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THE WEEK

N MONDAY

City counclis: The Farm-
ington Hills City Council
meets 7:30 p.m. at 31665
11 Mile. The council will
also host a meeting at.8
p.m. at 23600 Liberty
Street.

School board: The Farm-
ington Board of Educa-
tion will host a meeting
at 7:30 p.m., in the Lewis
Schulman Administra-
tive, Center, 325600 Shi-
awassee.

© 0 WEDNESDAY.
What'’s on your mind:
Farmington Hills City
Council will hold a 7 p.m.
community meeting for
residents in the southeast
area at St. Alexander's
Catholic Church. Among
agenda topics are infor-
mation on the upcoming
censusg and proposed
charter amendments. The
church is located at 27836
Shiawassee, between
Inkster and Middlebelt,
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candidates, issues

BY"I'..ARBY O'CONNOR
loconuor@oe.homecomm.net
City Council did, take

Iy
Far

© Local celebri

ics serve up help for community organizati

aton Dbserver

Serving Farmington and Farmington Hills for 113 years

. A3

by Rebecca Sherman an

BY LArsy O’CONNOR
STAFY WRITER
locannor@oe homecomm.net

Two Farmington nrea artists aren't
trying to brush away their past as
much as preserve it.

When the Farmingten Library was
being built in 1975, Hills residents
Marjorie Hogan Chellatorp and Edeo
Joppich donned hard hats and paint-
ed a mural in the children's section.

Twentysfour years later, as the
library has undergone extensive reno-
vation, they've raturned to reatore
thon. - . pcuramranni s .
During tha past week, Chellatorp
and Joppich dabbed and brushed
furiously. They wanted to finish by
Sunday,

“Sometimes an artist will look at
something later and say, ‘I wish 1
would've done this' or ‘I wish I
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Artists at work: Edee Joppich and Marjorie Chellstorp
her children Rachel and David.

the luster of their original collabora. -

Library mural restores past splendor

work on restoring their mural, admired
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the mural.

Touch It up: Edee Joppich retouches two of the many figures on
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Flyer
sparks
debate

B Candidates for Farming-
ton City Council exchange
words over challenger
Steve Dibert’s campaign
literature.

BTAFY WaITER
tsmith@oc.homocomm.net

The gloves officially
are off in the Farmington
City Council race.

Veteran council member Bill Hart-
sock ripped into the latest campaign
flyer from challenger Steve Dibert.
Hartsock accused Dibert of “finger
pointing” and appealing to the fears of
Farmington's senior citizena,

Tho Dibert flyer, titled “What Does
Independence Mean to You?” features
the photograph of a hitch-hiking eenior
citizen standing behind his walker,
holding a sign with tho worda “I Need
A Ride.”

The flyer maintains that Farmington
senior citizons “are forced to fight
everyday for their independenca™ from
“having to rely on others for the neces-
sities of life.”

The lack of downtown grocery stores
within walking distance for many older
people in the community requires they
“depend on unreliable taxi cabs or the
gencrosity of friends and relatives” for
transportation to those stores, the flyer
continues, The 1998 closing of the
Downtown Farmington Center Farmer
Jack marked the third of five grocery
atores to close since 1893, Dibert said,

But Hartsock laat weck eriticized

- Dibert's compaign tactics, primarily

thot the challenger isn't proposing
solutions after making allegations,

“I want to know whero Steve Dibert
stands on the issues,” Hartsock said,
“All I've ever heard from Steve Dibert
ia finger pointing and criticism, appeal-
ing to the feara of our senior citizens
and young familics.

“T want to know where this guy's
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Encouraging diversity focus of panel discussion

BY HEATHER NERDHAM
BYAYY WRITXR

Community membera converged
Thursday to talk about waya to get
people from different cultures more
Invelved in community groups.

