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upeoming council candidates

forum - ed to be taped 7

p.m. Thursday, Sept. 30, at the

Time Warner studio on Research
Drive ~ bo made open to the pub-
ic.

Joanne Maliszewski and Jim
Stark, editors of the Farmington
Observer and Northwest
Gazette, respectively, will mod-
erate the program, hosted by
sSwocc.

“I want to give residenta the
chance to ask their i

i ‘If this was the only event In the campalgn
where the four candldates get togethar and dis-
cuss issuas, we'd have to take that into conslder-
ation’ and open up the forum. ‘And I'm more than
happy to go anywhere and discuss the Issues.’

Candid,

Bill Hartsock

il and SWOCC chairman

dates would want to hear from
e resid of Farmington,” he

Sept. 30 SWOCC forum was
thing Hartsock said he had

point-blank,” said Dibert, who is
challenging incumbents Bill

Hartsock, JoAnne McShane and
James Mitchell in the Tuesday,
Nov. 2, election.

Veteran councilman Hartsock,
however, said citizens will have
a chance to bo heard, albeit indi-
rectly. “The newspapers will be
there asking questions for the
general public.®

According to Dibert, taping the
forum without direct public
input would follow a-long-stand-
ing pattern, “There’s a history in
this community where the coun-
cil discourages public participa-
tion.”

' The Farmington City Council
does not broadcast or tape its
meetings, which take place at 8
p.m. the first and third Monday
of each month. But there is room
on the agenda for public com-
ment.

In his letter, Dibert said the
public needs to have an “oppor-
tunity to ask the four candidates
serious questions about the
future of this city.”

wrote, *,.. I wouldn't rule out
that either they are afraid to
answer the tough questions from
a live audience or they are hid-
ing behind some archaic Machi.
avellian concept of government.
Either way, the public is the big
loser.”

According to Hartsock, the
Bept. 30 toping isn't the only
opportunity for residents to get
to know how the candidates
stand on ues.

“If this was the only event in
the campaign where the four
candidates get together and dis-
cuss issues, wo'd have to take
that intq consideration” and
open up the forum, Hartsock
said. “And I'm more than happy
to go anywhere and discuss the
issues.”

Hartsock eaid the area’s
Democratic Club will telovise a
candidate’s forum on Oct. 20. In
the past, the League of Women
Voters sponsored similar events,

Mecanwhile, each candidste
running for ﬂll;‘ l}’nrmingum and

3

nothing to do with, despite his
position as the commission’s
chairman,

Hartsock went on to say that
Dibert is making on issus where
none exista, |

*“This isn't a big city election,
or a race for the U.8. Sennte,”
Hartsock said. “We're all roei-
dents, We live in the community,
we work in the community.

ey h +

We're to the

wnn{.it."
: Plan-
LRl  ning com-
‘N misslonera
. | voted to
L 4 recom-
o - mend tho
Farming-
ton Hills City Council turn
down tho parking lot. City
council approved it.

Council’s decision didn’t
upset him. He sticks to his
decision, though. .

*Wo have to have a buffer
between residences and more
intonso uses,” he said, “and I
don't canslder a parking lot n
buffer.”

Brickner, 47, respects differ-
ences in opinions, which §s
why the attorney covets a seat
on the city council.

‘The current council group
debates jasues and decides

o pzton Halts

ty.”

Ancther council voteran run-
ning for re-clection, McShane,
said she was surprised to learn
about Dibert's criticism.

“We've always baen a very
open council,” McShane said.
“There’s no reason, no reason,
that we'd want to commandeer a
forum.”

McShane said “there’s a lot
more important issues, and
that's what we need to discuss.”

Thoso include: development of
the city-owned Civic Theatre;

iving state revenuo sharing;

Far Is will

He also expreased fi
over why the public would not bo
invited to the forum,

“I would think the other candi-

receive 10 of cable tele-
vision campaign time from
swocce.

Deciding the format of the

rond pavement programs; main-
taining local control of govern-
ment; the future of the Farming-
ton Area Foundera Festival,

ttors fairly, Brick sald.
8o much so he decided not to
run in the past because it
would have meant challenging
incumbenta.

Brickner blanches at the
suggeation that council is too
chummy. Harmony is prefer-
able to the alternative, he
said,

“They used to fight constant-
ly and they didn’t accomplish
as much,” he sald.-“Of course,
now that the meetings are on
TV, they have to put their best
forward,”

Ironieally, Brickner inadver.
tently becamae the source of
the most contentious council

BI’iCkner from page Al

# ‘On the planning commission, I'm the one
with a sense of humor. | get along with every-
body on the planning commission. We don't all
have the same viewpolints. That's why | like
city council the way it ls.’

Barry Brickner
—Council candidate

debate in recent momory.

He sought to fill Terry
Bavor's unexpired term as a
result of the councilman’s elec-
tion to the Oakland County
Commission.

Brickner had the support of
three council members — Aldo
Vognozzi, Vicki Barnett and
Cheryl Oliverio. After 11 votes
ond much teeth gnashing,
council appointed Jody Soro-
nen, who didn’t plan to seek
the seat in the November elec-
tion.

