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M“ral from page A1

would've done that™ gaid Chell-
storp, taking a break Friday
morning. *When we look at it

now, we can &till aee the fine
work.” \

Said Joppieﬁ: *It's as frash
now as it was when we started.
It is l““ a vitdl plece of art-

Most of the tnuch-up work
involves repainting the original'a
color acheme to include more
arangos and greens, which i
part of the children's soction new

As a zuldn. the)'re \ulng th-lr
original

nity Library executive director.

A painting on a wall is more
vulnerable than one on canvas,
Papai said. The library’s base-
ment once had a water leek,
which hdgh:enad foars the
mural would be

Papai didn't want the murat
left out during repovations,
which are being paid for through
voter-approved baon,

“I think it [s remarkable that
we have two artists ... who are
still actively invoived in our arts
community who are willing to
come back to work and refresh

A atveet car, a hot dog vendor
and 1920» police officers are
depicted along with children and
o tree house. The approaching
1976 Bicentennial served ns
inapiration for the mural,

The montage became o popu-

. Jar feature in the Farmington
branch children’s section, said
Bev Papai, Farmington Commu.

this derful plece of artwork
24 years later,” Papal »sid,

In those years, Chellstorp and
Joppich have honed their reapec-
tive crafts.

Chelllwrp is an auillant pm—
fessor in Med,

Quide: An artist'’s rendering of the ﬁnuhed mural helps
guide the artiats.

tured in meveral statewide and
mginnnl bits, including Jop-
pich's Bay Street Gallery in
North, ich,
Joppich was Farmington Arte
Commission and Michigan
Council for the Arts 1978 “Artiat
in Residence.”

Bhe's gone onto global rencown,

Art and Humlnmu Dopart-

ment. She's also past president

of tho Farmington Artists Club.
Her paintinge have been fea-

Dibel't from page Al

One of her moat recent works
has boea y the Intcr-

lonal Society of"’ i
Artists Exhlhh, which is fea-
tured in the Huntaville (Als.)
Museum of Art,

Chnlhtnrp and Joppich own
‘Wall-Art, a company speclalizing
in murals,

As they work together, they
mirror patience and mutual
respect. Once in awhile they
even have an audience as chil-
dmn wu!ch with

Flyer from page

Al

boen, whero he's at and where
he plans on going in the future.”

Hartaock might have to wait
only until 7 p.m. Wednesday,
when city council candidates aro
acheduled to participate at a
Farmington Democratic Club.
sponsored forum, The debate
wiil take place in the Farming.
ton Hills City Council Cham-
bers, Orchard Lake and 11 Mile
roads,

Dibert, Hartsock and incum-
bents JoAnne McShane and Jim
Mitchell are sseking election to
Lhm Farmington council scats.

cily ballot proposals also
will be decided Nov. 2.

. On ’l‘huud;y, Dibert staunch-
y defend

th artists inspire vach other
with ideas, they said.
We're bnuer together in a
way,” Joppich said.
“1 think so, too,” Chellltnrp
said,

and
said he is ready and willmg to
stop into the ring against Hart-
sock and the other two incum.
bents.

“The rcason they're upset is
they can't handle the truth. The
truth of the matter ia, one of the
reasons they lost (a grocery
store) in downtown Farmington

electlon uincn 1993 is vying
against i ill Hart-

Attracting businessos to give

JoAnne McShano and Jim
Mitchell for thres seats in the
election. The top two vote-getters
will receive four-year terms; the
third-place finisher will earn a
two-year term,

" Outspoken and brash, the six-
ident of Farmi said

more *bang for our
buck” could happen with a differ-
ent approach.

“We need to make the DDA
more accountable to the general
public,” sald Dibert, who lives in
Farmington with his wife,
Danielle. “One way to do that is

year

the city council ia “very standoff-
ish when it comos to seeking
public participation,” and “needs
to be more visible™ to quell any
lack of identity and attract the
type of busincases that will bring
in consumers who now go to
Northvitle or other d

harter the DDA, so you have
more residents on the commit-
teo. Right now it'A made up ,,. of
businesa ow=ers.”

