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_POINTS OF VIEW

Efficient or

ov. John Engler last week transferred
responsibility for (a) adult and vocational
education ta the Department of Career
)} and (b) stats ed

tests (MEAP) to the Department of Treasury.

progroma previously had been run by the
Department of Education.
n.ﬂ] thl:;hgl:ti l?e h‘l::hllna in The Macomb

ly ca t just t: “Is Engler er
mad or just efficient?” ol pow

As evidence for the efficiency school of
thought, consider the shift of career and tech-
nical servicea and adult education to the
Department of Career Development.

I chaired the Job Training Coordinating
Commission during the 1980s. In those«days,
responsibility for job training and career devel-
opment wes inefficiently splattared all over
state government. That's why I thought it was

power mad?

WheAn it breaks,

ki

PHILIP POWER, )

tora to bean counters in the treasury?

As more evidence for the “power mad” pos-
sibility, conaider that of the seven members of
the Merit board, six are Engler appointees:

right for Engler to create the new Dep: Mark M , head of Treasury; Barbara
of Carecr Development; it concentrated respon- | Bolin, di of Career Develo t; Kath-
sibility and bility for lated loen Barclay, vice of glaba! human
programs and job into one admini for General Motors; Clark Durant,
tive unit, who tl igned from the State Board of
Now moving staff overseeing adult educa. | Ed after missing the majority of ita
tion and vocational schools, includi; i ings during his last three years; Isaiah
al at o H to the Career | “Tke® McKinnon, former Detroit police chief;

Development department makes sense for the
same reason. It strategically links adult and
vocational education together with community
colleges in one coherent part of atate govern-
ment.

Given how important high ekills are for
Michi; kida and busi alike, I can only
applaud Engler's move.

As evidence supporting the powermad ¢
charge, consider what the governor has done to
the MEAP program,

MEAP stands for the Michigan Educational
A Pry o ding, writ-

ing, science and math, with social science to be
added soon. Eleventh graders who pass all
tests can be awarded $2,500 Merit college
scholarships, beginning with the June 2000

_graduating closs,

Resaponsibility for the MEAP test has been

" in the hands of the Department of Education

for years. Under its leadership, the test has
been one of the most powerful tools for school
reform because it assesses what kids actually

and one person yet to be named.
(The seventh board member is Art Ellis,

g news is a reporter’s adrenaline
rush, N
‘When an exciting story breaks, it’s a
reminder to many of ue why we got into newspa-
per reporting in the first place. It's being on the
scene, in the middle of the excitement, getting
there first and getting the best information.

Friday was that kind of day at the Observer's
Livonia office when a breaking news story set
off the reporter’s alarm just aa the working day
began and just half a mile away,

Fortunately, the chemical fire at McGean-
Rohceo did not cause serious injury. But for sev-
eral hours there was an anticipation of disaster
that d appropriately ghoulish for Hal-
loween weekend.

That's the other side of the reporter’s rush.
It's always the big complaint about newspaper
people, that they love disasters, scandals, bad
news. While no one I know would ever want a
disaster to occur, it is true that reporters
reapond with heightened energy when one does
occur. And while some readers complain, most
avidly read about the disaster before moving on
to other stories. And knowing about disasters
helpa us find ways to prevent them in the
future.

As a reporter I have covered house fires, car

id drug raids and a couple low-rent mur-

who gets his seat b he is 81 int
of Education.)

Excepting Ellis, who runs the Department
of Educstion, none of the Merit Board mem-
bers has any background in K-12 administra-
tion, curriculum development or education
reform. Murray, who chairs the Merit board, is
widely regarded as a sanc and thoughtful guy,
but he doesn't know much about-educational
assessments,

Members of the State Board of Education
— who are elected statewide (and, therefore,
not under Engler's thumb) — blasted the
move.

*It makes no sense at all to pull responsi-
bility for the MEAP test away from educators
and give it to peaple who know nothing about
testing,” said member Sharon Gire, a former
D ic stato Dorothy
Beardmore, 2 Republi ber from
Rochester, pointed out that “testing is very

hnical, It should be based on curriculum ~

learn in school and provides solid
where individual schools need to do better.

*  Last year, however, in creating the Merit
scholarship program and linking it to MEAP
test results, the legislature created a new
Michigan Merit Award Board. This provided a

ient rationale for moving ight of
MEAP tests from the education folks to, of all
places, the Department of Treasury.

The relevant paragraph from the gover-
nor's press releasa read: “Because the law
requires that the Michigan Merit Award Board
review and approve the assessment tests
before they may be used to determine eligibili-
ty under the schalarship program, the reapon-
sibility for the administration of MEAP is
tranaferred to the Dep t of Treasury.”

What's that? Tranafer responsibility for
tho biggest tool for school reform from educa-

L

1

standards, which remain in the Department of
Education. There is no logic at all in the MEAP
move.”’

