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FALL BACK
This I a romindor *
to ant your clock
back ono hour.

TUESDAY

Vote: Today is election
day. Polls for Farmington
and Farmington Hills
voters open at 7 a.m. Both
communities have candi-
a';ztes and ballot propos-
als,

Meeting: The Farmington
Board of Education will
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the
Lewis Schulman Admin-
istrative Center, 32500
Shiawassee.

Warren
man heads
to prison

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
SYAYY Warrex
loconnor@oc.bomecomm.net

A man who stabbed his ex-lover in excess
of 40 times left the victim's family mem-

bora with more
As ex

ring questions,

derer to life in prison Thursdny.

A jury fnund Jnmen F. Summerville of
firat-degree murdor in the
atabbing duut-b of Ellis, 32, in the victim's

Warren guilty
n Hills apartment May 1998.

In addition to life without parole, Judge
Barry Howard sentenced Summerville to
one to two yeara for stealing the victim's
sport utility vehicle and one to four yenm

for using Ellia’ credit carda.

At his aontencing, Summerville npola-
gized and said he hoped to live long onough

to see justice served.

*I don't know what he meant by that”
anid Keith Hicks, Ellis’ brother, who
attended the sentencing with his younger

brother, aunt and cousin.

T Tioase soo SANTERE, A8
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, an Oakland County Circuit
Court judge wnun:cd Mikhail Ellis’ mur-

+ +  Farmington and F:\rmington Hills precihct maps. AS

Expense
reports
show
variety
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reports are in for ing-
ton Hills candidates.

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAYF WRITER
locannor@oe.homecomm.net

In Farmington Hills, the mother's
milk of politica is far from homoge-
nized,

Moyoral and city council candidates
tapped n wide variety of sources to pay
for their respective campaigns, accord-
ing pre-election statements filed. .

Candidates  who
oxpect to spend more
than $1,000 had to file
campaign finance
reports with Oakland
County Election Divi-
sion by the Oct. 22 pre-
election deadline,

Four of the five city council hopsfuls
filed statementa.

Ron Oliverio turned hia in Thursday,
four businesa days after the deadiine,
Ho is subject to a $100 fine, a county
election clerk snid.

Paul Molin asked for s waiver, stat-
ing he doesn’t intend to apend more
than $1,000.

Mnyoral hopefuls Nancy Bates and
George Sarkisian are further apart in
mvney raised than they are on haueu.

Mayor Pro-Tem Bates haa
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Aldo Vagnozzi. Sta,

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAYP WRITER )

ot

throe times the money of her upponenh

“I will not spend one dollar more

than the position pays,” S8arkisian said,

The mayor roceives a $2,700 salary -

annually, though n charter amendment
on tho Nov. 2 ballot would increase
that to $7,600 if approved by voters,

Since Feh, 18, Friends of Nancy
Bates raised $6,216 and spent $4,361
8o far.

The Committee to Elect George Sark-
{aian received $270 in dircct contribu-
tions but the candidate has apent

lense see ; y AT

How do you say thanks- to the
clt)fa I‘n'uv. directly-clected mayarZ.. .

f you're Farmington Hills resi-
dent Annabelle Gable, you present
the oft-quoted elected official with a
brown bag full of his newspaper clip-
pings.

Gable has become a council watch-
er during Aldo Vagnozzi's four-year
term as mayor.

“He'a done a fine job of running
the city,” Gable said,

Hills stafT joined Farmington city

Mayor Aldo Vagnozz|

Missing you: Farmington Hills City Clerk Kathy Dornan wishes the best to outgoing Mayor
f)’S elected officials and friends gathered Friday to say goodbye.

Thanks, bye and take care

R i you're Farmington
Hills vesident Annabelle
Gable, you present the
oft-quoted elected official
with a brown bag full-of -
his newspaper clippings.

. officials, residents and other weli-
wishers in honoring Vagnozzi, whose
term of mayor ends once the Tuca-

‘and his staff presented Vagnozzi

STAFY PUOTO 8Y BILL. BRDXLIR

Hills City Manager Stove Brock

with a bonsai tree with an engraved
tributo.

That prompted Farmington City
Council member Bill Hartsock to say
he'd like to give the mayor a solid
onk tree,

“It would be a short onk nonethe-
less,” Hartsock added referring to
Vagnozzi's diminutive size.

Vagnozzi, who is adept at giving
out zingers, could only laugh.