Downtown's business district
also could be boosted by the lift-
ing of & “quasi” 10 p.m. curfow
leort said now exists, “It's an

*The effects of urban sprawl
are coming down Grand River
and people are moving out of
Parmington and Farmington

. Hills,” Dibert said. *Farmington
now isn't the little mecca out in
the middle of nowhere that it

" was 30 yoars ago. Now it haa to
compete with -other amall
tuwns,”

Dibert doesn't think city offi-
" ¢lals have had a cohesive buasi-
ness vision for a number of
yoars. He citea “cyclical over-
. abundances” of busineases,
. "Ten years ago it was (bringing
. In) a lot of discount stores, Then
7 jt'wd antique stores. Now, we're
dealing with bakeries and bread
~ shops,” be said.

trol concept.” -

City off‘cinln also neod to
"nnrt' !‘nllgwlnz the vi'lioying

the Civic contained in the official
visioning report, based on those

meetings. But all of the officials

said discuesions did take place
during the visioning meetings,
linking the future success of the
Civic to the viability of down-
town Farmington.)

Include public

According to Dibert, a feasibili-
ty study — with input from resi-
dents ~ ahould have been com-
pleted prior to any theater trans-
action. Also, he eaid the lack of
an open bidding process was a

“L ﬂm;xght it was a bad idea,”
said Dibert about the city pur-
chase ?_f the then‘ter. “T'm funda-~

s8r
‘They had some great ideas. And,
contrary to what the council may
claim, buying the Civic was not
one of them,” said Dibert, who
partic d on the busi

P to g
running a for-profit business,”
Dibert said he has contacts in
the film industry who told him
lhut ca]!ulmd itself soon will
with moviea

restaurant task force during the
atrategic planning process.

*I sat on that committee for six
montha of meetinge,” Dibert
said. *The Civic was never men-
tioned.”

(Hartsock, McShane and
Mitchell all disputed Dibert's
claims, as did City Manager
Frank Lauhoff and Assistant
City Manager Bill Richarda.
There was no specific mention of

bemg shown over a satellite feed.
The cost for an aging theater
such as the Civic to maka the

Grand River landmark theater,
which was sold by Hohler to the
city this summer for $316,500.

Dibert ian't down about every-
thing in Farmington, however,
The public safety department,
which provides police, fire and
medical assistance under one
roof, is “very effective for Farm-
ington.” He wouldn't cali for a
merging into the larger Farm-
ington Hills polica end fire
departments.

Roads, aidowalku nnd sewers
are in good shape, he continued,
and “the DPW doeus a very good
job of maintaining everything”

Meanwhila, city council aspira.
tions aren't the oniy things on
the agenda for Dibert, a gradu-
ate of Oakland University with a
major in political acience, There
is tlme to serve on community

and
and alac roll up his sleeves and
talk to the public, he believes,

Belldea participating in the

visioning process, Dibert cur-

d Dibert,
probably wnl too much for for-
mer owner Grag Hohler and
probably will eventually take a
million-dollar chunk out of the
city’s financial coffers,.

Because of that, Dibert said a
five-star restaurant might hnve
been a better ive for

rently holds a seat on the Farm.
ington Hills/Farmington Com-
mission on Children, Youth and
Familiea. He also owns Interi-
ors/Exteriors Ltd. and is
employed in the senior loan
office at Livonia-based First

Mortgage.

was becauso of a lack of econom-
ic ight when Farmer Jack
and A&P merged.

“When they merged, you had
two stores owned by the same
company within' a mile. At the
same time, the city council was
fighting Kroger over their nban-
doned storefront at Grand River
and Halsted. ... A light should
have gone off in somebody’s
hend that said ‘Wait a minute,
we're going to have a pmb!nm
here and we better get at it."

If the flyer ruffled a few feath-
ers, so be it, Dibert said.

