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Origin of familiar names
makes fascinating book

“The Name's Familiar”

By Laura

(Pelican Pub, Co., 1898, $9.88)
————— Ever wonder
whero  words
like Jacuszi,
Lootard, and
Frisboe come
from?

Thoy're
eponyma, words
derived from
people’s names,
According to
journaliat and
former radio
announcer Laura Lee, there are
hundreds of them, and thoir
atudy provides both fascinating
trivia and unique glimpses into
our nation'a past,

Consider Mr. Candido Jacuzzi,

an Italian immigrant who, along
with his brother, designed a pro-
poller known as the “Jacurzi
toothpick” for World War 1
planes. n Mr. Jacuzzi's son
suffered from rheumatoid arthri-
tis, he used his technical know-
how to create a hot-water hydro-
massago, Thus, the hot tub was
born,
Then there was Jules Leotard,
a French trapeze artist in the
18608, the first to turn a somer-
sault in midair and the inspira.
tion for the eong.“The Daring
Young Man on the Flying
Trapeze.”

Leotard would have been
proud that the pants he wore
during performances eventually
caught on, albeit in a more sub-
dued environment. He once
urged men to “put on a more nat-

ural garh that does not hide your
beat features.”

And Willlam Russell Frisbee
originally made frult pies, not
flying saucer toys. His bakery
became popular with students at
Yalo Univeraity when they dis.
cove tho aerodynamic proper-
ties of his ple tins,

First manufactured by Wham-
QO Toy Company as the Pluto
Platter, the toy’s name was later
changed to “Frisbee” when a
company executive heard abeut
the game played at Yale,

“The Name's Familiar” s chock
full of anecdotal, fun-filled mini-
biographies of people who gave
their names, sometimes inadver-
tently, to products we use every-
day. Yhere are the more well
known stories of Singer, Kollogg,
Hoover, and Heinz but some less
famous names are included as
well: Adolphe Sax (saxophone),
Sylvester Graham (crackera),
and Maximilian Berlitz (lan-
guage schools). H
the way, succeeded in producing
1,100 different products, but as
Lee explains, *he liked the sound
of the number 67, So 57 vari-
eties became a fixture in his
advertising.”

In addition 1o product names,
the book also traces the origin of
eponymous jargon, Why, for
oxample, do we call a heavy
drinker a “lush?” {Tho word origi-
nates from the name of the

d but often inebriated
Dr. Thomas Lushington, a chap-
1ain who later lent his name to a
London pub.) How did a muscle
cramp come to be called a
“charley horse?” (ARer a real

Mort Crim’s book
good news to uplift spirits

If you ever heard the Apollo 11
moon landing reported on the
ABC Radio Network, then you
heard Mort Crim. For 36 years
his warm style of illustrating the
newa with peignant stories have
made tisteners think twice.

“Good News for a Change!”
gives readers a positive, motivat-
ing view of everyday events,
through true stories that have
great lesgons. In these 84 short
messages, Crim applies a posi-
tive view to 'y cone

cerns and issues,

With all the negative and bad
news reported, it is time to read
“Good News for a Change!”

Crim is creator and host of the
award-winning radio series,
“Second Thoughts,” now airing

horse who limped while pulling a
roller in the Chicago White Sox
ball park) And why doss “quis.
llndc’ mean traitor? (Norwegian
Vidkun Quisling helped the Ger-
mane invade his own country
and was later tried for treason.)

The book by the one-time
Farmington Hills resident con-
tains many more entries, such as
18th century Elizabeth Foster
Goosoe, who created rhgmen to
entertain her 10 stepchildren,
and Gabriel Fallopius, who want-
ed to become a priest but ended
up studying the female reproduc-
tive system instead.

But if yon want to know the
origin of Barbie and Ken, or whe
lent their monikers to Eleanor
Righy, James Bond, and Charlie
Brown, you'll have to read the
book yourself. “The Name's
Familiar” ia a concise read, some-
times witty and often inspiring,

e men and women who cre.
ated the goods and services we
take for granted today didn't
wave @& magic wand. Their suc-
cess was built on hard work and
the ability to bounce back after
numerous failures. .

Besides being a handy etymo-
logical resource, Laurn Lee's

is a tribute to their perse-
verance and accomplishments,

“The Name's Familiar” {s avail.
able at Border’s Books.

Esther Littmann is a_resident
of Bloomfield Township and a
tutor in English. You can leave
her a message on a touch-tone
phone at {734) 953-2047. Her fax
number is (248) 644-1314,

uses

News in New York and from
1980-1984 was Paul Harvey's
backup newscaster. News
for a Change!” is available now
through Servant Publications.
Celebrating 26 years in pub-
lishiag, Servant Publications is

on over 800
From 1978-1997, Mort was
senior editor and anchor of the
evening news at WDIV.TV
(channel 4) in Detroit
For five yeara, he was a
tional dent for ABC

BOOK HAPPENINGS

an p er in

Ann Arbor. Servant specifically

gelects its 80-plus authors to

meet & highly diverse and grow-

ing readership. Servant aleo has

the ability to sell books' in local
stores. '

Book Happenings features
events at suburban bookstores,
libraries and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia, MI 48150, or fax them to
(734) 691-7279 or e-mail to
Awygonik@ oe. homecomm.net

USED BOOK SALE
The Friends of the Southfield
Public Library will hold their seml-
annual used book sale Oct. 20-24
in the Marcotte Room of the
Library, 26000 Evergreen Road.
To open tho sate, the Friends will
host a traditional preview night
Wednesday, Oct. 20, from 6-8:30
p.m. The admission fee of $5 entl-
tles browsars to proview the
books for sale and enjoy compti-

Tuesday. Oct. 19. Call (313) 271-
4441 for Information.

