'

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1999

Eagles edge Falcons to win title, score points for Mega

v Brave KowaLa
T
walski@ochomecomm.net

: Redford Thurston senior for-
ward Shawn Preanell counts on
footapoed to beat oppononts but
in Saturday’s Division II district
championship game at Farming.
ton it was quick thinking whlr:h
helped the Eaglea post a 1.0 win
ovor the hoat Falcons, .
" Prosncll headed in a croas
from toammate Tim Moxie for
‘the game's only goal after o
georeless first half,

+.The district championship was
the first in conch Jeff Neschich's
three years as coach. Tho Eagles
played Hostings in o regional
nmmnnl on Wednesday at

Eaton Rapida,

Pn:anell‘s 17th goal of the sen-
son came in the slot where he
accepted a cross from Moxie.

*Tim pointed where to go; I
went there; ho put it right on my
head, and I put it in,” Presnell
said. “Tim'a a groat ballhandler;
T'vo got speed, and we do it.”

Thurston sophomore goalkeop-
er Jim Grenan recorded his 10th
shutout, surviving an early scare
from the Falcons.

Farmington threatened to go
up 1-0 in the first minute, but a
header by Nate Moyer off a cross
from Karl Lopata hit the cross-
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bar after going past Grenan.
Seniora Sean Murphy, Jon
Kambouris, Justin G ki,

Aaron Muncey and Jeff Freder-
ick played thelr final high school
games for the Falcons, who fin-
iuhod 13 overall.

Matt K i

ll:n ing game going. We did
nnt ve the composure we usu-
ally have,”
Thurston scored what looked
like en insurance goal by Chris
guez with 8:48 to play, but
the referees walved it off after
rulin dri kicked the hall

Lho Falcons’ leading scorer with
nine goals, played despite a sore
ankle. Farmington coach Luke
Juncaj wasn't sure Konopinski
would have boen effective play-
ing ot 100 percent as woll aa
Thursten pleyed defensivoly.
“Thurston was pretty aggres-
sjve and played protty hard,”

Juneaj said. “They put a lot of .

pressure on our midfieldors and
forwards, and wo couldn’t get

out of the Farmington gonlkeap-

er’s hands,

That the win came over a team
from one of the top soccor
leagues in tho state, the Western
Laken Activitics Associntion,
mado the championship that
much ewecter for Thuraton,

Neschich said the Eagles don't
got much respect in their league,
the Mega Conferenco, lot alone
outside of it. Thurston finished

aecond in the White Division,
which is consldered second in
terms of atrength after the Red.

Presnell and Moxie, who has
18 goals, aren't all the Eagles
have going for them, acco:

“I've aot some boys who can
play,” said Neschich, whose team
is 16-2-1 with its losses to White
Division cheu::slon Garden City.
*I have a hard time convincing
h:nml ir our league that we can

Nn:hleh said it was a good
sign to be Jocked in a scoreless
tie at halftims since Fi gton
had tho wind at its back in the
first half,

"We went in at halftime 0.0,

and our chances were groat wlth

the wlnd at our hacks,” Neschich

said, “In fact, [ thousht wo had

better chances going against the

wind, not that they didn't have

opportunities. We dodg:d 8 bul-
in the firet minute.

lot

“ watching them ‘Wednes-
day (mlnn North Ftrmlumrl).
we knew Farmin, strength
was in tho midflald,” Neschich
said, *We hnd to slow down their
midfield from the quick transi.
tion, and we did o groat job of
doing that."

