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CAPITOL CAPSULES

GERETIC SCRECNING
It's no longer scienco fiction ~
medical scionce can determine
the Hkelihood that an individual
will fall victim to one of about
4,000 differont diseases through
genetic testing,

And health insurance compa-
nies in Michigan have already
begun the practice of screening

ing, according to atate Sen. John
Schwarz, R, Battle Creck.
 “Don't let them kid you,” he
sald, “thoy ore already doing it.”
But the practice will have to
end under legislation, an cight

customera based*on genctic test~ |

“What ia the definition of
insurance - it's share risk,” he

soid.

The bills would prohibit genet-
ic testing for insurance, require
destruction rocords of genelic
testa, and insure the privacy of
genetic tests. .

All locel senatora votad in
fabor thobills.

Only Sen. Alma Wheelor
* Smith, D-Ann Arbor, objocted.

While voting for the bills, she
said eho folt they did not go far
onough, -

“It is my concern that this

backd h, rather than

bill package led by Senate Bill
818, sponsored by Schwarz and
approved by the senate Wednes-
day, Qct. 27, in a 37-0 vote.

Schwarz bolicves the testing
would make it impossible for
soma, with genes that make
them ible to certain dig-
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caaes, to get insurance.

If insurers argue testing would
gave money by weeding out those
likely to filo costly claims,
Schwarz ia unsympathetic.

t

son, in sponsoring legislation
that would earmark 4b percent
of state tax money from Dotroit
casinos to a stato fund intonded
to help and support local school
building bend issucs,

Although 2ll state tax money
from the threo now casinos is
already reserved for education,
Bogardus' bill would apecifically
aet 46 porcent nside for support
of local bond issues. Under casi-
no oversight lnwe, 8.1 percont of
casinos’ “nat win" would bo
deposited in the stato schoot aid
fund for KK-12 education.

1t is anticipated that once l{l

i t caoi-

going through the p
umbrella protection offered by
the Elliot-Larsen Civil Righta
Act, does indeed limit the protec-
tions available for all of Michi-
gan citizens,” said,

Smith and Seon. Dianne
Byrum, D-Onodaga, earlier pro-
posed prohibitions to gonotic
testing under the civil rights
acts, which the senato did not
neeept.

BCHOOL BUILDING NEGLECT

v Many . echosl buildings in
Michigan have been neglected in
the past few years, and now one
Inwmaker ia looking for ways the
state goverumant can holp
improve or replace those facili-
ties.

Rep. Rose Bogardus, D-Davi-

ench 1
no in Datroit will dopesit $26.4
million into the school aid fund
each year,

Earmarked in the school aid
fund, the money would then be
used for matching grants for
school districts which undertake
capital improvement programe

. or install now technology. If vot-

era accopt bond issues as the bal-
lot box, and Jevy 7 mills, the
fund would pssist in repoyment
of bonds, Bogardus explained.

She said state assistance
would bo available for major cap-
ital improvement projecta at
existing achools, new construc-
tion and inatallation of comput-
era and technology.

Food Bank hosts ceremony

Tho Fond Bank of Oukland
County, one of 189 Second Har-
vest National Food Banks, loeat-
ed in Pontiac, Michigan, and
serving all of Onkland County, is
honored to invite all major
donors, the board, the man who

conceived the idea (John Cur-
rell); neighbering food bank,
Gleaners Community Food
Bank; und the press to a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at 120 E.
Columbia, Friday, Nov. 19, at 8
am.
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