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Expelled? Students shouldn’t seek }

admission in Livonia Public Schools:

Livonia Public Schools has a
or stud led

from another school district: If

H The new pollcy language spotiights a new phe-
nomenon. More and more students and thelr par-

onts are school

because more and more

shopping
districts expel students for misbehavior.

you committed an offense that
would also get you kicked out of
Livonia, thon don't seak admis-
sion to Livonia schools.

The door most likely will be
closed here, too.

“This gives ua the option not to
take s kid expelled by another
district,” said Superintendent
Ken Watson in explaining why
the new expulsion rules must be
inserted into the district's atu-
dent discipline policy, now cur-
rently being updated.

“If we review the facts and find
that the behavior would have led
to expulsion in our district, then
we have grounds for going
through the expulsion process
egain.”

The new policy language spot-
lights & new phenomenon. More
and more students and their par.
ents are school shopping because
more and more districta expel
students for misbehavior,

“There’s a whole group out
there diatrict shopping because
we have more expulsions than in
the paat,” Watson said.

In fact, said special education
director Robert Dietiker in jest,
the sheer number of expelled
students could provide a busi-
ness opportunity for some
entreprencur, sort of an “acade-
my for expelled kida,”

The phenomenon took root in
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Farmington Hills Parks
and Recreation Commission
Visitors Center, Heritage Park
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9
M A new cultural arts coordi.
nator will be introduced
W Director’s report on: update
on Eleven Pines, restoration of
stable at Heritage Park, holiday
tree lighting ceremony on Nov.
23, Foundera Festival schedul

1895, when Michigan's new get.
tough law on students who bring
weapons to achool first took
offect.

Under the law, students, cven
kindergartners, muat be expelled
for bringing any of the following
to echool: daggers, stilettos,
knives with a blade over three
inches in length, pocket knives
that. open by a mechanical
dovice, iron bars, brass knuckles,
starter guns, fircarms, bombs,
grenades, rockets with a propel-
Jant of more than four ounces,
and mines.

The now law set different
expulsion times for younger and
older studenta,

Students in grades K-5 gat
expelled for at least 90 dnys and
can appeal their expulsion after
60 days.

Students in grades 6-12 get
expelled for at least 180 days, or
the entire school year, and can
appeal their expulsion after 150
days.

Mandatory expulsion gives
administrators very little discre-
tion in ideri

For example, on Sept. 23, a
ninth grader from Clarenceville
High School became one of the
latest aroa students kicked out
of school for a year. He brought o
knife to school.

Year-long expulsions like this

leave parents with a monumen- .

tal problem.

“Because of the weapons viola-
tion, he is expelled from all
Michigan public schools unlesas
he is in a special ed program,”
said Superintendent Tom Tat-

The law is clear for weapons
violations. But students who get
expolled for other types of mia-
conduct can try to get admitted
to another school district, rather
than miss months of schoal.

This is where Livonia’s new

i duct prior to il 3
policy kicks in. It covers two
arcas:

@ Misconduct committed out-
side schoo! hours and/or off
school property when the stu-
dent was enrolled elsewhcre,

W Misconduct committed while
the d was enrolled in

circumatances,

another district,

SCHOOL NEW:

If Livonia schools suspends or
expels itef own students because
of this type of misconduct, theo
the same penalty would apply to
any student seeking admiasiod
to Livonia schools, the new polis
cy states,

This student, if admitted,
would go through the same
expulsion process as a Livonia
student. That includes a hearing
and ruling by the Livonia Board
of Education. :

‘The policy gets around cne tao-
tic used by parents of suspended
students. They move to a new
district and enroli their child. -

An expulsion question appears
on the student registration card.”

“If they check yes, we'll know,”
Watson said. “If they check no
and give false information, then
that's reason to deny registra:
tion.” '

The new wording is Livonia’s
attempt “to fix a hole” in its poli-
cy, said John Kuenzel, director of
secondary instruction. .

“We won't have to take these
kids in, even if they change their
address.” .

The new policy would not
apply to specinl education stu;
dents, Watson eaid. “We have &
legal obligation to provide educas
tion to special education kids.”

North Oaks Pediatrics Opens in Novi

' S5

_ (248) 380-9900

are

Cheryl Klebba Gannon M.D., FAAP.
&

Susan J. Laurent, M.D., FAAA.P.
) ito +

the of

their new pediatric pm:h:e
North Oaks Pediatrics
located at N

42450 Twelve Mile Road, Suite 105 -
Novi, Michigan 48377 N

Wiliss

Bread Co°

DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON

" CENTER

23336 Farmington Road

. 248-476-4204

"Your neighborhood bread store.”

OPENING
SATURDAY
NoV.b6

| COME SEE US!

I Bring in this ad
I and get a loaf of

|
|
|
FREE !
HONEY WHOLE |
WHEAT

|
with any other i
bread purchase. |

|

(One coupor: per visit per customer. Thanksl)
Expires 1/30/00
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