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ing public awarencss. It aleo
x\lsporu to the historical commis-
sion.

The Fall Harvest Colebration
held last weekend helped show
city officials whot the new com-
mittee is capable of accomplish-

“Everyone was just thrilled —
everyone,”  Councilwoman
JoAnne McShane said of the
event, which drew about 1,000
people over the weekend.

cShane also sald having the
mansion committee report to tho
historical commission doesn't
mako sense.

*“It just adds another layer of
bureaucracy we reelly don't
need,” she said. “There needs to
be more eommunicadon betwoen
the two groups.”

Another consern McShane
mentioned was who should he
the takor of the ion's

B ‘A ot of the dally
aren't writ-

dings and school visits, -

that's kind of been In
our heads.’
R Dick Carvell

~—Museum committee
chairman

task, but not all records are writ-
ten down.

*“We need to make sure to have
someone who can take care of
the history of the mansion,”
McSh said. “We need one o

archives. The historical commis-
sion has been handling that
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two more people who really care
about the history.”
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McBhane also said council
should find out what the two
committoos' desires and capabili-
ties are before making any policy
decisiona,

Dick Carvall, cheirman of the
Warner Mansion muscum com-
mittee, said mombers are taking
stapa toward officially document-
ing more recorda.

*“A lot of tho daily operations
aren't written down on paper,”
Carvell suid, adding that dona-
tiona and gifts to the muscum
are recorded. *If somebody want-
od to know what procedures we
followed for weddings and school
visits, that's kind of boen in our
hoads.”

Another iseue discussed by
councll way the mansion's grow-
ing popularity, There was some
talk of possibly ruising rental
fees and restricting photography.
Users now only pay $160 for two
hours. .

Cuarvell said on one recent
woekend, five different groups
vied for photography space. With
limited parking and busy traffic
on Grand River, he sees that as
a potenlial for nucndcnts

*“Qur isb ing to

McLain, a formar Detroit Tiger
pitcher, Smigiel and Egan were
convicted of atealing $2.5 million
from the $12 million fund in

All three were named in a U.8,
Diatrict Court civil lawsuit along
with First of America and Michi-
gan Nationsl Bank, The banks
were accused of breaching their
ﬁduclury roles by allowing the
trio to remove the money.

In the September settiument,
First America Bank - now
National City Bank of Mi
and Mlinols - will pay 83.35 mil-
lion and Michigan National
Bank $126,000 for thair role ns
trustees of the fund.

“The bank doean't think it did
anything wrong to harm the
plan,” said David Vigna, attor-
ney for Farmington Hills-baased
Michigan Naticnal Bank, "How-

ever, it was in the best interest’

of ull parties to settle the mat-
tor”

An attorney representing
National City Bank declined
comment.

McLain aleo had $42,000 of his
Major League Boseball pension
garnished. He's also beun

ordered to pay reetitution.

A company previously owned
by Egan paid $3,600.

With those recoveries, the pen-
sion is able, or is very close to
being able, to pay all of the pen-
sions earnod by all former Peot
Packing Company employees,
Stockloff said,

“Our members were worried
sick about whother they would
ever sce their full p " said

talked to union representativos
about the need to cut penaion
benefita.

“They'd litorally be at the bar-
gaining tablo saying '.hny could-
't afford (to pay pension bene-
fita),” Steckloff said, “and they'd
alrendy stolen the money.”

Company owners raiding
cmployae pvn-:on funds is not

Richard Birdsley, union presi-
dent and pension fund trustee.
“Hopefully, they can now look
forward to enjoying their retire.
ment,”

McLain and Smigiel had $3.06
million .ransferred to Comerica
and administered under Van-
guard Investments Inc.

At leust $2,6 million was fun-
neled into another account under
the name Alliance Credit,
Steckloff snid.

From there, that moncy went

into a socret account and was |

used td buy radio stations down
South, a commercml pmductum
y and a 1
media group.
Shartly nﬂ.er buying the com-
pany, Steckloff said owners

BOi Ier from pége Al

ff eaid. Rocover-
ing the monoy is, though.

People in pension plans should
be vigilant in monitoring them.
Under federal law, they have
rights to information on how

i are admini
Steckloff snid.

During the five-year ordeal,
Steckloff admitted he had some
doubts union membaers weuld sce
their pensions replenished. The
University of Michigan law grad-
uate said the casa “ranks right
up there” in torms of career
achievements,

“I told people this is why I

a
ed,

‘went to law schoal,” he said. “Jt's

o very satisfying foeling.”

éreate pmblumu, Carvell said.

Councilman Arnold Campbell
suggested offering reduced fees
for reaidonts.

LauhofT said the city was seek-
ing resumes for a contractor to
act as a liaison between the city
and the committces.

*I think that's a step in the
right direction,” McShane snid.

*

would be done by Wednesday,”
Cowan said, adding that every-
thing should be normal by Mon-

ny.

He said there wore some
delays with heat at North Farm-
ington and West Middle schools
last week, but those problems
wero quickly resolved.

Complicating the boiler prob-

lems last week were a coupla of
chilly nights and the ranch, or
single-floor style of most achool
buildings.

“Once you turn the boilers on
it tokes & while to get adjusted,”
Cowan said. It also takes longer
to heat sprawling buildings than
those with more than one floor,
he added

Dunckel students were encour-
aged by etaff to wear warmer
clothes early last week, prompt-
ing concerns from parenta.

“Why weren't (the schools) bet-
ter prepared for this?” said one
parent, who asked not to be
named,
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