blackwater
Surprise, Mudpuppy and many
others. There's a big selection of
slternative artists, including
Edwin McCain, Dar Willlams,
and the Articles, Fans of folk,
country and world muaic may
want to sample tunes by Patty
Griffin, Jill Jack or BR5-49.

8 Each video vault artist also

band, but you to visit
a club or concert hall to see the
performers live,

M You won't often see me write
sbout a way to enjoy the arts
that isn't immediately accessible
to everyone, Not everybody owns
a computer, and those that do,
know the beast’s limitations.
Seeing a video vault porfor-
mance ian't as exciting as wit-
nossing it on an edition of the
“Backstage Pass” telovision pro-
gram: To be honest, o live perfor-
mance beata telovision any day.
But the arts are about opportu-
nities and choices, not limita-
tions.

If you choose to watch “Buck-
stage Pass® on Detroit Public TV
5:30 p.m., Thursday, or Friday at
midnight, you'll learn more
about the arts on the Web with
cyber artist Lowell Boileau. The ~
puulbilltion are limitleas,

is given an introduction which

You saw it hera first.