About 60 people attended the multi.
cultural forum at the Farmington

dent of the PTA Council; Hiram Har-
ris, parent; Olive Awad, bilingual para-
professional with the Farmington Pub-
lic Schools; and Irene Kernicky, ropre-
senting the Council of Homeowners
Association,

Questions discussed by the panel
and audience involved the diversity of
community groups, how new communi-

are di d from par-

Ta. ~iag Center. The o
Mut VMultiracial ty mon
Couneill d the forum, P

personal experiences about

sored by the Farmington PTA Couneil,
Farmington Observer and Northwest
Gazetta,

The forum is the first in a series that
began with the council's opening rally
Sept. 16.

The purposo of tho forum {s to iden-
tify ways to make organizations more

thoir turn under the Democratic Club
microscops Wednesday,

Incumbenta JoAnne McShane, Bill Hart-
sock, Jim Mitchell and challenger Steve
Dibert will anawer questions at a Farming-
ton Democratic Club sponsored forum.

All four aro vying for three open council
seats Nov. 2. The top two vote gottors
recejvs four-year terms; tho third place fin-
isher gets n two-year atint. .

The dobate takes place 7-8 p.m. in Farme
ington Hills City Council Chambers.

From 8.9 p.m., discussion will shift to
Farmington Hills' soven proposed charter
emendmenta.

“To talk about it, showing what the
issues are, is Important,” eald Gerald Gold-
berg, a Farmington Demecratic Club mem-
ber whd {s organizing the forum,

Both forums are apen to the public and
will be televised on the cities’ respective
cable aceess channels. .

Those who attend can submit questiona
while thoso at home may phone in theirs,

Farmington council candid had a
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getting invalved and what can be done
to incrense participation.

Samir Haddad, bilingual director for
the dlstrict, said 20 percent of students
hail from non U.S. countries. A majori-
ty of these atudents learned to speak a
language other than English before
coming to the States, he added.

As for ity groups, some are

{0 the needs of the
nity. .

“Our purposs today is to look at ways
to encourage and get the community
involved,” anfd Polly Bachrouche, stu-
dent assistanco specielist at Wood
f_?mck Elemenmry,_ ‘who modorated the

more diverse than others, Harria sald,
“Qur homeowners (associntion)} group
is not very divorsa,” he said. But,
Wooddale’'s PTA is “moderately
diverse,”
He said he decided to got involved
b he roceived a lotter from the

person ponel
Panolists wore Janet Holm, presi-

Challenger

Steve Dibert loves Farmington, but
he docsn't love the direction he thinks
tho city is going in.

That ia why he is challonging three
Farmington City Council incumbents
in the Tueaday, Nov. 2, olection end

. why he ia knocking on doara and trying

to find out what people ~ particularly
tho city's significant elderly population
- really want from their elected offi-
clals.

For example, he doean't think city
officlale were open enough concorning
the rocent decision to purchaae the
Civic Thentre,

Dibert, who twice ran unsuccessfully
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Input: Sue Odeh offers suggestions on how to welcome new par-

ents to PTA meetings.

hopes to bring change

aa the Democratic
candidate for the
37th  District
House against
GOP candidate
Androew
Raczkowski, wor-
ries about the
future of Farm.
ington. Some of

Furmington
3ITY COUNCIL RACE

Y

‘i concerns includo:

@ Urban spruwl ond blight aro mov-
ing toward Farmington;

@ City Igndnn Inc!( cohnlilvn vision

and o
district, which he doosn't think can
compote ogainat others in Onkland and
Wayne counties;

W The council’s decision to buy the

Civic Theatre was the wrong mave;

M Something needs ta be done for the
¢ity to better market itself if it is to
economicaily survive in the 21st centu-

ryMnrkndng and communication short-
cominga, noted Dibert, fuel what he
called an identity problem for the
smaller municipni neighbor of Farm-
ington Hills,

*When I knock on doors,” snid Dibert
during a recent interview at the Farm.
ington Observer office, “you wouldn't
believe the number of people who think
(Hills Mayor) Aldo Vagnozzi is the
mayor” of Farmington.

The firat challonger in a city council
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