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How does one mensure *The
Distance to Here?®

For York Pennsylvanin’s pride,
Live, it’s mcasured with a
healthy dose of heart and encap-
sulated in a fourth album sure to
satisfy fans and newcomers
alike. Guitnrist Chad Taylor
phoned in from the rond — Mexi-
<o City to be cxact — on Oct. 27
to'chat about the new album and
Live's world tour. The following
are hia thoughts:

Taylor on ... The road

. - *It's wondorful,” he said of
Mexico City where Live per.
formed the night before, “It's our
first trip down here, We're very
excited, We played a show last
night. It's intereating to hear
several thousand non-English
speaking people shouting lyrics
at you. It's absolute] ing™

this entire show around the
world. The aingle greatest chal.
lenge of being on the road o
keeping the energy intnct. We
lead a pretty eccentric tife...1
sleep through most of the day,
ent a little something. Go to the
gym. Try and get myself focused
for the show.” Aftorwards, the
band adds in some “late night
frolicking.” “I have to scc some-
thing in tho town I'm in. Then
we jump on the bus or airplane
to the next city. Tho energy
needs to be there,”

1‘n¥‘lor on ... “The distance
to here”

It took the band two years to
complete about 30 songs for the
new album, said Taylor. *We
weeded that down to 13. It's a
very uplifting, bright, positive
album, A 180 degree turn from
‘Secret Samadhi.’ As & band
we're in a very bright apot. 1
would sum it up as (he slightly

A slightly giddy Taylor claims he

. loves touring. Since Live will be

on tour for the next year and o
half, he better be sure.

*It takea a long time to take

Homegrown: Support your local music scene

So you say you're in a rock
band. And you want to hear your
song on the radio? Guod luck.

With so many
new bands and
musicians flood-
ing the Metro
area with sound,
it'’s hard to keep
up. But one goal
moat local musi-
cians have in
commaon is
attaining that
motnent in the
sun, Andy
Warhol's 15

minutes, that first time they
turn on the radio and hear their
own‘words, their own mugic
being broadeast across the air-
Waves.
One person who's succeeded in
* making that happen is 89 X
Radio's Kelly Brown. Brown is
well-known for her profound
support of struggling local tal-
ent. As host of “The*Homeboys
Show,” which airs 10 p.m. Sun-
day night» an the modern rock
atation, she's able to shine a
spotlight on the music so often
hidden in the dark corners of
smoky bars around Metro
Detroit.

It isn't an casy tagk. Piles of
packages and compact discs fall
“~ upon her desk dnily. It’s rome-
. times overwhelming just to keep
¢ up, she says. And [ ean certainly
i relate. But when music is your
: pasaion, you find a way to rually
: listen,

Musical roots
- Where did this dedication
: come from you may ask?
Brown, a sclf-confessed
groupie, snid she atarted out fol-
,lowing her favorite local bands
around town. One in particulnz,

pauscs) h 1 really hon-
estly think ‘The Diatance to
Here’ returns to the urgency of
{older materinl like) ‘Throwing
Copper’ and ‘Mental Jewelry™
His favorite tracks include
*They Stood Up For Love” —

Ash Can Van Gogh, was her
favorite, *T loved them. I saw
them struggle so much.” Brown
places the band, as o top reason
for ereating "The H b

e 3

which he co-wrote with singer
Ed Kowalczyk and bassist
Patrick Dahliieimer. “I think

that's the Live theme song.

:‘h:l.’l_wlut we've bsen trying to
o,

Taylor also shared a special
affinity for “Run To The Water.”
“I don't know what it is about
that song. I just find a feeling of
h;ln.ur peace. Aghh. I love them
all.

He compares the recording of
the album to a rollercoaster ride.
It atarted as n slow plocess, but
then took a turn. The rollercoast-
or headed downhill and took on a
life of its own. "It rolled 'with the
speed of gravity,” he explained.
The ride is available in stores
now: thirteen sneak-peeks inte
the sunshine of Live.

Taylor on ... Performing
“All our shows have been the
moet energetic, insane,..it's .
almost Jike a gospel experience, I
think the music elovatea people
higher and higher, it comes over
to the stage and we give it right
back. F've never felt the instant
attachment {like I have with)
The Distance to Here,' Usually it
takes an album months to aatu-

want everyone to have time,
have a little piece of the show™
Listencrs who've tuned in lately
have been exposed to the likes of
The Lanternjack, Roundhead,

Show" in the early 1990s.

*I wanted to get them recogni-
tion,” said Brown of local bands
in general. *I wanted some of
their music to be heard. There
wns nobody listening to them.
Nobody cared nbout these peo-
ple”

But Brown did. And she's
never stopped caring. With the
support of 89X, where she’s
worked for nine years, she's able
ta do her part.

Gutsy, very gutsy

“Most radio stations don't
want to take a chance with a
band that isn’t established.
They're afraid of taking
chances.” During her career in
radio, Brown snid she's scon
many *homeboys” shows come
and go. She said ultimately radio
stations “don’t want to waste
time with local bands.” “I've
watched every single radio sta-
tion (try it). They have not
stayed on the air long. They do it
because they think it's right. 88X
knows how important it is to
keep a handle on what's going on

Forge and Queen Bee. And that's
barely scratching the surface,

Hi. 'm in a band.

