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Bocelli’s appearance, MOT’s ‘Werther’ create spectacle beyond stage -

Michigan Opera Theatre pre-
acnts “Werther” an opera starring
Andrea Bocelli, Denyce Graves,
Yulg Huang and Christopher
Schaldanbrand. Music by Jules
Magsenet. Conducted by Steven
M:E:urw. Directed by Mario Cor-
ra

Performances at 8 p.m. Satur-
day Nov. 6, and Friday, Nov. 12;
2 p.m. Nov, 14 at Detroit Opera
House, 1626 Broadway, Detroit.
Tickets $66-$260. Call (318) 287-
SING, or TicketMaster (248) 645-

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BIAYF WRITER

fprovanzano@oehomecomm.aet

Right up until he arrived on
the Detroit Opera Houee stege
sitting atop a white horse, the

anticipation uwxoundl:i
Bocelli making his North Ameri-

can opora debut had etirred a
grand spectacle, even by opera
stan

Nearly 50 critics from around
the world showed up lo down-
towa Detroit. Local media talk-
ing-heads put on dos and

opara world.

On an exceptiopally warm
night jo late QOctober, the open-
ing of “Werther,” starring the

world-famoue Italian tenor in -

the lead, had the

For a debut, Bocelli's perfor-
mance was more hype than
row fortunately, it scon
became clear that Bocelli's softly
:':oduhmd Irngtle unor whs bata

r

feel of & historic performence.
because of his wide dnter-

conducted interviews in the
opera house lobby. And the
streots outside the opern house
were filled with ‘puduutr}nnn
walking jn the brilliant light coat
by the massive towers of the
ncnrby undur-conﬂ:uct.iun Com-
erica Park,

Without a doubt, Bocelli's
debut must be considered among
tho operatic ovents of the yanr,
not just for the Michigan ﬁpera
Theatre, but in the internatio

and part]
bocause of the cbvious chql:lunx{

a palpable rooting for Bocelli to
succoed. Swooning femalea could
bo heard, and eager supporters

onlmr an Axnpuﬁqd stage or u

3 M
At times, Boulh'l volce was
overshadowed by Jules
’s music. And for & por-
trayal of an impulsive, Jove-at-
all-cost romantic caught in a
tragic tailspin of unattainable
love, Bucelli was altogether too

moent.

Of course, when it comes to
critically dissecting MOT's
“Werther” and Bocelli’s perfor-
mance it depends on how success
i defined,

ally restrained to be
believable.

While the pacing and andless
dirges of “Werther” s at times
tiresome, the performances of
mezzo-80pranc Denyce Graves
and sopmno Ying Huang provide

& stirring demonstration of the
power and subtly of a trained
vmoe and charismatic stage pres-

lee o bright jewel jn the Octo-
ber night, the prowise of
“Werther” is reflected early in
the third act as Graves and
Htang shere the lpotlizht
g:nveu vocal girth jn d:f”

‘her pain over desperate-

!y Joanz & rmap she can never
And Husog's yocal dex-

l.enly is a delightful reprieve
from the -y.ruw.mclnmhc\lp
Yot {erhlp- in the end, the

t rade atop 8 white
horu arrived for another pur-
pose. After all, MOT's “Werther”
just wasn’t about opera. There
wu. no doubt, e higher agenda.

the end, there's little to crit-

me

when considering the shoer
gute required for Bocelli to -
the role of -

Werther. And perhaps equally:
jmpressive is 1li's willing-+
ness to broaden his borizons, and -
briog along an sdoring public t6’
the melodramatic npectnr.le
Wi 88 opera.
Thus, in maoy ways, Bocelli's -
mere presence on the Detroit
pera House stage is in itself ao -
unqunliﬁed l;‘cuu, and b
t

Director David DiChiera is one
of the moat creative And persua-
aive forces in the opera world.
To think that xoore and more
peo are talking about opera
the futuu of downtown
Del.rox theater district should:
o't be i N

‘The Heidi Chronicles’ has message of honesty and hope

St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook presents “The Heidi
Chronicles,” by Wendy Waasser-
stein, 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
Nov. 4-6, at 400 Lone Pine Road,
between Cranbrook and Lahser
roadu, Bloomfleld Hills. Shuttle
gervice available from Christ
Church parking lot across from
the theater. Tickets §12, seniors
322471 nts $10, Call (248) 644-

MARY JANE DOERR
BPECIAL WRITER

Amy Lynn Smith makes such
an engaging lecturer ag profes-
sor Heidi Holland talking about
16th century womon artists in
the opening of scene of St. Dun-
stan's Theatre Guild of Cran-
brook’s “The Heidi Chronicles”
that her locturing should garner
more interest in the subject. This
ilustrated mini-couree in art
history is part of playwright
Wendy Wasserstein's Pulitzer
Prize winning theatrical view of
Americanisms since 1860.

The series of 13 scened portray
and satirize women's issues over
the last 40 years, from Miss
Crane’s bigh school dances to
radical feminine demonstrations.
Though seemmg!y a one-igsue
plny (women's rights), St. Dun.
ston’s version is a touching, more
universally conceived nostalgic
look at baby boomers, flower
childreo and the now generation
from the grassroots up.

