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No fortune cookie forotold that
weo would bo 80 Jucky.

Wo made our resorvations for
China last spring, with no inkling
we'd be there as the country cele-

brated its 50th anniversary as

. the People's Republic of China.
But there we were in Beijing
from Sept. 26-30 watching the
city-wide proparationa for the

Oct. 1 extravaganza in Tianan-

mon Square.

*=° And thero we wero In Tianan-
men Square on the Jast day it
was open to the public. .

Ang thore we were in Xian
(pronounced Sheo-on) on Oct. 1,
where In 1874 farmora accidon-
tally discovered thousands of life-
siro torra cotta figures guarding

. the tomb of Emperor Qin Shi
Huang (248 BC-208 BC):

Wo took time out to watch
China ahow off its military and
cultural might. The pomp and
circumatance seemed gonerally

. confined to Beljing, but was tole-
vised to the nation in its entirety,

Béijing propared for this cele-
bration as you would for an
important party at your home.
The government apant months
and millions getting ita house
and grounds in ordor,

Officiala had a'pig job, since

" Anniversary decoratlons:

Workers water a pillar of
flowers with a dragon. It *
was part of the 60th
anniversary celebration
decorations in Beijing,

this city of 12 million is both
heavily polluted and in obvious
transition between old and new,
architecturally, cconomically and
politically.

Our Chinese guide detailed

:ahut down for a meonth; the pol-
luted city moat waa completely.
drnxnod and newly filled with
‘water; proatitutes and beggars
.were raunded up and romaoved
from the eity center; ronds were
‘built and the new airport was
‘timed to opon for domestic
‘flights; workers were given a
soven-day vacation; people from
-outside Beijing were told to stay
home to avoid further traffic con.
‘gostion; entry to Tiananmen
‘Square to watch the festivities
was by Invitation only,
: Wo saw for ourselves the mil-
dons of flowers arranged
thmughout tho city, most in pots
'rather than actual plantings; a
-‘couple hundred school children
practicing for-the feativities in a
plaza near our hotel; the night.
time fireworks.

' And in Tisnanmen Square
. itself, we watched as the red car-
pot.was laid, the thousands of
VIP scats installed and the last-
minute potted flowers arranged..

On tho last night before the
square was closed to the public
the traffic was unimaginable.
Evoryone wanted to see what he
“could only view on television from
then on. We had tickets for the
Eﬁkﬂﬂﬂ Opera, without realizing
how close it was to Tiananmen,
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On patrol: A military presence ig conspicuous in Tiananmen Square a few days
before the state anniversary celebration.

Hilton Gardan Inn® Plymduth 248-420-0001 $86
Hilton Grand Rapids Airport 816-257-0100 869

Hilton Inn Southfield 246-357-1100 $75-805

Hilton Northfisld 248-879-2100 898

Hitton Novi 248345 4000 $89-696

Hilton Suites Aubum Hills 248-334-2222 %0

Hitton Suites Detroit Metro Alrpon 7347289200 879

".|  HitonToron 0 416-889-3456 $185-8196 (Canaian)
Hilton Toronto Airport 505-677.9900 8116 (Canadian)
Hiton Windsor 513-973.6555 8129-8139 (Canadiary

K nmmmmdmmmhcu

* §0Upe b1 88 othev offers. ot-o'muuum enmmuouh

-lf, i
5

nummmvnm Dwnlwnkmolwu:u LY FIGUCHTINLS vy Dy Botel,

mlr\imr Atay (rea wn thest paren!
baokng requined.

\

' Weekend reservations at

I —————
DRV 10 unge WihoT novCe. Earty hook-

an)

Hilton

Enjoya BounceBack Weekend®
at Hilton and relax for less.
Whaon was the last time you did
absolutaly nothing? Enjoyed pam-
poring that made a few days feel
lika a vacation? AHilton ~ FROM
BouncaBack Woekand

provides everythingyou  Darfeom
need to fost and tavive. Plus
receive a free Continantal broak-
{ast or credit towards a full break-
fast (at Hilton Suiws.ynu‘ll recoive a
luliMoriun broakfast and
quing bevarage reception}. You
can make your BounceBack

www.hilton.com/bounceback
or call your peofessional travel
gent, 1-800-HILTONS, or one of
the Detroit srea Hittons listed. '
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‘some of the preparations: the 25.
|!argsst industrial polluters were:

Famous landmark: A 50th anniversary sign adoms the
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front of the Temple of Heaven, Beijing.