Farmington's best chance. In
the second half occurred late
when Grenan went high in the
air to stop a shot bofora the
rebound got to Matt Okopny.,

‘Brother Rice turns to its offense to beat Troy in district final

m mmn. STICKRADT

. Wlth perhaps the state's best
dnfonn. Birmingham Brother
Rico’s boys soccer toam has been
Jeaving the opposition quite
.empty handéd over tho past two
monthu
i But in the district finals on
Saturday, the Warriars needed a
arge offensive output to offset
Kn off day on the defensive end
‘th remain alive.
*Thanks to a pair of second-half
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gounls by senior forward Amer
Ghalfari, top-ranked Brother Rice
advanced to a Division I regional
game Wednesday against Troy
Athens with a 4-2 triumph over
Troy at Birmingham Seaholm,
*This wasn't one of our better
games,” Rice coach Jay Louis-
Preacott said. “But we

d seven goals throughout
their first 19 games, but quickly
fell into a 1.0 hole just 1:13 into
the game as Troy senior sweeper
Matt Rozek headed in a long
throw in from senior midfieldor
Eric Peterson on a flick that
caught Rice aophnmeru keeper
Mike Timlin off gu

But that Iond waa nhort-lived

as frequen't mintukes kept Troy*

from

“1 thlnk Brother Rice' wanted
this a little more than we did,”
Troy coach Carios Wheutluy
said, “We camo out strong, but
wo couldn't keep anything going.
And Rice capitalized on our mias-
takes. Wo had a lot of stupid,
mental mistakos,”

Rice midfielder Kevin Oakley
was credited with the firat tally
as his cross into the box was
! ked into the net by Troy's

some mistakes to come out on
.top. Troy is a good team.”
The Warriors {(16-0-4) only sur-

dect va, Btedling Heighia Batheads Chris-
A0 rogional chiamplon.) e
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RAT IS CHONMED SUNDAY

The Colts (10-8—8) wem whistled
for 21 fouls, four yellow cards
and one s0f red 5

Canton

Kevin Larkin, who waa attempt.
ing to clear the ball out of the
red zone just 3:55 into the game.

That mishap ignited Rice's
offenss, which added a goal by
Matt Holcomb in the 17th
minute and then the first of two
goals by Ghafari 1:03 into the
second half for a 3-1 lead.

“"We went down early, but it
was nico to see that we could
keep our composure and slowly
come back,” said Louis-Prescott.
“We did what we had to do in
order to win this game.

*We didn't knuw all that much
about Troy going in, except that
they played a protty tough

schedule in the OAA. But we
were able to score ot the right
times nnd capitalize on their
mistakes.”

Troy did close the gap to 3-2
with 36:43 remaining when Matt
Rose outran his defendor at the
far post and knocked the Ahat
into an open net,

But the Colts lqunndorod a
few quality acoring opportunities
down the stretch, and then Gha-
fari added a penalty kick in the
?7th minute following a take.
down in the box to jce the win,

SPECIAL PUBLIC SALE!
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Fashion Quartz Watches
THOUSANDS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Also at $10.99
Rings « Pins ¢ Gift Items

Thursday. November 4th thru Sunday, November 7th
Thurs -Sat9am -7 pm « Suncday10-4

16999 S. Laurel Park

mBEST WESTERN LAUREL PARK SUITEga

Mile at1.275 « Livonia M1 » Entrance to Hotel behind Blll Knapp's

Plymouth/Canton Health Center
5730 Ulley Rd., Ste C
{734) 981-9350

Plymotith Health Center
9398 Lilley
(734) 4590820

Farmington Hills
Middlebelt Pediatrics’
21000 Middiebelt
(248) 477-1122

Livonia

Livonia Healf

Center

20321 Farmington Rd
{248) 888-9000

Livonia

Center for Speclalty Care

19900 Haggerty Rd
{734) 462-1888

.. Mck & U-of Mdoctor In your community. Not only are they located near you at one
of our 30 community-based health centers, but they're backed by all the resources of the
University of Michigan Health System. So for the best choice in health care for you and
your family, make sure your plan includes U of M doctors. To find a U of M physician
near you, cali 1-800-211-8181. We accept a variety of health plans including BIGARE™

BNIVERSITY GF MICHIGAN

MEld Health Centers
Fool Bettor
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