Ag the series of episodes in
Heidi'a life are presented, Heidi
and her friends chonge their ori-
entation from idealism to politi-
cal radicalism to militant femi-
nism, and end up fully commit-
ted to '80s materialism,

Through three decades of the
story, Hoidi moves from being a
women's rights activist to carn.
ing 8 Ph.D. in art history and
becoming a world wide expert on
women artists in history. Society
and major nutional events do not
influence her even as she is
affected by the changes in soci-
oty.

In these character changes
Smith excels. She plays a Hoidi

who is compassionate, Joyal,
kind, non-vengeful, and a good
listener. Heidi is a person who
believes in her friends, even
when they are so wrapped up in
their own lives that thoy are
insensitive to her needs, Smith
reveals Heidi's hurt and pain,
Mark Nathanson directs this
play ebout women’s lib in a
straightforward manner meking
the emphuses more wxdesprend
than one of just women's issues,
The characters are normal,
everyday people portrayed in a
subtly sntlucnl manoer thnt

Chris St.einmsyar is the outra-
geous but arrogant magazine
publisher Scoop Rosenbaum, The
two of them completely overpow-
er Heidi jn the TV intorview, not

allowing her u:y opportu.mty w
‘respond to oany g

‘The bnllinnf. PMAr uses Jittle
jibs to make April’s ignorance
‘more apparent. During all of this
Watson plays an ovardone April
with an xntexyretnt.ion i nt
brings out the amusement
entire satirical scene,

Watson also plays the leshian
Frnnu\vhu bhas a chip on her

e not up.
ia quietly funny. Linde Parker
Watson plays April, o stupid TV
interviewer who reviews the
country’s social changes through
the lives of the three prominent
main characters in a 1982 televi-

sion program.
Scott MacDonald ia the gay
pediatrician Peter Petrone and

Thie adorable snippet
of American life in the 1970s
takes place o Ann Arbor. Fran is
in p women's rap group made up
of Heidi, her friend Susan
(played by Marnie H, Diehm),
Jill (played by Nicole Stacey)
and Becky (played by Jill D.

Fron is waiting for newcomer

Heidi to admit ehe is oﬂ'endbdby
Fran's sexual orientation.

that doesn't happen, Fran ver-
bally attacks Heidi.

just minor afterthoughts but
prominent mejip characters.
‘MacDonald plays the most
x.euchmg scene in dw show

Jill is an overly self:
American sweetheart Seup cake”
type who wants to be iu the fore-
front of this newest fad, women's
liberation, but doesa’t really
want to alter her comfortable
position in society. Becky is a
high schoo! student from a bro-
ken home living with a difficult
boyfriend. The scene is wittily
written and played out with o
great deal of naturalness.

All of the 13 scenes in the
show ore oriented toward major
national events - Nixon's run-
dency, John Lennon's dea
AIDS crisis, Ranganonomm nll
imeshed together with a nostalgic
revue of American pop music
played during many of the
scenes.

‘The ‘men in this show are not
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a star-spangled
musical
extravaganza!
0CT 20
THROUGH

NOV 14

1t was 1900 3nda new

Yous whole family will ches
“Bully” along with Teddy
Rogsevelt, music hall slar
Anna Held, reformer Emma
Goldman, an African-Amesian
domestic worker and 3
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Chaplin-e5que tramp n this -

the h ) Peter
and Heidi. While Lt’here is no

them these two characters,
(Smith and MecDonald) make

the friendship seemed
. “The Heidi Chronicles” is not

is a simple but profound, satiri-
cal, :ompunonlu, ensive,
hghbhelmad play ose who
like entertainment with a mes-
sage of honesty and bope.
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the Wayne Convnunity Center. In X
Crampion;

won the US, Nationa!
in Fairp Skating.

Prescnied wih the groerous support of

lle-l’lUl:E
1~ PREVIEW PERFORMANCES —~
Saturday, Nov. 20, 2:00 pm.
Saturdsy Nov 20,6:30 pam.
y. Nov. 21, 2:00 pm.
Sunda) Nov. 21, 6:30 pm.

Charles Dickens' A

) @&\ﬁﬁ i’m‘gzg

adapud and direcied by Charies Nolwe

November 20—December 26

SEATS STILL AVAILABLE FOR THESE DATES!

SPECIAL FAMIIJ’ DISCOUNTS
r~ THANKSG! I’EEKEND

Friday, Nov. u cm

Sawarday, Nov. 27, 200 p, pom.

Sunday. Nov. 28, 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, Nov 28, 6:30 p.m.

sad all performances Decembes 16-26

Meadow Brook
Theatre

Qakand Universit's

(248) 377-3300
Tickets also available at all |
Ticketmaster focations. -~
(248) 645-6660

Ww-é—

Wednesday, Dec. ), 2:00 p.m.
Thunsday, Dec 2, 8:00 p.m.
gxdny.

3, 800 p.m.
Dec.

» D,

Sund‘y Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m

Thunday, Dec. 9, lmpn.

Friday, Bec. 16, 600

Saturday, Dice. 11, 200 pn.

Sarurdey, Dec 11.6:30 pa.
2:00 p.m.

Sundsy, Dec. 12, 6:30 pm.