“The botograph was to make
@ point,” Dibert said. *And the
point is that our seniors in this
community have - at least in my
complex - to take taxi cabs
whenever they go someplace.

“... Every day, I see the taxi
cabs coming into my complex.
And, I'll tell you something: I
wouldn't put my 30-year-old sis-
ter into one of those, let alone
my grandmother.”

Dibert defended the content of
the flyer.

“Everything in there is 100
percent true,” he said. “The only
thing they have to complain
about is their lack of creating an
economic vision for this commu-
nity. Thus far, they're content
with the status quo.”

Hartsock lnmented that the
kind of politicking taking place
in state races now seems to be

taking place in local elections.

*It's discouraging and disap-’
pointing that it's come down to &%’ .
local level what we've seen at's .
the state level,” Hartsock n!d, 5
“slamming lhlng- and not pﬂh‘
viding a solution. I'd hope thll.‘
local elections would be mouh
thoughtful, more intelligent nnd’-
more real when it comes down u--
the campaign and !.hn isstes M.--
hand.”

Dibert said d:o:e senior cnti- 0
zens who have received his Hhr-‘f"
ature have complimnud him, Ir-"'
is an issue eniors say the l:ily ]
council has ignored over the put:f
five years, he said.

“This is politics,” Dibert said. '5.
“If you want to be a politician, ~<
you have to learn how to deal 3]
with it. If you're not going to go, :.
out into the community and'r
really talk about the issues wlﬂw
people, or find out what tha'-.--
issues are from the people, thens~s

ed official in this community.” ‘f
According to Dibert, the nn]yu
other candidate going out hm::;;

neighborhoods to discuss issues

with residenta is McShane.
“There ave only two people ou
knocking on doors in this cam-). vd
paign, esnd that's JcAnna.r'
McShane and myself.” -

But both Hartsock Alld.~-
Mitchell denied a lack of contact’s
with residents during the nmﬁ,u
paign. They did say they were; “
planning on doing moat of their;1d \..
campaigning between now and: .3
the election, because it would be
more effective.

“Everybody's been out,” Hart-
sock said. “And, as a matter of
fact, most of my campaigning
going to be in the last tw
weeks. To be more effective as:7,
far ns campaigning, you have u;-
do it closer to (the clection)’
when people ere paying atten:
tion.”

About not going door-to-door's; b
yet, Mitchell said “It's not true.';,

. He started awfully early, bu
thnt'l his decision.

“You don't want to start too
enrly with the election atill s
being o ways off. Otherwise, an
meaningless,” Mitchell said.. 37 .

Staff writer Larry O'Connor< -
contributed to this report. S

Comc One, Come §ii...

Harvest Festival

3500 W. South Boulevard

Rochester Hills

(between Adams & Crooks)

Satarday.

October 23, 1999
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

:.lt’s hard to believe autumn is upon us and winter is not too far away.
We invite you to join our family for some seasonal fun while the

weather still cooperates.

M-59.

Rochester Hills,
ealy sccetuble
from 175 and

3500 W. South

Pead

(248) 852-7800

Many activities have been planned for
the entire family including face
painting, pony rides, moon walk,
clowns, pumpkin painting,
hot air balloon and live music.

" Bring the entire family and
have some fun!

waod Inn

Bivd,, Rochester Hills

=N

Sundays, October 16 throu,

stage of the castle
e North
Grand court.

Visit Boogah
and Hoogah
and their
friends as
they
autograph
their limited
edition
collector’s
cards on the

to 2:45 p.m|
ul selected
stores.

“BOOGAH, H
HUHHY

'wo goofy goblins named B
their dusty old Mummy, and their pet Woof ‘will be dropping in with silly spooky fun
for little monsters of all ages.

Children's Theatre of Michigan’s production
of “Boogah & Hoogah’s Haunted Houseparty”
will be presented Wednesdays through

OGAH
tRARTIE” ,
00P° :

h & Hy h, their home:

de friend Frankie,

3,

at one o'clock sharp, on the drawbridge

October |3|