Hartsock like others cited

day's election results are valid

Please see ALDO, A7

Residents report seeing black panther

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER
loconnor@oc.homecomnu.net

On foot and by air, authorities tried
to track down a black panther after two
residenty roported sceing the sleek
predator Thursday.

Around 6:30 p.m. a Woodhill Street
residunt reported seeing the large cat
walking north inte a wooded area in
the southwest area of the city. A second
coller told Farmington Hills police he
saw n panther near Founders Park.

Hilla police joined a Channel 2 news
crew to search the area'in n helicopter,
using an infra-red light.

Officers also canvassed the woods on
foot,

“Animals were spotted like horses,
but there were no large cats reported,”
said Assistant Chief Marty Bledsoe,

The department also checked with a
Michigan Humane Socioty naturalist
and other cities for aimilar reports, but
there have been none so far, Bledaoe
snid,

d Almost:
Great
Harvest
is

} expect-
ed to
open on
Thurs-

Stary PROTO iy B{LL BrisLxy

‘Great Harvest

BY TIM BMITH
BTAYY WRITXR
tamith@oe.homecomm.net

Great Harvest Bread Co., the lat-
est entry to the downtown Farming-
ton bread wars, is scheduled to offi-
cially open with a ribhon-cutting
eemmnny 10 am. "l'nundny.

Thursday’s a big day

ington Centor store will open on
aschedule — even though anyone
peeking inside Jate last week might
think athenwise.

“Wo aro positive,” Wolfe anid. “We
are going to bo open on Thursday
the 4th with a ribbon cutting at 10
o'clock.”

And, Jen- Farmington Mayor Mary Bush,
I" -
nifer Walfo, the n Farm Fioase soe FARVERT, A7

“Is it possible there could be a pan.
ther? Yes. Is it probable? Probably not,”
Bledaoe said.

Police remain on alert but urge resi-
dents to remain calm, Bledsoe said.

Two months ago, naturalist Joe
Derek said he checked out two sight-
inga, one at Drake and 11 Mile dnd the
other at the entrance of Oakland Com-
munity College.

A state bill would make owning an
exotic pet such as a panther, cougar or
python illegal.

“If that comea to be, some of these
people who owns these animals will be
trying to unload them in wild arens,”
Dercek said. “First you had pythons and
now this.”

In the past six wecks, police caught
two pythons ronming loose in the Hills.

Panther sightings are not unique in
Farmington Hills. In 1987, a resident
in the 13 Mile-Haggerty aren reported
seeing u three-foot long, 50-pound cat
with a smaoth black coat in his back
yard,

City voters get choice
for first tzme in 6 years

BY TiM SMITH
SBTAFF WRITER
tamith@oo.homecamm.net

Farmington residents Tuesday have
to make a council choice for the firat
time in six years when they elect three
of four candidates,

Incumbents William Hartsock,
JoAnne McShane and Jamea Mllchull

housckeeping purposes, according to
Frank Lauhoff, city mannger. The
requirement that the council hold a
regular meeting at 8 p.m. on the Mon-
day following each regular city ¢lection
would be eliminated.

Lauhoff snid the requirement dates
back to when city elections took place

in the spring.
a Far City Clerk

are vying againat
Dibert. The top two vule-gcucrs will
earn four-yenr terms; the third-place
finisher reccives two yeara on council.

Also to be decided nre three charter
amendments.

Charter Amendment 1, i approved,
would raite the annual salary of the
mayor and council members from $900
to $1,800. It would be the first incrense
since 1870

Charter Amendment 2, if approved,
would change the residency require-
ment for those interested in serving on
city boards and commissions, Candi-
dates now must live in Farmington for
three years to be eligible. The amend-
ment wounld drop that down to one
year, City officials maintain that the
change would incrcase the pool of
applicants for the varioua positions.

Patsy Cantrell Inte last weck, it is too
curly and too difficult to prediet
whethoer more people will come out
Tuesday to decide the council race and
trio of nmendments than in 1997, the
Tast yeur that local decisions were the
only ancs fucing voters.

There are 7,762 registered voters, As

of Thursday, 228 people had applicd for
abscntee ballots. In 1997, there were
117 AV votes cast, out of the total 676
votes, .
“1t's #o hard (to predict),” Cantrell
snid, nbout the larger number of AV
requests to date. "It might just mean a
lot of people are out of town.”

Cantrell said election-related activity
nt city hall “seoma to be pretty much as
usual, I haven't noted anything too dif-
ferent from recent city elections.”

The third charter is for

Floase see VOTE, A7