What local bands really need
to know to thrive, is how to pro-
mote themselves. Whether it's
radio or newspapers you're try-
ing to target, it's important to
reach out. If you're unsure, find
out who the music editor or dee-
Jjay is you want to reach, and call
or e-mail,

Don't be afraid to ask ques.
tiona, Get an address, fax num-
ber or e-mail address and let
them know when and where
you'ro playing. Give a few weeks
notice. Just finished a compact
disc? Send it in along with a
brief history of the band and a
way to contact you by phone.

Chances are if the music
sounds decent, you'll get a call
back — or even better, you'll gen-
erate something of a buzz,
Maybe Kelly Brown will play a
song on her show. Maybe I'll
write an article. It's can be sim-
ple a8 one word — promotion.

As Brown s:tid: “It hos to be a

on the street. Our list care
ubout what's going on. They real-
1y care about music. They love
our city”

Jefl Moehle, drummer of Knee
Deep Shag and former Qakland
County resident, snid the fact
that a radio station even has a
“homeboys”™ show says a lot
about its support of lacal bands.

With only 30 minutes to spot-
light locnl music once 8 week,
Brown has some major decision-
making to do. “It makes me fecl
Lad,” said the Detroit resident. *1
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Taylor on ... Growing up
It's no secret that Live is made
up of a group of friends. To each
other they are more than a band.
Taylor explains: "It's a pleasure
writing songs with these guys.
We wore truly boyhood friends,
To sce Ed's development into a
songwriter, watch the natural
maturity, it invigorates me.”

Taylor on .. The state of
rock 'n’ roll

*I would say Livas approach to
music {8 to remain pure and hon-
est. Not to rely on a definition of
a category or genre like rock and
roll...What is rock and roll now ia
music based on a kindred spirit
of sharing emotjon purely and
honestly in & way that has no
limitations, To me I see it ns
being an endless category”

What can ba found in his CD
player thece daya? Chances ore
you'll run across some of his
favorites: Johuny Cash, Willie
Nelson Billie Holiday (if he's in a
romantic mood), or Talking
Heada. Bui Taylor tends to stay
open to all kinds of music.

package, Information ia key. And
don't forget about the general
public. Hand out flyers on street,
send out mailer and e-mailers to
fans and friends. During perfor-
mances, announce when and
where you're performing next. It
could mean the difference
between o full house and an
empty club,

Sounding off

A few of Brown's picks for
promising loeal artists? With
thought and hesitation she sifts
through a list in her mind, too
vast to recite, and spouts out
names like The Go, Solid Frog,
P3 I Love You, Perplexa, Speed-
ball, Control Freq and, of course
her boy Kid Rock. "He’s one of
the first peoplo I played on ‘The
Homoboys Show.’ People get real-
ly fired up when someone from
Detroit makes it. But the great
thing about Bob (aka Kid Rock)
no matter where he is, what he's
doing...he'll always have some-
thing from Detroit...He won't for-

get us®

Not all bande sound like Kid
Rock. But perhapa the best part
about making music and being a
music lover in the Metro arca is
the diversity. Motown is no
longer known for one style of
music. From jazz and blues to
Brit pop and metal, there's some-
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Taylor on ... Life

“I'm living life one day at a
time. When you have tour
events, you get wrapped up in
day-to-day functions...I enjoy
every moment of every day and
leave everything clse to the
future.”

thing for everyone willing to lend
an ear.

“Detruit will never be a Scat-
tle,” said Brown. *There are so
many different bands. There's
music for everybody, always a
bar to go to.”

She remains optimistic nbout
the local music scene. *I have to
stay positive,” she said. "I wish
every radio station could have a
local show.” But she knows local
musicians don’t get the kind of
support they need.

Her advice to music lovers? It's
aimple. It's almost a mantra.
*“Support local music. Get up, go

And mld? ‘
g
fo rig s
bassist :
Patrick .
Dahlheimer,” .
singer -
Edward o
Kowalczyk,
drummer
Chad Gracey
and guitarist
Fhew ten
fven
up the State
heatre for a
sold out
crowd Nov.
10.
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For more Live check the Web at |
www.friendsoflive.com for video |
elipx or to hear the album before :
you buy it. If you don’t have tick-
ets to the band's sold out Nov. 10 .
show ot the State Theatre in |
Detroit, that'll be the closest dia- |
tance you’ll come to Live this |
time around. :

‘

)
out and sce a band, any band” '

Do it tonight. N

Listen for Kelly Brown on 88.7 *
FM, 89X Radio Windsor-Detroit
5:30 a.m. weekdays with Dean, '
and 10 p.m. Sundays on *The '
Homeboys Show.” Call (519} 792-
5000 to request your favorite
local music.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola !
writes about popular musie for »
the Observer & Eccentric Mews. |
papers. She can be reached at .
(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca- |
sola@oc.iomecomm.net. To send |
a fax, dial (734) 591-7279. it
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