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B dnnn-
library, *It's woniarful

" “and tres house down-

NEW EDITION

1t won't be completely done when doors
_re-open Monday at tha refurbished down-
town Farmington’s branch of the Parm-
ington Community Library, -

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER
STORY BY TIM SMiTH

*[¢’s for their benefit,” Smith said. “They
(patrons) have waited a lonx time for this
renovation.”
ugh !h;imheover. led by architect

But patrons will walk into an
ment that is cleaner, more comfortable
and more efficient, said Marilyn Smith,

.. librarian.

“T'm very happy with it, and very tired
getting it all together,” said Smith last
week, “Tm excited.”

Substitute children's librarian Barb
Yoder i3 also looking forward to Monday's

. wcmu Bhe will help out whils a “Little

children's program takes place at 10
am..

' 'l‘hamugvinzwbeu(nr')mhouu, .

a honunz owl,” said
‘oder, citing soms of the
the children's

end exciting. I'm glad to
be a part of it.”

Smith said the yellow
owl will koot when kids
pass by, thunks to s
motion detector. But,
she plomlud the chil- |
dren won't be frightened
by the hooting.

Finishing touches
being done late lost
week included the
jnstallation of that owl

staira by Farmington
Hilla-based Iliumina-
tions. The company nlso
ereated o mural in the
entrance.

*It's a very nice phu .
that kids can go into,
with a book, and read,”
said Smith of the tres
house. “Little kids just
love to go into little
places.” ,

Shelves were being

managor Barton Malow, the look and
logistics of the library are to ba
greatly improved, the librarion nnd
Monocy for tha rénovation {(and that of the
Farmington Hills branch) were secured
when voters, in August 1998, approved o
$11,7 million tax proposal.

‘ngome of the more obvious enhancements

ude: .
B Brand now double-pane windows

oncircle the fucillty The windows are -

maden nmwd that will reduce

‘make it easier to aee
“what's ‘on’ computer
screens, And with the
former quiet study room
turned in%o a computer
1ab, reducing glare is not
an insignificant consid-
eration, Smith said,

n Upatairs, where tho
adult reading, study and
computer arcas aro
located, patrons will
walk up a retooled corri-
dor, tum and see a semi-
circular new circulation
desk, 'The corridor wall
regularly will featuro
paintings and drawings
from the Farmington
Artists Club,

Staflers will face the
ontrance and be easily
visible. The former sct-
up tended to disguine
where the desk was
Tocated, Smith said.

*The only way this is
possiblo is becauso of
tho new windows over-
head,” Smith explained.

cloaned and tagged, Brand new: Farmington  »we ‘couldn't fuce this

while Gerald Puri, assls.  branch head librarian
tant director of the Marilyn Smith likes the

way before.”
@  Another big

Parmington Community ' pew reference desk area.  improvement is the

Library, oversaw instal-

Jation of computers. At least some of the
machines nhnuld be ready for use on Mon-
day, Furi

According to Smith, the $1. 1 miltion
renovation - which beunn at the begin-
ning of August ~ enablos “better utiliza-
tion of the space available.”

Impravements should mlh the facility
more user friendly. Smith said reorganiza-
tion of books, videos und other materials
will help pltronl find what they need
more quickly,

“A ot has to happen betw: and .

Intelligent Library Sys-
tem, which enables faster processing of
books and materials coming into and out
of the branch, *

Employees simply wave a hand-held
wand over a stack of bocks and won't havo
to deal with each book or video individual-

iy,

The procedure is also expected to mini.
mize loss or theft, which is characterized
as being only a miner problem at both the
Farmlnmn and Farmington Hills branch-

Ona f'll!l’llk that residants might not

oen
Monday,” Bmith aaid, hing library
otaffers take magaxines and books out of
boxes lnd prepare to put them hlck on
shelves. "But it will."

Even though the branch u Gt to open.
‘finishing touches will continue to take
P ween now and the offi
cation at 3 p.m. Bunday, Nov. 7, Bmith
emphasizad,

new comput-
ers are

ly natice is that the library's
exumive historical collection was moved
to the Hills branch on 12 Mils Road. In ita

_place will be m work room for employees.

The downtown Farmington branch of
the Farmington Community Library will
be open 8 a.m. to ® p.m. Mondays-Thurs.

days; 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Fridays- Salmdayl,
_mnruapm.Sunday' .

aunlld:t. That will -

Kids world; Above, an area for children features murals and trees. Pat Barrie assembles an

oak tree, Top left, Susan Tackett shelves magazines.

Sharp odge:
Mary Shenk
stretches high to
serape the
library book
shelf, usi

razor blade and
a cloth. The ren-
ovation won't be
entirely done
when the

library re-opens
Monday, but
patrons will
walk into a
cleaner; more
efficient library.