Marian Edwerds of Livonia will
sign coples of her latest romance
novel “Heaven's Reward™ 57
p.m. Friday, Oct 22, at the Books
Connectlon of Livonia, Middiebelt
and Saven Mile in the Mid-7
Plazs. Edwards’ first book
appesred In 1994; you can obtaln
sligned copies of her book prior to
of atter the signing event by
golng to the stote or calling toll-
{ree (877) 268-3387. This is

Edwards® fifth book to

Tales ... and Then Soma.” Great
tor mambers of the whote family,
this third edition of non-threaten-
Ing ghast storias will have you on
the edge of your seat. Hear the
bizere tales at & p.m. Saturday.
Oct. 23, at the store located on
Ford Road near Greenfield, Cal
(313} 271-4441 for Information.
We dare you]

Y

The Michigan Humanities Council
ond the Friends of the Livonla
Putlic Library present Literary

store ownar Palricla Franks.

Joffery Smith viglts Shaman Drum
in Ann Arbar to read from “Where
the Roots Reach for Water: A
Parsonal end Natural History of
Metancholle,” Melencholla, the

mentary A

to the sate Thursday through
Sunday I8 free. Hours are 9:30
28.m.8:30 p.m, Oct. 21; 9:30
a.m.-5 p.m, Oct. 22 end 23; and
1-4:30 p.m. Oct. 24, Call (248)
$48.0462 for Information.

Borders Farmington Hills hosts its
monthly Business Book Group
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 20, at the store
located at 30995 Orchacd Lake
Road. Hosted by Dee Dee Sung of
Golden Mortgage and facilitated
by Robert Del Valle, the book to
be discussed is *The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People,” by
Stephen Covey. Sung is a local
business development and litera.
ture expert with a proven track
recoed of helping othera premote
their businesses and leam pubdlic

MEET THE AUTHOR =
Author Sandra Brawer wilt sig)
ond discuss her now book,
*Murder for Beltens,” & story
sbout a vampire novelist who
tries to soive the Brennen

* County, Mich., murgers. Brawer
wiil Spper at Borders Books &
Musio in Dearbom, T p.

term for what we call
deprossion, has anclent links to
splrituality, sexuallty, art and phl-
losophy, and especially to our
relationship with landscapes. In
his work, Smith explores metsn-
choila In what is pert memolr,
pant natural hictory and part cul
tural study. This program Is sat

Volces.
Th s series at the Carl Sandburg
Library In Livonla offars a collec-
tion of stories of lovo, betrayal,
mystery and madnoss, stories
that tay bare the terrible lies of
love and madness that bind us
all, Programa toke place the fol-
lowing Tuesdays:
1 Oct. 26: Beans of Egypt, Maine
The Southflald Public Library pre-
sents author Dr. Ray Kamoo in a
discusslon of his book “Anclent
and Modern Chaldean History: A
Comprehensive Bibllography of
Sources.” This book by the
tesident ond

for 810 p.m, Wedn Oct.
20. Shaman Drum I3 located at
313 S. State In Ann Arbor.

Y STUFF

Virginia Balley Parker, the author
of “Ghost Storles and Other Tates
from Canton,” will share some of
her anecdotes at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 26, at the
Plymauth Cistrict Llbrary, 223 S,
Maln. Her storkes of epparitions,
phantom sounds, objects moving
on thelr awn and eerie lights are
set in some of Canton's Victorian
tarmhouses. Het research tumed
up teles of childhood pranks, his-
tovic tragedies and other parance-
mal happenings. Call {(734) 453-
0750 for information.

AND MUSIC
Just In time for

history expert will be a valuable
addition to local reference materl-
als - the metro-Detroit aren con-
talns a very large Chaldean com-
munily. Dr, Kamoo will appear
from;2 to 4 p.m. Tuesdsy, Oct,
19, #t the library, located st
26000 Southfield Road. Call (1-

* 800] 4626420,

SOOK SIGNING

Farralngton Obsarver raporter and
Livopis fesident Tim Smith will
sign copias of his new book,
“Miracie Blrth Stories of Very
Pretaasture Babies - Littie Thumbs
uply .

& Thursday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m,
Borgers, Aubum Hilis,

n Sqturdey, Oct. 30, 2 p.m.,

Borders Books and Music in
Dearborn prasents Helen
Mamaiakis® “Dearboin’s Eerle

Lakeside Mall,
Stefling Heights.
Smith can be contacted directly
Bt (248) 477-5450,



