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‘After school

Rt

Program called ‘godsend’

" for parents, kids

BY, mc MNALSTEWAKI
MM—M

ln;gino belnx 13 years old

and coming horme to an cmpty
hamee after achool with no one to

talk to and nothing to do.
it happena nvery day across
t necessarily in

Astarica, bu not
Parmmn and quminmn

#We have nlwnyu struggled
with child care,” said Farming-
ton resident’ Sye Oleson, a
speech pathologist with the
Honeh s

-Sue and ber huaba.nd Chudo,
previously used car pools and o
weman who provided doy care
when their children Kristen, 18,
and Stepben, 18, were younger.

*Kristen would coma howe, do
ber homework and practice her
violin,” Oleson said.

But that wasp't Stephen, who
walks to school in the morning.
*He felt reatly uncomfortable
coming home to an empty
house,” Oleson

With no car pool -veuhble, the
Olosops had a problem. That's
whan the Youth and Family Pro-
gram entered thé picture.

“It’s cool. I dbn’t have to go
bome and just sit around.f

i::phon

This is
Stephen’s
third and
last year in
the pro-
gram that
gives kids

sgcialize,
get their
homownrk done or just have
80me [ un,

Kids hnv. the choice of attend-
ing four centers, one jn each
quadrant of the community:
Farmington Hille Ice Arena,
Willia Coatick Cenmr, YMCA

vide transportation to kide from
their schools and b the

hand, Swphen and his buddies
play poal, video games, wark on
computers and akato. Aud if the
kida want, they can do their
homework.
Without dzo am, Stephen
figures ba would just come
be bored for a couple

Jrogrnm is frce.
“thn I called to inquire and
askod how do we pay for this, I
m tald there is no coat,” Oleson

The program is designed and
targeted for middle echool chil-
dren, who are considered to be a
*“high trouble age,” said Todd
Lipa, director of the Youth and
Family Program.

The program accommodates
150-350 children daily. “It gives
parents o cheace to kaow that
their child heve a safe,

centers.

“You can go anywhere,”
Stephen said. *I like the jce
arena best. Moat of the peo-
ple who [ ﬂmmga wPowar

healthy place to go to that's well-
superviged,” Lipa said.

‘The four centers also give kids
some voriety and flexibility, as
well as o ce to have fun

But on
oes to the Coatick Conter i nnd

ticipate in an aerobic-like activi-
tyandwelgmhﬁmg
At the ice arens, on the other

|we
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ialire. And there's help avail-
able from the grown ups at the
centers to help with homewaork,
Lipa said.

‘The afterschool program was
bora from the creation of a com-
mission in 1984-96 that studiod
the necds of familios and youths
in the area. The comnuuion
received a grant through the
Juvenile Justice Dopartment for
$349,000 for each of three yesrs,

When the grant ran out in
June 1999, other sources of

me Now

aside for the program for 10
yoars, plus about 526 000 fro;
the city of Farmington and

. another $125,000 in proceeds

from the annuel Cornucopia Ball
for the afterschool program,
under the guise of the Farming-
ton Hilla Arcn Youdx and Family
Services, Li]

*We're ﬁndmg t.hnt kids tell us
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Thenkful: Sue Oleson and her son, Steve, are huppy with the after school program
that allows Steve to meet with friends and participate in activities in a supervised

setting.

3 ‘it’s good for us. It rexily has met our needs. |
fos) fortunate to be part of this community. |
slways know be’s in a good place being super-

vised.

Sue Oleson

—Parent

have this amount of money.
What do you guys want?

Oleson .

*§ think Todd has done & won-
derful job of putting together
this program. He makes it child
centered. The kids generate the

it's the safe place to go,” Lipa
continved, “They can maoke

cavironment.
‘The program also fills a vold,

" She also can g0 to work with-
out warrying what Stephen does
after school or of bhim stoying

choices that are better than Stephen suid, Fommrly involved home alone.
some they could make some- in sports,'middle school brought  *I¢’s good for us. [t really has
where clse.” more homework, leaving him  met our needs. I feel fortunate to
Stephen wou.ldn t disagree, nor  without time for organizod 8ctiv-  be part of this commupity. I
would his paren o itles. . . always know he's in & good place
I love it. It 58 g to  ‘The program gives & heing supervised,” Oleson said.
know Stephen is some place safe chance o zeet gther kids, as *It fosters independence and pro-

and haviog an covironment to
gung out xn with his buddies,”
Whﬂz Sbephen walks to Power
Middle School, most of his cloae
buddies Live too far for another
walk. That's why the afterachool
program is iwportant to
Stephen. It's a ce to be with
his friends in a fun and safe
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well as adults ~ counselors, who
also are role models. “The coun-
selors are a big part of why I go.
They are & lot of fun,” he said
adwiringly a8 he recalled the
raater of counselors jn the pro-

Eraum.

Stephen also gives kudos ko
Lipa and bow he involves the
kids jn the planning of the pro-

gram.

“He includes us, You get to
choose whether you want anoth-
er computer. We are told, ‘we

vides a safe enyironment to
socialize. Childrep don’t have
that anymore. Neighborhoods
aren't close-knit groupa Jike they .
used to be.

“We hope this program contin.
ves for other families.”

For tickets or more information
on the Cornucopia Ball, which is
scheduled for Fridaey, Nov. 12, at
rhc Gkn Qaks Country Club in

Hills, call Si

Lu:hlman 2{8 866-6642.
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For HEALTH STUDIES
517) 349-5505
800) 682-6663

Rober? J. Blelski, M.D.
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ington Hills Inn
Established in 1980

If someone you love is
in need of extra loving
assistance, but not a nursing liome,
that's when you should consider
the comfore of Personal Care
at the Farmington Hills Inn.
PERSONAL CARE IS HOIEAI’NIDMM YOUTHINK
+Special programs available for seniors with limited income
»24-hour staffing with personal assistance
#Nurses on staff
il‘bxumuls d's!.r’:gonmm tic diets,
u c
per )’.M leundry apeul
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*Fuli calendar of uctivities on-site and group trips -
*Bladder incontinence program

+Short term stays welcomed
'Enhlnml(hum available for changing needs
induding memory impairment.

Farmmﬁton Hills inn
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