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Len is bringing its ‘sunshine’ our way, finally :

If you ask
Sharon Costan-
zo about the
recent succesa of
“Steal My Sun-
shine,” a sum-.
mer amash for
the Toronto-

Len, she'll
tall you she had
no idea it was
going to be a hit,

‘The only
fomale member of the Len, which
bdlanda old school hip hop with
mp\;kchn nl;cf;ectﬁlnl: and rock,
spoke O] while ha: out
on the g‘und’l bu-.ju::fi:gfnm
heading out oa tour,

During the Oct. 8 telephone
interview, sho spoke about the
song, the new album and work-
ing alongside her little brother,
Mare — known within the Len
erew as The Burger Pimp,

"It wan anybody's guess,” she
said of the song's success. *We
had to find that song. Wo loat it.”

“Sunshine® was a song The

Burger Pimp wrote on his teg at

a party. He camo home, woke
. Sharen, and recorded it tho same

night. The tape was lost, and

A. CASOLA

eventually found under a bed. It
wasn't made to be a hit.

“We'd never perfarmed it,” she
said. “The song wae rolling
before we were. T felt tiks I was
doing a cover”

Despite the warm reception
given to *You Can’t Stop the
Bum Rush,” Sharon's quick to
say that the band dida't exactly
aet out to bo a euccess. In fact,
they didn’t think about much
more than making music and
having fun.

“Wo didn't set out to do any-
thing,” she maid of Len, which
formed in 1991. “We just got
together to have a good time.*

So far, that idea has worked
pretty well. Sharon, Mare, DJ
Moves, Drunknoss Monster and
D-Rock make up Len, a band
simply named after a friend.

“Everyone's amazingly talent-
©d,” said Sharon, *Everyone's got
their own projuet.” Thare's an
independence within the band,
she added. No one tells the other
membors what to do.

“Everyone's got their own
energy. That makes it casy to
party together. We've besn
friends for a decade. It's like &

'Beam fon poge x5

family”

For siblings Sharon and Mare,
it is & family. *T wouldn't do it
without him,” she said. “There's
no roason I would be in this
business without him — I would
still sing in the shower — but it
wouldn’t be any fun for me if he
wasn't in the band.

“The only problem it does pose,
if one of ua in a bad mood, the
other goes down too. Wo'ro super
cluae. We can veally upsot cach
other. We try to keop overything
up... With family, the bost thing
{s that you nlways know thoy'll
be around.*

Len’s nound is somewhat difi.
cult to describe, Sharon sald. But
she tried: *It's pretty up, kind of
n party vibe, You nin't gonna
sloep tarough a set.”

While Len's been together as a
band for eight years, the current
tine-up has only eolidified over
the past three. Succeas came
almoat too quickly,

Len’s canceled two concert
dates in the Detrolt area over
the past year, one as the pro-
posed opening act for Bare
Naked Ladies. But Sharon
Costanzo promised, this time,

éain is on its way into the Motor
ty.

Last-minute scheduling of
shows and a European press
tour prevented the band from
performing. And at the time,
Costunzo said, Len wasa't ready
to go from playing 30 minute
sota on festival tours to a 80
minute hoadlining set.

“People were waiting for us,*
sho said. *It was protty upsotting
for us, aa much as it was some-
one olse. We had te go to Europe.
There were too many things
gulng on at the same time.”

In the midst of moving their
home studio from Toronto to
Vancouver, and heading out on
tour, Len is ready to commence
its first major U.S. tour. No more
conflicts, no more teasing.

*1 don't even know what dny it
is,” said Sharen Costanzo, still
reeling from all the wonderful

LN

“You Can't Stop the Bum
Rush® is the band's third album,
Len independently released
“Superatar® and “Get Your Legs
Broke,” In svery case, the band
invited guest musicians to por-
form, but with their latest work,

- such as the Beatles “Hide Your

. Away” His national tour in

" support of the program hita
roajor U.S. cities including Chiea.
g% Seattle, New Orleans, Boston
and Minneapolis,

Fans that filled the amall pub
commented on the opportunity to
aes DiNizio perform in such an
intimate environment. *I missed
him at Pine Knob, so I wanted to

see him here,” said George Bow-
man, a Troy reaident. *I like his
music. Ho'a n good singer. ‘Blood
and Roscs® and ‘Wall of Sleep’ are
vock classics.”

