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“The Weight of Dreams,” by
Jonis Agee (Viking, $24.95).

Jf you enjoy
novels Jike “The
Horse Whieper-
&r” you may fod
*The Weight of

of horses, cerr
talnly seems to
koow of what
she apealu Jn fact, Agee's
equine A:hnr,ucten aameumes
on more convincing
do the buman cheracters in this
oontenporury drame.
Obyiously, though, Agee
iptends for “The Weight of
Dreams™ o he some! fmore
than o story about horses. She's
writing here of bwmon freilties
and ;ejationshipa and at the

Wondrous sense of place
overcomes flaws in ‘Dreams’

become iovalved his story. ‘There,
among the Nebroeke Saadhills,
he struggles to meintain the fam-
ily runch snd gain the love of his
jparents, whose own terrible Iou
and paio mey have

with Ty. There's the crooked
horse trader. There's the taci-
tum Native Amorican. There ure

in "dirty work.” Ty himself grows
alightly 1i what with his

ablitersted thair capiity for Jove.

One morping, Ty rides out
alane to try to reecue what s left
of a stranded cattle herd after &
blizzard. What he finds compris-
28 one of the strongest soanes in
the novel and, thooks 1o Agee's
way with words, we feel aloet
nirwemnlong when he makes

2 grisly diecovery:
*One mlfhnd been strangled
m the fence, its topgue hanging

& plols ey /The streams
of blud bndpfe:;lun in long rib-

bons unspooling iato the snow,
Anold. , cow, . Jiad boen crushed

belly had. , ripped.
» bloody intestine ropes and
%lws stomachs draped the

by et another
h)zhly u, fon
faxnily.

Tb.us one js headed by Nébras.
ka rancher, Ryder Boote, a hard-
drinking, bnrd -bitten Aon—of &=
gup marked by a tettoo shat
S baste, oo ading pleserfn

te, the leat yer

the story, is his Sﬂﬂgﬁ, suy-

yiving son. (A genﬂcx. younger
son, Ropaie, hi od before the
slory beging m e homﬁc tractor
accident.) Ryders wife, Muriel,
lives jn town with their daughter,
Chnrle, who plays such a tiny
role we're mystified us to why
Agee included her jn the first

“The Weight of Dreams® begins
it} ! promise.
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Agee pamu such a luminous
portrait of the lonely seventeen-
year-ld Ty that we immediately
want to reach ont to bim or to

This is no pretty pic-
ture, but it ie powerful prose.
And f;’xezher with Agee’ n;
exquisitely- ve poruut
8 boy jn pm wse of the lon-

guage oakes

section ~ tuled ’Chnning the

Lightning” ~ jnto something

iinlw npedal, aimost breathtak-
).Il

Then, ﬂu nuvnl takes a pecu-
lier turn, and to lose gome
of jts footing. In the following
sections, set some 20-plus years
gfter the firet, Agee’s ahnraaerl
sort of slip in gnd out of that orig-
inally engaging dxmenawnnhty,
Sometimes, we feel a5 if we've
been left with o collecnon of
rather blurry types that we've
met too many times before on
other pages in other

There's the feisty horsewoman
pamed Dakota who hitches up

repeated brawling and booring
and hie tendency 10 hold his
cards exceedingly close to bis

chest.

The plot grows weody with con-
fusion now and then, aod some
readers may find themselves a
little dizeied, trying to remember

Just who did what to whom, aad

when, and where, sod why.
Agee’s romsantic scenes soemn a
little tized and trite and frayed
around the edges. There gre odd
bits of repetition scettered
throughout the book that don’t
enhance the atory or the charac

ters.

These people watch each other
sleep @ lot. To svoid uopleasant
odors, they repestedly breathe

ugh their mouth, which caus-
s them fo ultimately “taste” the
odor {why do we need to be told
this soore than once?). Dakots
sniffles 50 much you'd sort of like
o give ber face 8 smack.

