Sunday
October 10, 1999

Local husiness literally rises from ashes — A3

rmington Dbserv

Serving Farmington and Farmington Hills for 113 years

Putting you Intouch ..
with your world '

SEVENTY~FIVE. CENTS

VULUME 11.3-NUMBER S

- Entite .oumml
278 reopens

Motosists traveting on southbound 1+
275 can expact il four Ianes to ba
reoporied to tsaffic by Monday moming.

Contractors oo axpected to complate
Iona striping and removal of the barrior
wali by Sundey, according (o Robin Pan-*

. nacou, spokosperson for the Michigan

Depaatment of Teansportation. Crows
have reduced traffic (o two lanes for the
rpul! vomaval and theos fanes for the strip-

ng.

Theo Six Mile Road Interchange ramps
1o exlt and accass the northbound slde of
1275 will bo closed for sevoral moro
daoys, probably through naxt waekend.
Entrance ond axit ramps at Saven Mile
and Eignt Mo Intorchangos can be used
os altornates whilo Six Mile a closed.

When thoso ramps re-open, 8o wiil the
clrcla ramps Soven Mile and Eight Mila
roads. The Six Mlle clrcle ramp to south-
bound traffic Js open.

The Six Mila Interchonge repairs ore
tho Jast 1epairs to be comploted that
requlro detours. Most of :275°s $43 mit-
lion ragonstruction project has been cor-
plated, Pannecouk sald.

Let’'s tatk: The Multicul-
tural / Multiracial Coun-
cil will host a forum at 8
a.m. at the Farmington

" Training Center, 33000
-Thomas, The public is
invited to attend
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Hills attorney
wins 5-year
legal battle

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WRITKR
loconnor@oe.homecomm.net
During a five-year legal battle, a Farm.
ington Hills reaident said ho folt the weight

of n community's retirement droams on his’
shoulders.

Attorney Mark Steckloff represented .

union employees of Peet Meat Packing in a
« lawsuit over their pension fund, which had

been raided by ths since-closed company’s
formor owners, Denny McLain and Robert
gmigiel. as well as mveltment advisor Jeff

gan.

Through a recent out-of-court uettlam!nt
nearly $3.6 million has been
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Iat! cmlu night: Autamabxle enthuauzsts gathered tffether one more time laat Monday
ing. The.weekly summer.vvent draws owners an .
e and Van Nezarian talk wheels in front of a-pair of classic Corvettes. Nazarian
* “owns u 1965 'Vette that hi baught new. It hda anly 48,000 miles on the odomcter and !

dreamers to the city parking lot,

ots nf
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New
director

Hl A new exectitive dlrector

has signed on to operate

the Farmington Hills/Farm-

;ggton Community Founda-
ion.

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKL
BTAFF WRITER
Jmaliszewnki@oo.iomecomm.not

The Farmington Hilllearminsztcn
Community Foundation is coming into
its own wnh the recent selection of

Li ns ive direc.

“We really need someone to do the
day-to-day business,” said Cathy Webb,
chairwoman of the foundation's annuil
fund-raising Cornucopia Ball. “Every-
one is a volunteer and busy with their
jobs. While we had the best intentions,
some things fel] through the cracks.”

Lichtman, who owns her own Farm-
ington Hills public relations, market-
ing and media relations consulting
firm, will also serve as the foundution’s
officin) spokeswoman,

“We are excited to have someone
with Suzanne's background jein forces
with the foundation,” said Ty Tartt,
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Historic mansion is focus of new campaign

BY H.EATHYJ! NERDHAM

The Gov. Warper Mansion is the
focus of an cffort by the Farmington

City Council to:find:out who should be:

responsible for operations, records and
upkeep of tho'182 year-old historic

Dunckel
kids, staff
bundle up

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
- STAFY WRITER "

The air is expected to warm up at
0.E. Duncke! Middle School following a
boiler malfunction that left d
and teachers bundling up in eweaters
last week.