Kon Abraham, a Rochester res-
ident, caught The Smithoreens
show at PlanctFest this summer,
80 he came down to see DiNisio
play a smaller venue. “He came
and asked if he could sit down
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Vites you to win passes to see
ase from Walt Disney Pictures

The first 25 people to mal a postaard to

“THE STRAIGHT

STORY"

P.0.BOX 708 BLOOMAELD HILLS, M 48303
apass for two to an advanck
Walt Disney

scaeening
TS Story®

with us,” ho said of the musician

he called "down-to-carth.®
Grants were distributed in

Mny and August and another

{’:und will be awarded in Novem-
T.

*I know for a fuct that its real,”
sald DiNizio, atrong believer and
chairman of the BEAM program,
*1 would encourage all local
muaicians te ge to the BEAM

Web site,” said DiNizio, before
taking the stage. “Youll be fool-
hardy to do otherwise,”

Applicanta must ke at least 2},
not be signed to a label, and
demonstrate dedication to their
wark in the music industry. For
an offjcial application and rules
ge0 www. jimbeam.com or write
to B.E.AM, at P.O. Box 4723,
New York, NY 10163-4723.
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thoy sought out the sounds of
old-uchool hip hop performers
Biz Markie and Kurtis Blow.
*We've always had guests,”
suid Costanzo. "Wo've always
had people come in and do what
thoy want to do. This time wo
could reach out to the people we
couldn't reach out to beforv, We
miulm not be able to do this
e

So the Len crew sat around
thinking about who they would
liko to join them. A fow phone
calls and two woeks later Biz
Markio showed ur ut their home
atudlo. The rosult was “Man of
the Year® and “Beautiful Day”
two strong tracks on the album,
cither of which could becomo o
single. Kurtis Blow contributed
to *Cold Chillin.” Perhnps the
most unlikely contributor to the
album was none other than for-
mer Poison guitarist C.C. De-
Ville.

While in Los Angrlos, the band
asought a guitarist to fill an
empty streteh in the song “Feel-
in' Alright.”

“We didn't want vocals,” said
Costanzo. *Wo decided wo should
pay some kind of respect to 80's

hair bands.” ot

While other candidates includ®
ed Eddiv VanHalen and Guns
Rosen axe-slingar, Slash, C.C.
Villo was uvailable, and a frien
of the studiv’s receptionist.

*ilc shows up at-the studio,2
said Costanso, "He's actually u.
renlly normal guy. He didn’s!
ahow up in zchre-stripped lycra:

panta/ R

Not only did De-Ville provide
the guitar work, he traveled to
Canadn to appear in the video
for “Feelin Alright,” Len's lntest,
zinglo, It was ahot at the Coatan::
zo's high school and sliould bes
uki‘r‘w over MTV'e alrwaves this

WOOK. ‘

Listen for the tune when Len
perfurms at Saint Andrews Hall
on Oct.15, And bring your;
friends. Sharon's ‘going to. “It's,
going to be a great show. We're.
heading your way® o

d

Check out.Len, 6 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 15 at St. Andrews Hall, 431 .
E. Congress in Detroit. Tickets,
are $10 advance, $13 doy of they
shous All ages are welcome. Call}
(248) 961-MELT. er wuwuw.?
961melt.com. >
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TICKETS ON SALE TO
TICKETMASTER (248)

pAY!
645-6666

Tickels als0 on sale ot the box office ‘and ofl Ticketmaiter outlets
Groups (20 or more): (313) 871 1132 (M f 100m. 4-30am:
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