Although we had no trouble get-
ting a taxi back to our hotel —
red-painted taxis are abundant —
that didn't mean a whole lot,
since no one in the sea of cars,
bikes and pedestrian traffic
could move more than a few feet
at a time.

Talk about a slow boat to
China! The diesel fumes from the
buses all sround us didn't help
the situation,

Still, you couldn’t help but be
caugh: up in the excitement -
and the hope, expressed openly
by a number of Chinese to us,
that government ropression is on
the wane,

But even if we hadn't been

" there for “Chinn ot 607 ns the

cover of Timo M 's Oct. 11

If you had been in\Buijing 15
years ago, as one member of our
tour group had, you wouldn't rec-
ognizo it. At that ‘time, she
brooght her vwn food and was
completely restricted as to where
she could travel. She had to use
tourist money as opposed to the
Chinese yuan, and people dressed
in duli-colored, Mao-style cloth-
ing.

Shangri-La ;. |

By contrast, we stayed in a
world closs hotel {the Shangri-
La) where both Western and Chi-
nese food was available (an Ital.
ian restaurant was one of the
chofees!).

Although our todr was led by o
ide; we wandered

have both captivated and per-
plexed us.

issue headlined, Beijing would .

325 ARTISANS
WITH OVER 37

ut will through the sticets when-

ever we had free timd. And both

our yuan.and dollars were not
t

We are looking for stories
and picturos lhqnt people
who vel, :

Have you been’ ta ‘any {ar-
Away places?

Been to'places a dnfn drive
froim southeastern Michigan?

Hed any_ funny, | unu-unl or
“adventis travel experi-
ences? :

Gone on any notable cruia-
s or group tours?

If 80, tell us nbout it by con-
tacting arts and entertain-
mont editor Koely Wygonik
by phone at (734) 963-2105;
by fax at (734) 591-7279 or by
e-mail at kwygonik@. oe.
homecomm. net

. foir colf
| (248} 380-7003

only accepted, but solicited by
often over-zenlous souvenir sell-

ers.

We saw only n handful of old
people wearing the Mao uniform,
Women bicyele to work in high
heels and bright blouses; men
wenr sport shirts and slacks, if
not jackets.

Contrasts

‘Towering high rises and gaudy
neon signs are juxtaposed against
dimiy lit, dilapidated, nonde-
script apartment houses and the
walled, old city neighborhoods,

own as hutonga.

Even within the lnst several
years, the cityscape has changed.
Our tour manager, Richard Neale
from Now Zealand, continually
snid: “That's new, it wasn't here
last year,” And Alice, our loenl
tour guide, continually pointed
out: “That opened last month ...
that opened last week ... that
opened yesterday.”

Next week: Part 2, The Great
Wall, Forbidden City, and
other wonders of mainland
China.

Judith Doner Berne, o West

‘Bloomfield resident, is a former

managing editor and current
columnist for the Obscroer &
Eccentric Newspapers. You can
reach her at (734) 953-1997 or by
e-mail at jberne@att.net.

FRIDAY - SUNDAY 10-6
Craft Demonstrations
Entcnummenl
ialty Food
1 Indoors
ﬁcls please
trollers not recommended
Dady Admission $6
Under 12 FREE
PARKING FREE
COMPLIMENTS OF
| SUGARLOAF

DIRECTIONS: Located
on [-96 northwest of
Detroit at Exit 162. Go
south on Novi Road.

Turn ngn onto Expo

Center Drive.
Dw

CATEGORIES OF FINE ART &
CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS...
EOM & silver jewelry * leather
andbags & briefcases » silk &
hand woven clothing » cusmm
hardwood furniture * cla
porcclam pottery * blown g ass
vases & ead sm]g ass panels .
metal tures * fine art
onglnals & prmr * wildlife &
scenic ph otogradp y * forged
accessories * and much morel
Visit qur Specialty Foods section -
includin; slﬁsns, z'lne ars, garlic,
asta, brea soup 1p mixes,
Breads, old fashioned candy and
more!
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ORTIC TSR AT CRAFTS
DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPONS
www.aaftsonkine.com AVAILABLE AT FARMER JACK,

FROM www.sugartoafcrafis.com,

OR w1 800/210-9900
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SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS INC.
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