Entertainment

"Jest a Sec-
ond!” Don't
miss the
Ridgedale
Players’ pre-
gentation of the
sequel to “Beau
Jest” by James
Sherman, 8
p.m. at the the-
ater; 206 W.
Long Lake
Road, Troy.
Tickets are $11
and include
coffee and
sandwich
afterglow, (248)
988-7049.

Guest conductor Carl 8t. Clair
leads the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra 8:30 p.m. at Orchestra
Hall in Detroit. Concert features
soloist Camellia Johnson, sopra-
ro, and includes two works by .

erican composer Frank Tiche-
Ui, Tickets are $19-850. Call (313)
576-6111.

SUNDAY
W

Musica Viva opens its season 3
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7, at
Kingswood Auditorium, Cran-
brook, 1221 N, Woodwa
Bloomﬁeld Hills, wntll 'Flamenco
ssion,” a show featuring Dame
Maria del Carmen Spanish
Dance Theatre with soloists, gui-
tarists, dancers and singers; the
premiere of the "Gypay Ballads”
by Garcia Lorca; and a guest
d:peamm:e by flutist Ginka
rtega. Tickets are $25, patron
lukela $50. Includes preferred
ng and private afterglow.
Ca!l (248) 861-8872, patrons call
(248) 626-6246.

" ot Tius Michigan Opera
ﬂnampruzu'g: Opem

Performances 8 p.m. Batur-
- day, 8, ar %

Nou, 12; 2 p.n. 8 , Now.

14, Tickets

(313) 837.SING, or (248) °

645-6860.

.

Clarkston Village Players
presents ‘Close Ties’

BY SUEAN B, TAUBER
stauber@oehomecomm.net

larkston Village Players is

bringing to its Depot The-

ator a play that will elicit o
range of feelings — including pos-
sible hungor pangs - from the
audience.

The play, “Close Ties,” takes
place in the kitchen of a family
matriarch’s summer home, Stage
manager Joanng Anderson of
Waterford is trying to make the
kitchen come to life juat as the
characters do.

*We're trying to sot up the
kitchen with run-
ning water and &
stove that works,”
anid director Al
Bartlett of Rochestar
Hille. “Joanne ia &
cracker jack. We
hope to have a cake
baking on stage and
wo'll have the amell

Diggs

On Stage
What: Tha Clarkston Vil
lage Players presents
*Close Tles” by Ellzabeth

Wheat 8 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, Nov. 56, Nov, 12-
13 and 18-20; 7:30 p.in.
Thursday, Nov, 11 and 18,

Othera in the cast are Michelle
Roachek and Jeff VoVillia of
Clarkston, Rikki Schwartz and
Bob Gerics of Waterford, Mary
Beth Skinner and Linda Kille-
wald of White Lake and Bill Bai-
ley of Auburn Hills. Behind-the.
scenos people include producer
Don Foster of Waterford and set
deaigner Holly Stephens, also of
Waterford,

“This is an extremely goad
g:}ay 1t's a powerful drama with a

autiful story,” Bartlett added.
“It reveals the relationships
between the people in the family
and their relationahip with
Josephine, whom
they realize is devel-
oping senility.”

Clarkston Village
Players presenta-
tions are done in the
attractive and com-
fortable Depot The-
ater, an actual for-
mer train depot. The

of bacon running Whees: Depot Theator, small holse bringa
through the theater.” 4881 White Lake Road, an intimate atmos-

But the real chal- Clarkston phere to productions
lenge to dlrecting Tieksts: $12, $10 o0 that ien’t experi-

this drama written
by Elizabeth Diggs,
he eaid, is bringing

Thursday, Coll (248) 625-
8811,

enced at large the-
aters.

Bartlott recom-

Jad

this “very ingful story to
the people” without it's appoar-
ing aa a soap opera,

*If it'a done succeasfully, the
nudience should be able to laugh,
to be touched tionally, to sce

the play for adults and

teenagers.

*If I had to rate this, I'd rate it
PG-13 plus,” he nid “There is
nothing extremely ob

Famlly connec-
tions: Photo at
left, Rikki
Schwartz (left to
right), Jan
Cable and
Michelle
Roschek
rehearse a scene
from the Clark-
ston Village
Player’s produc-
tion, “Close
Ties.” Below,
Tim Dunham
(Rev. Jerry
Dolar) shares a
moment of
humor with
Nora Bonner
(Margarette) in
*To Forgive,
Divine”

- Trinity House
injects humor’ into-
religious issues

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
‘WRITER

BTAYP
Ichom{n@os.homecomm.not

hen Thomas Malcolm Olson first

read Jack Neary’s “To Forgive,

Divine,” he knew he had a hit on
his handa.

As director of Trinity House Theatre,
Olson finds it's not always easy to come up
with a play that tackles moral issues ina

But the opening show of
the 1989.2000 season does just that.

*It's one of these plays, you just laugh out
loud,” said Olson. *I thought it was one of
the best comedics I ever read. It has heart
without being sentimental, It's about a
priest who's examining his hfe. all the sac-
rifices he's made, is it worth it.”

Tim Dunham plays Jerry Dolan, the
young priest struggling with major life

themselves and members of their
families in the characters on
stage,” added Bartlett, a life
member of Clarkston Vlllue
Players,

*“Closo Ties” is sot in the 1980s.
It centers around the matrinrch
of the family, Josaphine, played
by Jan Cable of Clarkston,
Josephine's family and a grand.
daughter's boyfriend.

h there are a couple of
lines with adult references.”

