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tmospheric Williamsburg spins an authentic tale

_BY Juuz BRowN Other lodging sites are Shields Tavern. slavery re-enactment has gener-
_BTANY WRITER offered, and there's certainly  We vigited the DeWitt Wallace ated controversy in Williams-
Il plenty to see. We enjoyed the Gallery but had to pass on the burg. and we hope to go back to

The crowd huzzed as Thomas
Jefferson strode to the platform,
looking every inch the 16th-cen-
tury statesman. “f have been
called here to address certain
issues,” said Jeffe:

a man re-enacting his role at
Colonial Williamsburg.

Jefferson discussed with the
visiting tourists, or colonists, the
fighting ip the M. 3

Bay Colony. The day of his

speech near the Governor's

Palace was April 29, 1775,
ding to the Iy

Wwilli
calendar,

*“I stand here not to voice trea-
son.” Rather, Jefferson sdvocat- |
ed the right to hold and voice ' |
opinion, to assemble and peti-
tion the government for redress

historic buildings, nat only the

Governor's Palace, Capito! nnd

courthouse, but also the taverns

and shops set up to show every-

day life in Williamsburg more
200 years ago. '

The food in the two taverns
we ate in was designed to be
authentic, although I did get
potato chips with my fish sand-
wich. We ate at Chowning’s Tav-
ern and King’s Arms Tavern.
There are two others: Chris-
tiana Campbell’s Tavern ond

Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk

Art Center when Hurricane

Floyd cut our trip short. The
DeWitt Wallace Gallery sits
houees the Public Hospita),
showing the first such facility in
North America to treat ths men-
tally ill. The modern-day exhibit
ahows how treatment of mental
illness evolved.

We heard some of slavery but
didn't have time to visit the
Carter's Grove Plantation,
where slavery is re-enacted. The

learn more.

. Jefferson, in speaking, advo-
cated religious freedom for all,
“all of us free to attend to our
God as we choose.” He also dis-
cussed the economy, saying “Cit-
izens, it is my firm belief that
we must practice a good econo-
my.”

He favored not spending on
jtems that couldn‘t be afforded,
and atso encouraged a sound
educational system for the
future. “Ignorance is not blise.
An education will always prove
the true corrective for the abus-
es of government.” The young
Jefferson also advocated press
freedom.

Early press history is an inter-
est of mine, 30 [ was pleased to
vinit the colenial print shop and

of grievances. ,
- ask questions, The re-enact-
Let us not step back b\lt"pl‘& ments were particularly inter-
ceed forward ﬁuﬂﬂﬂ?“’, he esting, including a visit by
said, p a question sbout George Washington, but the

his views on slavery,

“We must attend to this bar-
baric prectice of alavery,” said
Jeflerson, himself a slave owner,

man in the print shop was able

to speak to modern questions,

too, which J appreciated.
Williamaburg was Virginia's

“upwards of 200 and 50." Jeffer- capital from 1699 to 1780, A
:g‘l‘:‘i_:ﬂl:::g Rl’adﬁ ‘cclimm:‘- visit will reveal just how
of skills to those freed. British” our young country was

Buch re-enactments are com-
mon fare at Colonial Williams-
burg, which aima to give visitors
a firsthand view of life in 16th-

on those days, with influence
from acrose the Atlantic still
felt. One day, we gathered with
others as Lord Botetourt con-
vened the House of Burgesses

century colonial America. . . PROTOS X7 Mz BOauOD

My husband, Mark Rembecki, Paying attentlon: Listeners heed the words of Thomas
and [ took n September trip, fly- Jefferson. Such re-enactiments are common in Colonial
ing into Richmond and taking Williamaburg,
an ajrport Jimo in and back.”

I had heen to Colonial
Williamsbhuryg in college. My
hushand had never been. He
had an interesting ience on
this trip. When we visited the
old courthouse, he was put “on
trinl” for not sttending church in
tha past four weeks, His defense
of being Roman Catholfc and
unable to worship as he saw fit
fell on deaf Protestant ears. The
fine was five shillings.

The Villiamsburg Web site is
at www. colonialwillismsburg.
org, and information is aloo
available by calling (800) HIS-"
TORY. Plantiful lodging is avail-
able in a variety of price ranges,
We stayed at the moat economi-
cal Governaor's Inm, which s X
required crossing railroad tracks
and one busy intersection to get  Elegant surroundings: The Governor’s Palace draws

into town but was pleasant and ot . T
comfortable, many visitors to Colonial Williamsburg.

for the first time in his governor-
ship. The feel was British, yet
those of us watching knew the
Revolution loomed.

The more recent atory of
Williamsburg, of how visionary
clergyman W.A.R. Goedwin in
1826 convinced John D. Rocke-
feller Jr. to restoro the site to
colonial glory, is told as well.
Both it and the colonizl atories

bine to make Williamsburg o
great travel destination.

Qur passes are good through
next September, and we'll be
checking nirfares to see about
going back. We'll remember to
wear good walking shoes, too,
although there is bus service os
well.

Getting the word out: The print shop is one of many
facilities designed to show everyday working life in
colonial America.
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Enjoy 8 BounceBack Weekend®
st Hitton and relax for less.
When was tha last time you did
absofutely nothing? Enjoyed pam-
penng that mads a few days foel
liko 8 vacation? AHilton  FROM
BouncoBack Woekend

provdes everything you 557000
need 10 rest ond revivo. Plus
rocoive a free Continantal break-
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Help bonafit Common Grovnd Sanepurry's 24 bovr crisis line & community sarvics programs
by purakasing & Teshirt 110 children'ss $12-$15 adult skort and long sleevel or Sweatsliet 1§22-424)

Join us Seturday, September 23 & Sndny, Sytamber 24, 2000

the Detroit ares Hittons listed.

Hilton Garden ina® Pymouth 248-420-000) 696 '
Hiton Grand Repids Alrport 8186670100 869

Hiton Inn Southfieid 2483671100 675-006

Hitan Northfield 2488782100 08

Hilton Novi 2483484000 809-006

Hilton Suites Aubum Hills 246-334-2222 908

Hitton Suites Detroit Matro Airport 734-728-9200 678
Hitton Toledo 216-447-1300 874

Hiton Toronto 418-606-3456 S158-8 188 (Canadian)
Hitton Toronto Alrport 06-877-9800 815 (Canatkan)
Hitton Windsor 518-973-5555 $128-6139 (Canadizn}
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