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It’s all-Birmingham final: Rlce-Groves

BY MARTY BUDNER
RTAFY Warra

What a perfect way to end the
millennjuml

Birmingham Brother Rice
against a Birmingham Public
Schools team in a foothal) playoff
game, [t doesn't get any better.

The last time this situstion
gecurred was 1993 when Birm-
ingham Seaholm upset Brother
Rice, 14-13, in a thrilling playoff
encounter, It sti)) stands as one
of Beaholm's moat vivid victoriea,

This year it's Groves' turn to
challenge the Warriors,

The Division I District final is
eet for 1 p.m. Saturday at Sea-
holm High School.

“You know, the last time we
played a Birmingham school it

A
[_] FOOTBALL
was Seaholm and they beat us in
a first-round game,” said Rice
coach Al Fracassa. *I don't know
what it is. Everybody we play
treats us like §t's @ big

*“Everybody wants to out-da
Brother Rice, which is good, If
they do that, thnn its Cnthzr
in their cap. We know we're
going to have a battle on our
hands, but wa've had 10 battlss
aiready this year,

Groves coach Jim MacDo
knows the Falcons will be
doga, he's certain his program
has risen to & competitive level
no matter who the opponent.

“Just o fow years ago we could-

O’'Meara;.......c:

n't hays fathomed this could
have happened,” MacDougall
#aid. *I've been excited about
gemes befors, hut this is one |
reslly am excited sbout. it will
show us whare our pi is,

“I'm certain we're under-
dogs, but I don’t think the kids
will go into it with any fear or
trepidation. I know the kids
helieve we can win it, and that's
kind of exciting.

"Wa'rs a dacent football tesm
end thisis to be fun.”

Groves (9-1) & achoo) mark
for wins set back in 1978 when
Bill Ranking’ squad finished 80
in the regular season. The Fal-
cons earned their first playoff
berth that fall, losing l firat-

round game to Rice, 21-7, That

LR

was the last them,

The Falcons thrive on so
aggreasive ground gams that-
foatures talented tandem of
Ron Ramirez and Dorian Sutton:

Each has rushad for mors thas -
700 yards, and thorn combioed
for 28 touchdowna. Button is the
power back while B-mlru i- ’
more the slasher t;

8 32.4 per game
the Falcons have not passed
much. B
Benjor guarterback Lewis -
Beott is a talented runner and is -
s formidable threat to bresk s
big play. However, he's complet-
ed only 28 of G8 pass lunmpu
al) season.
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play, and he was the
1end(ng mckler in the county
during the regular season.

Now here the Falcons are in
-the playoffs, and he can't play.
Seeing No. 31 standing on the
sideline, I think he was no doubt
hurting inside and probably feel-
ing a little left out.

Afterward, during the team
talk, Bechtel looked over to the
periphery of the huge huddle to
where Crittenden was standing
and said, “This one was for you,
too, Rory.”

Crittenden went through the
ﬁregnme warm-up end could

ave played if needed, according
to Bechtel. But things went so
well from the start for Farming-
ton that Bechtel said he decided
not rink further injury since
Crittenden was not 100 percent.

“He's a pretty quiet kid, even
when he's playing,” Bechte! said.
“He's very intense and he loves
to play. Qur kids to look to him,

“I told the kids before the
game ‘We need another dny; we
want to play another game,
because we want to give Dustin
a chance; we want to give Rory a
chanea”
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The reason the Falcons could
afford to keep Crittenden out of
the game was that junior Bcott
Cave played so well in his place.
It's yet another example of the
qunluy depth on the Farmington

’I{M an awfully good football

* player, and he handled that posi-

tion very well,” Bechte)] said. "As
good as Rory js, we probably
have as much dapth at that posi-
tion, becausa Scott Cave is back.
ing him up Ha’l going to be onn

“But we hadn't blitzed at all.
He and Rory read keys so well,
and they’re in the backfield so
fast. Beott Cave is the same way.
They not only hit you, but they
can move, too.”

Benlor running back-defensive
tackle Scott Ryun, who
returned for the Lakeland game
in Week 8, was back in action
against Novi, as was senior
guard-tackle Jenkins Ebiware,
who gives the Palcons more
depth, size and quickness on the

of the bes s we've
ever had by the time he gradu-
ates,

That's saying a lot since the
Faleons have some other good
ones this year besides Critten-
den. I'd be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion senjor Matt Webb, the other
ineide Jinebacker, and senior
outside linebackers Brian Brina-
den and Ben Lukas,

“Webb is just 8o, so quick; it's
amazing,” Bechtel said, “The
(Livonja) Stevenson coach was
saying they couldn’t handle our
blitzing linebackers,

Jine at 6-11 and 234.

Plus, sepior two-way end
Justin Milue has played regular-
ly during the key atretch run
and after a nagging foot injury
caused him to miss a chunk of
the regular season.

8¢ let's hope it's all coming
together at the right time for the
Falcons,

No offense was intended
The Farmington High School
varaity cheerleaders were upset
about what Observer reporter
Rich Shook wrote in his Garden
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City-Wyandotte football nory
that ran jn unday paper, .

Bhook threw in a few closing .
lines and meant it all i good fugn |
when he wrote the Garden City :
cheerleaders are in better condi-
tion since they do & push-up for .
every point their team ncores, .

‘f'wo of Parmington choer—
leaders were nearly irate when '
thay called here to express duu'
outrage, Fortunately for yours : H
truly, they left their Fesponses .
on voice mail.

They wanted it known lha-
Farmington cheerleaders also do :
a push-up for every point scored .
and are just as well<onditioned |
En their counterparta at Garden *

ity. .
Bo we duly acknowledge that
here and would add no offense !
was intended, But, if that was |
the result, then by ell means the ;
Ohserver sports staff apologizos :
o you. .

Now let's have a big cheer for .
the cheerleaders, too. And you |
have a good game Friday as weﬂ g
ladies,
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