Forget all the hot air coming out of the
governor's office about better coordination of
the MEAP test with the Merit scholarship. The
purpose of the MEAP test is not to determine
whao gets Merit acholarships; the purpose of the
MEAP test is to improve education.

pure grab for power.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, cither by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net
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Friday, November 12th at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 13th at 11:00 am. s &

Sunday, November 14th at Noon

| FREDR ALET PARKING ALL SALE DATES

Featuting palntings, rugs, and furnliure from the coliection of R. de Forest (Bob) Milne of Detroit. A
fine seloction of odental sugs featuring semi-antique Sarouk Persian rugs In throw to room sizes, art,
flne jewelry and many other fine pieces of furnlture and decorative ans. Friday arx Saturday feature

a collection of ant glass ark! Victoran glass from

3

Julien Dupre, (French 1851-1910) , ot on canvas,
19° 3227 Sunday #2008

George Brown, N. A, Fduard Von Grutzne, oll
B U1913), Mion on board, 11°» 10,
i 24" 19", Sun. 22033 200

the Exate of Marilyn Stafford, Troy.

Witliama Shayes, St, (English 1785-1875), oil an canvas,
20° 2 37", Sunday #2005

< porcelain dock, h. Phoends
" Sunday #2045

Meisaen 1!
27°,1. 20",

ders. But the biggest “rush” was a story that
turned from minute by minute excitement to 8.
numbing sadness and, finally, to an impotent
rage.,

I was a very young reporter for the Lorain
Journal in Ohio. Lorain is a steel town on the
north Erie shore, It is also the home of Ameri-
can Shipbuilding. Early one morning the news
editor heard there was a fire at the shipyard.
Jim Mahony was one of those old newsmen who
slept with his police scanner and knew the
name of everybody in town and all their rela-
tives. He said “Go,” and a photographer and [
weat.

We got there just after the fire department
and just before the police, which meant that we
got down into the yard. A fire was engulfing the

we’ll be there

pher of the year.

The time in the yard allowed meo to talk to
several workers who gave their theories about
what might hove caused the fire, theoriee dis-
puted by company management. But soon the
police arrived and escorted me to the gate where
reporters from the Cleveland newépapers and
television stations had finally arrived,

We set up headquarters in a bar across the
street, constantly feeding information back to
our city editors. One of the competing .
was Joe Esterhas, who would soon leave Cleve-
land for Hollywood to become a controversial
screenwriter. At this time he was just an obnox-
ious big city reporter.

The story shifted time and agein. Finally, it
was confirmed, four workers were dead.

The owner of the shipbuilding company came
to town for damage control. He was the already
rich but not yet famous George Steinbrenner.
Many of those qualities of arrogance and
abruptness that have marked his reign as owner
of the New York Yankees were already on dis-
play during this crisis, I was probably judging
him unfairly under the circumstances, but hia
manner left n lnsting and disturbing impression.

Though stories like this and the McGean-
Rohco firc are the exception, they are an impor-
tant part of what news people do. We compete to
be at a place first because it allows us to get
information we might have trouble getting later.
We compete to get to the right people in a timely

new Roger Blough, a U.S. Steel freighter that
was undergoing final pr ions for launch.
Billows of black smoke and licks of orange
flame made a dramatic sight but also were
warning that this mighty freighter might blow
at any minute. That didn't deter the brave fire-
fighters who ran into the smoke in search of
hipworl The ph her, Kurt Smith,
took a heartbreaking photo of a firefighter car-
rying out a }limp body that won national awards
and led to his selection as newspaper photogra-

itp toput a
better face on a bad situation.,

But as a community newspaper, we also are
very careful to understand what is going on and
report it accurately, fairly and, we hope, com-
passionately.

When news breaks, we'll be there.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of The
Observer Newspapers. He can reached at (734)
953.2149, by fax at (734) §91-7279 or by e-mail

her@oe. k.
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It's hard to see anything here other thana -

. Seniors get !
the care they need
and the respect
they deserve at
Sunrise Assisted

Living.

Call or visit a Sunrise Assisted Living
community to meet our dedicated, caring staff’
and experience a truly bome-like
quality care alternative for seniors.

Our residents bencfit from:

® Wellness program supervised by licensed

nursing staff
245,

ing staff and

o Individuatized service plans to meet specific carc

needs of residents

¢ Incontinence management program
¢ Three delicious meals a day and snacks
* Activities, social programs and weekly excursions

® Scheduled transportation

® Weekly housekeeping and laundry service

100L. wnusiug |
OPPORIUNITY  :

Farmington Hills
248-538-9200

(Models Now Openl)
29681 Middlebelt Road

Farmington Hills
Northville:
734-420-4000
(Information Center
Now Open?)
16100 Haggerty Road
Northville
Rochester:
248-601-9000

(Now Open!)
500 East University Drive
Rodester -

Visit or Call
Today!
'3

ASSISTED LIVING® |

No appointment necessary. Walk-ins are welcome!




