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Molin (1,886} for the
thind and finsl spot for &
four-year city council

soat.
Incumbent Vicki Bar-
nett and chslienger
Brickoer finished

B 7m roally excited to be sitting on council with Barry Briciner
and Cluts McRse. | think Nancy (Sstes) will be a fine mayer. I'm
going to miss (outgoiag Mayer) Aldo (Vagnorzi) terribly.’

Vicki Barnett
-elected counciliwoman

counted, the

wasin.

Ber *  With 21 of the 28 precincts

o d 6,033 yotes for 26 percent.
54 Brick paigned togeth-
er. The incumbent was pleased to be
d Lo office.

“I'm really excited o be sitting on councl
with Barry Brickner and Chris McRae,” Bar-
nett said. “f think Nancy (Betes) will be a
fine mayor. I'm going to mix.l (outgoing

3 strong
(cm.minlheﬁqdnnktorp‘viubimm

..
Ia the Councd of I Aasacisti
debate Oct. 27, NeRae refuted Oliverio’
«leim that counci) negotiations to develop
the 11-Pines property were held behind

Aosed doors.

a0d state Senste. Barnett joked that e simi-
lar campaign tract is the recipe for success.

He siso chalienged Oliveric’s assertion  Mayor) (Vagnorzi} tesribly. Brickner, Barpett and Vagnorzi all ran
thet House Bill 4777, which city officisls con-  Brick ited|, bed a5 "“, for state n!ﬁupl:efonbeiug
tend threatens home rule, was much sdo  flashed on & computer monitor at city ball.  elected to city council. g
about pothing. He i ﬂbkwun;wd‘amp;-im.'&mttuid‘

~] tried to show during the forum thut { try
1o etay up to date on the issues,” McBae s3id,
*50 come Monday I can dive right in”

Barnett peceived 7,414 votes, which is 31
percent for her seoond four-year term. Brick-

with every new number.
n’_‘gh,l'mdmppiuodnlinhbi:,"ﬂrrid(m

As Barnett continued to roll up votes, he
said, “You can't beat Vieki. She's just too
tough. ... That i ing helps.”

" Save 10-50% off
‘everything in the store

*The tenor of this campaign was substantive
and it was issue-oriented.

“All of my opponents would've served the
city well.”

Pius, No Interest, No Payments, No Down Payment

for One Full Year!* ‘

We need to reduce our inveritory  fast to make room for new
La-Z-Boy® styles. That’s why we’re taking markdowns on every
La-Z-Boy product in all six stores during this incredible event.

Choose from hundreds of La-Z-Boy recliners, sofas, reclining

sofas, sleep sofas and much more — Hurry in for best selection!

Honest Values and Guaranteed Lowest Prices.
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Rau,Oauaholdingherson Douglas. Sue El T

nd County Health Department,
assists in the inspections. Holiday Cheuvrolet,
30250 Grand River, will host a
safety inspection 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.
Certs, technicians, including those from the
Farmington Hills Fire Department, will
inspect child carriers to make they're safe and
meet all standards. No appointment is neces-
sary. Those unable to attend may phone the
Farmington Hills Fire Department to set up a
iaue a child seat checked.

ild car seat

Results /.-

The contested race was decid-
ed by 968 of Farmington's 7,634
registered voters, an estimnted
12.6 percent, said city Clerk
Patsy Cantrell. The total
includes 235 sheentee voter bal-
lots. Three charter amendments
were also easily victarious (See
related story).

“I'm just glad it's ever and that
I'll be able to serve snother two
years,” s8id Mitehell. “That, for
me, is what it's all about.”

According to Hartsock, the
results sgain showed that Parm-
ington residents are “involved
and educated voters, ... I don’t
care if it's for & millage proposal
for the streets, or for (this). The
community is fantastic and very
knowled .

Concurring was McShane, first
elected to the council in 1989.

on who the leaders are in this
community.”

Reached at his Farmington
home y morning, Dib-
ert said he hoped his candidacy
served as a wake-up call for
council members that the city'’s
future l;jn‘t as rosy o8 is being

portrayed.