“When wa fired up the boilers (last
weok) we had somo complications,”

B MALFUNCTION

" said Don Cowan, of Cowan Educational

Consultants in Milford, which is over-
seoing the district’s ongoing renova-
tions.

"lt‘s very comfortable in here right
now,"” Covw.an said via telephone at
D;:tx;:lkal Friday nﬂemoon, He estimat-
&
last woek wero 68 to 72 degrees.

“We originally thought (the repairs}

T Floase sco BOWEN, AS

house on Grand River west of down-
town, .
Increasing fees for weddings,
restricting photo taking on the proper-
ty und making it more of a community
meeting place were soma of the idens
discuseed during a study session Mon-

day.

“We want to try and help resolve the
isaue of operations of the mansion,”
City Manager Frank Lauhoff said.

Curren‘g!y, the: Warner Maasion

a
of the Farmington Historical Commis-

sion, oversees the operations.

The recently formed Warner Man-
asion Development Committee has
begun handling tesks like membership
drives, making the mansion self-suffi-
cicnt through fund-raisers and increas-
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Friday of the

Royal: Farmzrfton Hi, 511 students ca,
and queen, Sean

Falcon fun

ed off a week of festivities with the crowning
urphy and Tricia Krause. This was the first night
homecoming in tie Farmington district. Farmington beat Livonia Stevenson, 13-0.

BIAY PHOTU BY BUL DRESUIR

Candidate says he’s not a dissenter

BY Lasay O’CONNOR
Surwume .

. Somo 800 penlioners nnd their familiel
weN i ‘The d' plant
closed in June 1995 after going bankrupt,
leaving 200 peaple unemployed.
“It's a wonderful result, especially for the
peaple of Chesaning,” said Steckloff, whose
wife, Vicki Barnett, is a Farmington Hills

TCity Council member, “There was a -

tremendous degres of anxiety because they
‘wouldn’t get their monoy during their
rernent.

et

At least one-Oliverio doesn’t think
two by the same last name will over-
lead the Farmington Hills City Coun-
cul,

Ron is running to pay back a debt of
public service, he said. His ex-wife
Cheryl is already on the city council,
but he doesn’t believe that has any
bearing on his candidacy.

“We have lomnthinx great 21 c.:‘n:’-

. mon: four

*“They are thrilled, excited and )}
grateful.”

. *We're natural allies. We have a differ-

ence of opinions on some issues.”
" Oliverio doesn't portray himself as a
dissenter. ;

In a recont candidate forum, he aaid
city councils shouldn't be mutunl admi-
ration societies. That wasn’t a shot at
the current council, he added.

“Sometimes when they get along,
they get along reatly well,” he said,

*Sometimes when | they don't get along,

they get along very
bai

Ollvorio salla
himaelf s a con-
servative,

“I think people
on the council are a
little moro statist,”
he snid, “where government is the
answer to people's problema opposed to
people being the answer to people's
problems.”

His conservative views are largely
based on fiscal tarms.

When there is a special asscssment,
user fes or tax, Oliverio wanta those to
be voted on in the November elections
rather than apecial ballots. He also
favors special assesaments tequiring o
super majority of two-thirds or three-
fourths approval. Special assessments
currently aro approved bnsod on a 51
percent majority,

If there are areas to pare the city
budget, ho hasn't seen them yet.

Farmlngtin
CITY COUNCIL

“I'm still an outsider as far as city
government goes,” he said. “But once [
study the budget and study the ways
things are done with personnel, I can
get a better handle ...

“Although from what I've heard from
residents, (City Manager) Steve Brock
has done an excellent job. In talking to
the residents, a vast mmunty are very
happy with the way the city is run.”

1le approaches things such as tax
nbatements with similar caution. Com-
panics shouldn't, in essence, be paid to
relzvate in Farmiugton Hills, Oliverio
snid.

If a firm plonned to bring a substan.
tial number of jobs and wanted a "rea-
sonable” tax break, he'd listen.

“Iy mind is not closed to it, I'd pre-
for not to do it,” he gaid,

Though he and son Alex spoke before
the city council during the debate over
the since-enacted bike helniet ordi-
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