Some conatrued the matter
as a pnrﬂunnﬁiuug.' though

Ho proudly shows a hand.
written letter-from Grant, who
expresses admiration for
Brickner’s work on the plan-
ning commiasion.

Brickner is. credited for his
planning commission work on
cellular tower nnd'zoning
issues. The plannipg commia-
slon has cited arcas in the city
that can be “upzoned,” which
is scen as a way of digcourag-
ing in-fill dovelopment.

Though such matters can be

Oliverio is a b and
Councilman dJon Grant
opposed nny applicant who
intended to sook elaction,
Brickner has run as a Demo-
crat for state office in the past.

“Forget what I did before.
This {s not a partisan race,” he
said. “I have bipartisan sup-
port, 1 appreciato the biparti-
san support.”

In fact, Bricknor said he has
six council membern in his cor-
ner, “I haven't talked to Jody
(8Boronen) yet," ha said.

Rrick beli

in the levity a good joke pro-
vides.

“On the planning commis-
sion, I'm the one with a senso
of humor,” Brickner anid, “1
got nlong with evorybedy on
the planning commission, We
don't al] have the same view-
painta,

“That's why I like city coun-
cil the way it ia,”

2000 Impala

$269/Month
36-Month Lease

¥ Due ar Lease Signing
deposit

udes security

({Tax, title, license and registration are extra.)

‘Read ‘em
and Reap.

. 2000 Cavalier’LS Sedan

"$199/Month’
36-Month Lease

*849 Due at Lease Signi
Tnchiscles secuirity deposic’

No matter how you lock at it, you're in the money.

) GM’ Employees and Extended Families,
See Your Local Chevrolet’ Dealer for Great Employee Deals.

it

{Tax, title, license and registration are extm.)

*Impala paymants based on 2000 Chevrolet Impala with MSRP of $19,265; 38 monthly payments total $9,684. Cavaller exampla based on survey. Each cesler sets Its own

. prica. Your pryments may vary. 38 monthly paymants tota! $7,164. Optlon to purchase at isase end for an amount to ba datermined at lease signing. GMAC must approve lease.
Avaliabls only to resigants of MI, MN, W and select countles of IL, IN, IA, KY, MO, NE, KY, ND, OH, PA, 5D and WV, Call 1-.00-850-CHEV for more detalls. You must taka retail
deflvery from particlpating dealer stock by 9/30/99 for Impala and 1/14/00 for Cavaller. Milesgs charge of $.20/mlla over 35,000 miles. Lessce pays for malntenance, repalr and
excess waar, If leass terminates early, lessee is fiable for all unpald monthly payments. Payments may be higher In some states, Not available with customer cash offess.

The Chevrolet Emblem i5 a registered trademark of the GM Corp. ©1999 GM.Corp. Bucide up, Americat & 1-800-080-2438 or www.chevrael.com

Store

from page Al

than n gtore empty.”

e 20,000 square-foot Farmer
Jack closed down in Juno 1888,
During subsequent moetings
with representatives from Kimco
and Farmer Jack's parent com-
pany, Greater Atlantic & Pacific
Tea Co., city officials and resi-
dents expressed a strong desire
for another full.porvico grocery
storo to be brought in,

The city council in August
1998 even vowed to take legal
action ngainst the national food
chain if there waa ovidence of
ony stalling tactics in finding n
suitable replacoment.

Despite that pressure, Farmer
Jack decided to keep the down-
town store vacant, not wanting
to compete with a suporatoro at
Nine Mile and Farmington
roads, Tho food chain has a valld
lease for the empty store until
Beptember 2001,

Lauhoff sald Kimco ropresen-
tatives nre woll aware of the
community’s need and desire for
anothar downtown food store,
That is why, he continued,
offorts will take-place to bring in
a smaller grocer, for n to-be-
dotermined space,

*Kimco has listencd to.the city
and they recognize that a gre-
cory atore {n the downtown cen-
tor 1s good for the mix," Lauhoff
eaid. .

Some other downtown tenants
have complained that the empty
store haa sliced into the amount
of foot traffic in and around the
conter,

LauhefY acknowledged that tho
problem is taking much longer to
take care of than hoped for,

*We oxpected it to be vacant
for an extended perled of tima,”
he safd. *Wo know it would be
difficult to get another grocory
(store) in there, But this has
taken a more prolonged time
than expected,”

NOTABLE

8 ? ecialist
joina staff
Dr. Santhoah
Madhavan, MD,
of Farmington
Hilla, recently
joined the stafTl
at  Lakeland
Center in
Southfield. Dr.’
Madhavan is 8
inlist in ph

tonl e

and rohabilitation, .

He had beon co-medical direc-
tor of tho rohnbilitation unit at
Henry Ford Hospita) in Detroit
and Bon Secours/Cottage Hoapi.
tal in Grosse Pointo Farma.

He has nlso worked at Chil.
droen's Hospital of Michigan,
Detroit Institute for Children,
Qrace Hospital and the Rehabil{.
tation Institute of Michigan.