“Hey, we tried,” Dibert said.
“People obviously are content
with the way things are, We
knew it was an uphill battle (to
win), but we tried to tell people
about some of the issues.

“Either people didn't believe us
or they chose to ignore us. ... I
hope the three incumbents real-
ized what the messags was, that
there are residents in this com-
munity who are conce! >

Doing more to attract bual-
nesses is a top priority, as far as
Dibert is concerned,

“The city as a whole needa to
create an atmosphere where
(businesses) witl want to be
here,” Dibert said, “Parmington
should not be a drive-through
community but a drive-fo com-
munity.”

Public endorsement

But McShans said the election
results indicated that the public
endorses decisions being made
by the council

That includes the city’s pur-
chase of the landmark Civic g‘hﬂ-
atre ~ one decision targetad for
criticism by Dibert during his

campaign.

*It showed people's satisfaction
with what we've been doing”
McShane said. “It's obvivus that

~we work hard and that we'll

work hard long into the future.”

Even though Dibert ruffled
some feathers - particularly
Hartsock’s — with his campaign
literature, McShane said she is
“always glad to see a challenger.
He helped bring about good dis-
cussion, and that's always
important, because it raises the
{public’s) level of awareness.”

That had » marginal effect at
the polls. Although a disappoint-
ment, the voter turnout was an
improvement over 1987, the
city’s most recent local-only race.
That year, noted Caatrell, 117
absentee votes were cast cut of &
total of 676,

“My feeling is we still have to
run the campaign whether
there's (going to be) a light
turnout or a heavy turnout,” said
Mitchell, who won his third two-
year council stint, “Given that it
‘was pretty clear the ballot issues
would pass, the real issue was
four candidates running for
three positions.

“But you have to put in the
effort, and we had three great
weekends to put in our cam-
paigning.”

Where is everybody?

‘The low voter turnout was evi-
dent at Precinct 8, the Parming-
ton Training Center. Bill Helwig
cast his vote around 7 p.m. and
then chatted with precinct work-
ora such as Jan Freude until
nearly 7:20 p.m.

No ona voted after Helwig.

“I was number 77 voting (ot
Precinct 8)," said Helwig after .
leaving the center. “That’s kind
of a dismal turnout.”

Including absentee votors, just
121 of the precinct's 1,469 regis-
tered voters {less 9 percent}
helped decide tha election.

To illustrate, as the 8 p.m.
deadline to vote drew near, o
row of empty voting booths
stared Freuds and other precinct
workers in the face.

“The only time we had a crowd
waes when a couple came in,”
joked one of Freude's colleagues.

But Freude, a volunteer work-
ing her first election for the city,
said she intends to do it again,

“I think you meet a lot of inter-
esting people, and I feel when
you live in a community for a
long time, you owe it something,”
Preudo said.

Working elections, sho said, Is
worthwhile despite the lack of
activity, “The trouble Is times
have changed. There ore a lot of
two-income houachalds. People
are very busy” and sometimes
can't make it to the polls.

Bates from page AI.

rato.”
Otherwise Bates said, I wish
well.”

. Sarkisian, who recently
resigned from the city’s commis-
sion to Increase Voter Participa-
tion, rsked not to be contacted.
Instead he said he'd fax his
ion comments. He did-
n't, .
If Bates had one lament, it
was low vater turnout. Only

9,245 of tha city's 55,214 register
- volers took

part.
Hor supporters showed up at
to pass out litarature,
t Bates summonad them.

*1 called them back,” she said.
*“It was just silly to have them
outs{de in the cold with such a
fow turnout.” .

In Precinct 18 at East Middle
Bchool, only 168 of its 1,888 vot-
ers showed up by 7:30 p.m. An
slection worker blamed the
weather and lack of a substan.
;.hl money question on the bal-

ot.

“The sad thing is peopls don't
fee) city government is worth
coming out for," mald Carol
Pankas, 18th Precinet chairwom-
an, .