Close Ties™ opens to the public
on Friday, Nov. B,

The rest of the Clarkaton Vil-
lage Players 1899.-2000 season
includos an unannounced come-
dy in January, “A Case of Libel”
in March, “A Bad Year for Toma-
toos” in May, “Masa Appeal” in
June and an unscheduled chil-
dron's show and comedy night.

Pleasc sce HUNOR, £2
On Stage

‘Whet: Trinity House Theatre presents “To Forgive,
Divine* by Jack Noary.

‘Whes: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturdey, Nov. 58, 1213, 19
20 and 26-27; and 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7, 14, 21 and
28, Poy what you can preview performance 8 p.m.
Thutsday, Nov.

Where! 38840 w, Six Mile, between Haggerty and |-
275, Uvonia.

Tiehata: $10, $5 on Sunday, Cei (734) 4648302,

@bserver G Eccentric

In tune: Cellist Shauna Rolston’
performs traditional and con-
temporary compositions for

:cello. She is among the top cel-
lists expanding the reperto:re
for the instrument.

Flattering face
redefines
classical music
boundaries

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAY? WRITER
fprovenzano@os.bhomecomm.net

The resemblance between cellist
Shaunn Rolston and pop-country singer
diva Shania Twain might be mare than
superficial.

Besides sharing obvious physical
similarities and n defiantly glamorous
attitude, Rolston is very much like
Twain in redefining the boundarics of
her musical genre,

Rolston will perform in a concert
recital Tuesday at the Cranbrook
House. Her program includes sonatas
by Debuasy, Barber and Chopin.

But don't expect Rolston, 32, to
accompany her bow and cello by wear-
ing a plezsantly indistinguishable
monocolored gown. Or a neatly pmssed
and urbane expression.

If some think a half-century of couni;
try music traditions were tough barri-
ers to break, then consider what Rol-
ston has accomplished in rcduﬁulng

the image of a B
In Concert '

classical musi-
cian, with her whet: Collist Shauna ;
Rolston In concert,

hair-blowing-in-
the-brecze super-  presented by the Cran-
brock Music Gulld -

model looks and
easy-to-laugh Whea: 8 p.m. Tuosday,
nature. Nov. 9

“I'm not trying
to project an
image,” she said.
“I juat want to
feel as natural
and frec and
inviting to the
audience.”

While Rolaton often performs clnssi-
cal pieces considered within the atan-
dard repertoire for the cello, her relent-
less approach and zeal are anything
but atodgy traditionalism.

“1 imagine that I'm having a conver-
sation with the composer, that they're
right there with me and I can ask them
questions,” snid Rolaton.

That might not be toa far of o stretch.
Rolston is in high demand as both a
performer and an artist coveted by con-
temporary composnrd,

“It's exploring sound and gesture,”
said Rolston. “I learn a lot working
with current con aosers. I've learncd
that responding t music requires dif
ferent types of refiaxes, gestures and a
senso of drama.”

T Ploase sce BODNDARIS, £2

Where: Crantraok
House, 380 Lono Pine
Road, northwaost cor-
ner of Cranbrook Road

Tickats: $25; studerts
$15, call (810) 75157
2435 -

POPUL JUSIC '

Ready, set, go: Park set to tour, release album, star in film

A name like “Park: A Rock Band” doesn't leave
mluh %o the imagination, but the Petroit-based band

but a predictable bunch.

Don't confuse Park with the Detroit street of the
same name, or the lush, green playground that
comes to mind with any mention of the word. Just
give the band a listen.

*T like a 1ot of fire and passion,” said Chuck Bar-
tals, Park's bassist and a former Garden City resi.
dent. *We try to groove ns hard as possible at all
timee.” Perhape it’s just that explosive energy that
brought the band together in the first place,

Park's guitarist Joshua Funk (his real name,

it or not), has been playing music since he
was in grade school. He started on the pienc and
moved on to the trumpet, cello and guitar — perhaps
mt&.mmmmplbbrlmkmulidm.but

t's given him a broad base of knowledge. Funk
nlm-'l'hc Pixies, The Beatles ‘Ween as musical
hﬁm

He met keyboardist Chad Krueger in 1996 while

working as part of Second City's improvisational
comedy troupe, and they formed the band. Park waa
named for the building in which they lived, Detroit's
Park Avenue Hotel. About a year and a half ago, the
band solidified its cast of characters adding Bartels
and drummer Doug Walsh into the mix. With a regu-
lar Monday night gig at The Town Pump, on the firat
floor of the building, and by compleunz two CDa
within a three-year period, the band has worked
quickly to bulld its reputation in the Metro area.

“Musically we attempt to com-

PARK: bma‘:liff:_rn;t styles oé' mul(;

together, find new sounds,” sai
A Rock Band ' Funk, classifying the group's

music as a sort of pop-rock
Tusion. “There's a lot of improvisation, too.

*One of the things we took from Second City was
the comedic improvisation and the musical improvi.
sation, and (we're) applying it to music,” he said. *I'd
say it's a lot easier (improvising) in theater”

Park completed its firat national tour in support of
*“What I Did On My Summer Vacation,” their second

“Flease soe PRIK, B3

Homecoming: Welcome “Park: A Rock
Band” home when they perform Monday,
Nov. 8, at the Town Pump in Detroit.



