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Mystery writer throws fans a
% | ‘Hanging Curve’ in newest book

crew take us on a kind of tour of
ths Midwest in the Roaring "20s.
Here, encountered on a road trip,
are the speakeasies of Detroit,

“Hanging Curve” Soos
Eensington 853 T

For those of you who have
been waiting, here iz another
imaginative tale
by Troy Soos,

SRS —
; Y suthor of such

. mysteries as

e “The Cincinnati

RNy Red Stalkings*

X and *Hunting a
e Detroit Tiger.™

For readers
who aren’t yet
familiar with
Soos’ work,
“Haouonging
Curve” iz a good place to begin
your relationship. Though this
unpretentious, slightly off-beat
whodunit marks another adven-
ture in the life of fictitious major
leaguer Mndmy Rawlings, it's not

nocessary to read Soos’ previous
stories to find reat pleasure in
this one,

It's also not necessary tobe a
sports fan, or even a mystery
maven, for that matter. If you

" simply enjoy a thought-provok-

ing story, propelled briskly for-
ward by some colorful characters
and played out against an
suthentie, finely-atched back-
ground, you’ll find “Hanging
Curve® a real winner.

As the story opens, we find
ourselves in St. Louis, Mo, It is
1922, the beginning of spring,
that “exhilarating time of ysar
when .200 hitters imagine win-
ning the batting championship,
dead-armed plu:hers feel strong
enough to win thirty games, and
St. Louu baseball fans believe
that this will be the yeer the
Browns finally capture an Amer-
ican League pennant.”

At 30, veteran utility infielder
Rawlings (recently traded to the
Browns from the Cincinnati
Reda) isn't particularly dreamy-

really loaing hope that this year
hell get the chance to do some-
thing other than warm the bench
and that, somehow, hell become
an integral, heroic part of a
championship season.

Life does throw him a curve,
however, and we're around to sce
how be Bandles it, One night, a
talented pitcher for a semi-pro
team called the East St. Louis

fate. He is hanged from the back-
stop at Cubs Park. The Cubs are
an all-black team which handily
defsated an all-white semi-pro
team the day before, while a

-todnz group from the local
Ku Klux Kilan locked on.

Who murdersd the Negro
pitcher? Was it certain membera
of the all-white team who had
been embarrassed at the plate
that day by the young pitcher’s
prowesa? Was his death a lynch-
ing, instigated by the Klan? Or
was his life anuffed out for rea-
sons that had nothing to do with
tho game of baseball?

Mainly because he has played.
in the gam t the Cubs (as
an illegal "ringer®), Rawlinga
eoon finds himself involved in
tracking dnwn the killer or
killers, in his efforts is
hu old pal/Earl Landfors, a dis-

and  baseball team some news-
papers have nicknamed the
" Here is a Klan picnic in
the heart of Indiana, where “one
out of every three white Protes.
tant men was a Klanaman,
including the governor and the
mayor of Indianapolis.” Here are
the ted r trains,
where blacks could not ride in
white cars, and whitea could not
ride in black cara and smaller
segregated atationa provided no
eating or restroom facilities for
black travelers. Here is a tonso-
rial parior in Indisnnpolis,
where a black barber is forbid-
den by law to cut a white man's
hair, although he can lawfully
cut the same man's hair at a dif-
ferent location downtown. Here
are dreambooka and Moxie and
Marmons and Black Swan
Records and "Orphans of the
Storm” and McClure'’s magazine
and seersucker suits and bow
tiea and jaunty straw boaters.

Throughout the story, real-life
characters make cameo appear-
ances. You'll catch n glimpse of

dinala star Rogera Hornaby

und

.;-l,--.. Py

b,

(a of the KKK), plue

d to
champiumu the righta of the
underdog.

Also mmigg the fray this time
around is new acquaintanca
Franklin Aubury, a highly
knowledgeable Negro attorney
who goes to bat for tha cause of
justice. Rawlings' live-in lover,
former actress and Hollywood
stuntwoman Margie Turner,
rounds out the main cast (and
also a secret of her
Uth)l' before the story is played
out).

t.hoytry;nmnthanllnlm

eyed about his’own’abilities: "‘mw the ground and stave off fur-

Still, he hnnxs in tham. never

ther bloodshed, Rawllng: and

BOOK HAPPENINOS

tightfieted Cardinale
manager/owner Branch Rickey,
buu'bull commissioner Kenesaw
M Landis, “the ferocious™
Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth Grover
Cleveland Alexander and super-
stars Coo! Papa Bell and Oscar
Charleston of the Negro Nation-
ul League, along with many oth-
ers.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia free-
lance writer who specializes in
book and theater reviews. You
can reach her by voice mail at
(734) 953-2045, then press 1854,

Book Happenings features
cvents at suburban bonktloru,
libraries and literary g

Friday, Nov. 12, at Borders Books
& Music In the Novi Tovin Center.