To further detract from “The
Weight of Dreams,” Agee's con-
cluding scenes (especially one
involving an wplsma crash) ore
80 unconvincing they hardly seem
to belong in this Awry Agee's
novel, “South of Besurrection,”
was reviewed in this column on
its publication two yesars ago, At
the time, it wes lavishly praised
for her indelible deplcﬁon of its
setting, the Missoun Ozarks.

She deserves the same speciel
kind of applause here for the way
she bringe the fierce beauty of

. L!v.- Nebrnk.n Sandhille to these

Wben it comes to backdrops,
this fs an author who definitely
haes the touch.

Book complements PBS photos

A new bo?k ol' nomble images

amxuc gxpresswn, £nd as a too]
for publi

has been din ion

with a Public Brondwsbng Corp.

three hour show on thia centy-
) i

c opinion,
The book Jists at $40, or $28
through the lnternet at Amau-

being ds

ut 8 P, Wednesday, Or:t. 13.
“American Photogrophy: A
Century of Imoges” tracks the
“picture culture” of-this century
from 1900s through to today,
looking at #ti)} pictures as g

. record of family life, as a record

of public events, as an outlet for

ZOD.Com »Qr con

The producer of the show was
an academic from Carleton Col-
lege in Minnesota, Jobn Schott,
who grew up in flowel] and stud-
jed art history at the University
of Michigan.

The show and book used sever-
al easjly accessible sources for

BOOK HAPPENINGS

histeric photos:

‘The Library of Congress has
extensive historic images (Amer-
ican Memory collections) at
leweb2.Joc.gov/ammenm.

The Netionsl Portrait Gallery
hsy jmages at www.npg.ei.edu

The Smithsonian home page
for phomgmphy is photo2.sf.edu

‘The National Archives can be
accessed at www,.nara.gov

The Daguerresn Society is st
www .deguerre.org/home

Book Happenings features
events at suburban bookstores,
libraries and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Qbserver & Eccentric News-
papers, 36261 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia, M1 48160, or fax them to
;{7.74) 6‘91'72’7.9 or e-mail to

W] ﬂoni 4@ oc, homecomm.net

t SIONING

Farmington Observer reporter and
Livonia resldent Tim Smith will slign
coples of his new book, “Miracie
Birth Stories of Yery Premature
Bables - Littte Thumbs Upt®
M Thursdey, Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m.,
Barnos and Noble Bookssllers, Hall
Road, Shelby Townshlp.
@ Thursdoy, Oct, 28, 7:30 p..
Bordors, Auburn Hills,
M Saturday, Oct. 30, £ p.m,,
Waldenbooks, Lakeside Mali,
Sterling Helghts.
Smith en be contacted directiy et
- (248) 4775450,
MEKT THE

AUTHORS
Author frls Johensen wh) make 8
short y)sit to the Books
Gonnection of Livonla on Monday,
QOct, 11, johansen, who has more
than 12 milllon coples of more
than 60 novels In print, has agsin
made the New York Times best-
eailst tigt with hor suspense
theilier, *The Kllting Game,* Booke
Connectlon, 8 fixture in the sale of
now, ysed and 7are golloctible
books, I8 loceted s 19043
Middiebelt In the MId-7 Plazs st
the cornar of Saven Mils Roasd.
Johonsan will sppesr st the store
10 sign coplos of her books stant-
' inget4pm, -

Loce! suthor Stophanie Hellen ~
wha has written on children’s,
humor and seif-iielp topice ~ will
meke an apperance ot
Waidgnbooke & More, 30200
Plymouth in Livonle, 76 psn.
Thuracey, Oct, 14, Among Mellen's
works a8 *A Baw in the Chelr,”
*The Golden Angel® and “God

- Dosgn't Laave 15w Tollst Sest Up -
Why Shoud Sha?® Call {734) 261-

A

7811 for jnformation.

