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Roundabouts :

Commerce to hire traffic expert

BY JILL HOCKMAN
HTAYY WRITER

Jhockman@ue.homccomm.net
A traffic engineer from Eng-
land will add at least one unusy-
's

M Used mostly In Europe and the sastern United
States, roundabouts are rarely seen in Michigan
or other parts of the Midwest.

al twist to C
Hoggerty Road extension project.

Commerce Downtown Devel-
opment Authority officials are
hiring an cxpert in roundabout
design to help crente one at the
intercection of Pontiac Trail and
Haggerty Road.

More roundabouts - also
known as traffic circlea = might
also be built at intersections
along the new Haggerty Road
when it's widened and realigned
to connect with Union Lake
Road.

“He’s the best in the world,”
snid DDA director Wynn Berry
about English ongincer Barry
Crown, wha's spent his career
studying and designing traffic
circles throughout the world.
“He's been working on improving
the design of these round-
abouts,”

Used mostly in Eprope and the
castern United States, round-
abwuts are rarely seen in Michi-
gan or other parts of the mid-
west.

A traflic cucle eliminates traf-

fic signals and keep motorists
moving through an intersection,
Traffic moves in a counter clock-
wise direction, and motorists
may turn off to drive north,
south, cast or west.

The already crowded intersec-
tion of Ponttac Trail and Hegger-
ty Road is expected to grow even
busier in 2002 when M.5, which
now ends at 14 Mile Road, is
extended north to intersect with
Pontiac Trail. The roads will

- meet just west of Haggerty.

The Michigan Road Commia-
sion is putting the M-6 job out
for bid this winter, and construc.
tion is projected to begin next
spring. That’s why the Com-
merce DDA wants to put togeth-
er & design soon for o round.
about at the intersection of Pun.
tiac Trail and Hoggerty Road.

The preliminary land survey is
complete on the township's $32
million Haggerty Road extension
project, but thr road isn't
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designed yet, according to Loren
Crandell of Giffels-Webster
Engineers, To ease north and
southbound traffic and cut traflfic

signals, the new road might ~

include Michigan left turns end
more roundabouts, Crandell

said,

“We'ra reaily waiting for the
Detroit Gun Club issuc to clear
up,” Crandell said.

The new road wiil run through
gun club property and force tho
shooting club to move to another
location. DDA officials have pro-
posed moving the club near
another Commerce gun club,
Multi-Lakes Recreational Area,

But neighbors there are
opposed to the idea. The DDA
has hired sound engineers to
research whether the club can be
relocated without adding more
noise to the nei 0od.

Berry said he hopes to reccive
results on that study within the
next week or two.

Candidates discussed the
aggressive stance being taken by
Farmington city omcmlu as far

lators on 1mporln.m. locnl isgues
and forming par witl

ple want to come here,” to help
F forge an identity.

pnvnw enterprise.

88 1
is concerned, such as purchuse of
the Civic Theatre,

“The city nceds to take a
proactive approach,” Mitcheil
said. “There are portions ... on
Grand River and Orchard Lake
that could use assistance from
the city in redevelopment. ...
Purchasing the Civic sends the
1ight message.”

Hartsock, mennwhile, asserted
that “proactive government is
something our council bas a his-
tory of.” He mentioned annuel
reviews of the city mission state-
ment, lobbying with state legis-

P cit;
in buylng the Civic was defended
by McShane, because many resi-
dents during the visioning ses.
sions said they wanted the the-
ater to stay open well into the
218t century.

“During that visioning process,
some really great things came to
mind,” McShane said. “... People
want a_movie theater to go to. 1
know in my heart this will
work.”

Dibert maintained that the
money used to buy the Civic
could have béen better used “to
create a marketing plan so peo-

For the most part, the candi-
dates agreed that state revenue
shaering would be one subject
they'd discuss with Gov. John
Engler, if he were to pay a visit
to & Farmington council meeting.

“If the cuts keep being made
(in revenue sharing) we'll have
to raise the taxes,” McShane
said. “And I really don't want to
do that.”

The candidates forum will air
on SWQCC channel 12 as fol-
lows: 4 p.m. Monday, Oct. 18; 6
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 20; 9 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 25; 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 27; and 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 1.
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Bob Haffner suggests you consider.cut, color, clarity & wenght
Let Bob show you a 1/4 carat to 2 carat DIAMOND RING Today<
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' Rings » Watches » Necklaces » Bracelels « Farrings
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Hurry in Now And Save for the
Atfirst sight, You Won't Know What
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L LINE OF JEWELRY FORYOUR SPECl BOSS!

GIFTS OF GOLD v

The Perfect Gift for Christmas Yoy

% OFF V.

Smlos\ Day. Birthdays, Anniversary and Christmas.
been taken on out entire m'ywmoryi

purchase
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3204 Rochester Rd., Royal Oak, MI 48073
Open 9:30 - 5:30 Tues. - Fri.

9:30 - 2:30 Sat., Closed Sun. & Mon.

DIAMOND SETTERS » CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

Phone (248) 588-6622

(248) 5686623

GREAT LAKES CROSSING

FALL CLEARANCE
EVENT

Starting Wednesday, October 6, you'll save an additional 30% te 75% off
our olrcody-rteduced prices on a tremendous selection of men's
and women’s clothing and accessories. Savings are $5% to 90% off
the original prices. Remember to shop early for the best selection.
Plus, we'll be taking an exira 30% off all women'’s coals
Coat Sale ends Monday, Octaber 11.
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