Send news leads to Kecly W_m:»-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-
Ppapers, 36251 Schoolcrafd, Livo-
nia, M1 48150, or fax them to
(734) 591. 7279 or e-mail to

net

POETRY WDRRW

Uinda Slenklewicy, a published
poet and member of Detrolt
Women Writers, wlll discuss cre-
ative techniques to enhance poet-
ry writing, Slenkiewlcz wlll appear
from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7,
ot Borders Books & Muslc in
Rochester Hills, All lavels of writ-
ers are welcome, Call (248) 652-
0558, or visit the store on
Rochaster Road to sign up in
advance,

AUTHOR LUNCREON

Award-winning author Ann Tumer
will be the guest spaaker at the
Bth onnual Young at Heart
Luncheon, sponsored by the
StoryTellars Guild of The
Community Housa, 380 S. Bates
In Blrmingham, The
Massachusotts-bom Tumer has
written fiction and non-fiction
books, In addition to poetry. The
purpose of StoryTellers Is to
enrich the (ives of the young and
young at heart through exposure
to literature. Luncheon only tick-
ats for the 12:30 p.m, Nov, 48
event are $35, patron tickets are
$100. For reservations call The
Community House at {(248) 594
6405.

The Mother-Daughter Book Group
will discuss *Father Arcana's
Daughter® at 7:30 p.m. Yhursday,
Nov, 11, at Borders Books &
Music in the Novl Town Center,
New members are always wet
coma In the group,

FOR KIDS
Spot the Dog, created by Eric Hill,

©7 Toddlier Time. Hear this “nlna
tele and take home a photo of -
your ¢hild with Spot for 3 $1

to Paws With a Cause.

The program s set for 7 p.m,

The Michigan Humanitles Councll
and the Friends of the Livonia
Public Library present Literary
Outsiders: Contemporary Volces.
This serles at the Carl Sandburg
Library In Livonia offers & coltec-
tion of stories of love, betroyal,
mystery and madnass, stories
that lay bare the terrible lies of

+ love and madness that bind us
all. Femily Dancing s the last pro-
gram In the series and takes
place at 7 p.m. Tuesdey, Nov. 9,
The Carl Sandburg Library I3
loceted at 30100 W. Seven Mile.
Call {248) 4760700 for detalls.

B Noted children’s suthor Jans
Braskin Zalben celebrates har
fove of food and ert In her new
cookbook *To Every Season: A
Famlly Holiday Cookbook.*
Zalben wiil make an appearance
at the Farmington Hllls Borders at
noon, Nov, 13, for 8 book signing
&nd discussion, “To Every
Season” [a & collsction of recipes

Nov. 16 at Paperback-N-Things,

_ 8044 Wayne Road, Westland and

7-9 p.m, Friday, Nov. 19 at
Waldenbooks, 30200 Plymouth
Road, Livonia,

B Farmington Observer reporter
and Livonis resldent Tim Smith will
sign coples of his new book,
“Miracle Birth Stories of Very
Premature Bables - Little Thumbs
upt®

. Dec. 21, 1 p.m,,
Waldenbooks, Lakeside Mall, Hall
Road, Sterling Halghts. (810)
2470420,

Thursday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m, Borders
Booka and Muslc, Oakland Mall,
14 Mile Road. Troy.
Smith can be contacted directly
at (248) 477-5450.

BORDERS FARMINGTON

Borders Books & Music In
Famnington Hi!s otfers a number
of speclal programs and events
during the month of November.

W G. Lawrence Klayman, the win-
ner of severa! awards, will display
his botanical images In the

store’s cafe throughout the
(:' every hollday “'v’m"%'“ month. Klaymu\"?work has been
metica, from New Yesr's Day 5
end C to C ond shown in many gallerles and |s

Kwanzsa. The store I8 {ocated on
Orchard Lake north of 13 Mile
Road. '

8 Meet Andrew Meachom, a jour-'
nallst for the mental health indus-
try, as he signs coples of his new
boek. “Selling Serenlty; Lite
the Recovery Stars.” This

book chronicles the key events

* thet brought recovery center
steago in America. Meacham will
appear at the Borders Books &
Muslc store, 5601 Mercury Orive
in Dearbom, starting et 7:30 p.m.
‘Wednesday, Nov. 17. For more
information, call (313) 271-4441,

4 Dr, Joanne T. Jorefowskl will
slgn coples of her naw book “The
Phoenix Phenomenon: Rising
From the Ashes of Grief,” 7:30
p.m. Friday, Nov. 12, at the West
_Bloomfieki Barnes and Nobie
Bookstore, The store is loceted
#8300 Orchard Lake Road, *

® Romance author Marian
Edwards » copies of “Heav-
en's Reward” 1-8 p.m. Tuesday,

ly on display ot several
sltes nround Michigan,

B Retuming to present her work-
shop *Millennlum Cure: Get Your
Lfe In Ordar,* iris Underwood can
help people gain healthy emotion-
8l and mental contral of their
lives by helping them write thelr
own personal misslon statements
for Y2K, 7 p.m, Wednasday, Nov.
10.

The store |s located at 30995
Orchard Lake Roed, north of 13
Mile Road.

JCC BOOK FAIR

The Jowlsh Community Center Is
holding hold Its annual Jewish
book falr now though Nov. 14.
Included In the event Is the
authors minkfalr 11 a.m. to 4
pm. Sunday, Nov, 7. The falr wiil
take place at the centor’s facill-
tlea in West Bloomfisid and In
Ook Park, More than 30 speakers
will appear, and entertainment
willl be provided {both free). Call
the center for additional Informa-
tion, (248) 662-7648.