Author, peofessor, scholar and
ordained Baptist minister Dr,
Michael Eslg Dyson returns to his
hometown for 8 free public Jectuwre

lic. Distingulshed UM professurs
wllt discuss gll aspects of the
memolr, including the genre's
{uturg end the responsibilities of
the memoirist, Sesslons run on

and book signing at
Collage In Detroit. Descrlbed 858
*stroat fighter in @ suit and te,”
Dyson Is one of the lesding African:
American voicas of our 98y, Dyson
hes written msny acclaimed books
and made numerous network tele-
vision appearances. Dyson will lec-
ture at Marygrove, B425 W,
tAcNichols, at 7 p.m. Fridey, Oct.
16, then sign coples of his books,
Call {313) 927-1200 for Informa-
tlon.

SPOOKY STUFF
Just In tima for Halloween, Borders
Books and Music In Deamsorn pre-
sonts Helan Mamatakis®
“Dearborn’s Eerle Tales ,., 8nd
Then Some.” Gueat for mambers of
the whole family, this third editlon
of non-threatening ghost stories
witl have you on the edge of your
sant, Heer the birarre tales ot 8
p.m. Ssturdey, Oct, 23, gt the
stora locsted on Ford Roed neer
Greenfield. Call (313) 2714441
for information. We dara youl

USED BOOK SALE
The Fermington Playars will hoid &
used book sale featuring nepar:
backs and hardcovers on o wida
yariety of titias and subjects,
Coma do soma aorly Christmas
shopping. The svant Is set for 9
8n. o 2 p.m. Seturdsy, Oct, 16,
ot 32332 W. 12 Mile Roed. Call
{248) 653-2955 for Infprmation,

MINI COURSE
Tha Unlversity of Michigan
Insiitute for Humanitias offers o
fivapart saries and related mini
course, “The Moment of the
Momolr.” The seriss, which
oxploros the Incressing poputanty
of the fmemolr, begine st noon
Tuasday, Oct. 12, st 1624
Reckham Bullding (915 E,
Washington) in Ann Arbor, All sa-
$ions & free and open 1o the pub-

)4

ys. Call (734)

936-3518 for information.
LIBRARY PROGRAMS
The Michigan Humanitles Councll
and the Friends of the Livonia
Public Ubrary present Literary
Qutsiders: Contemporary Yoices.
This series ot the Carl Sandburg
Libracy In Livonla offers 8 collec-
tion of storles of love, botreyel,
mystery 8nd medness, stories thet
Iay bare the terrible lies of love snd
madness that bink us all, Programs
take piace the following Tuesdsys:
B 0ct, 12; The Bluest Eys
® Oct. 26: Beons of Egypt, Maine
@ Nov. 9: Famlly Dancing
All programs begln at 7 p.m, The
Carl Sandburg Library s at 30100
¥, Seven Mils. Call (248) 476
0700 for dotails,
Tha Southfield Pubils Library pre:
sents suthor Dr, Ray Kamoa in &
discusslon of his book *Ancient
8nd Modern Chaidean History: A
Camprehansive Bibliography of
Sowrces.” This book by the
Southfield resident and Chaldesn
history expart wiil be & valusble
sddition to local reference materi-
als - the metroDetrolt prea con:
tains a very iarge Chaldean com-
munlty, Or, Kamoo will appear from
2104 p.m. Tuesdsy, Oct, 19, st
the libeary, located at 26000
Southfield Road, Call (1-800) 462
6420,
1CO BOOK FAR

The Jewlsh Community Center will
hold Ite annuel Jewlsh hook fair
Koy, 6-14, Inciuded in tha event Is
the suthors minlfaly 41 8.m. to 4
e.m, Surdisy, Nov, 7, Tha falr will
take pince af the center's facillties
in West Bloomfisid and in Osk
Park, Mora than 30 speskers will
appear, and entertalnment will be
provided {both free), Call tha can-
tor for detalls, {248) 661-7648,



