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ouple on a Harley take anything but an easy ride

BY DOUG JOHNSON
STAYY WRITER

This July, Jeff and Kim Dold of
Garden City rode their 1999
Harley-Davidson Electroglide
Classic on a Jittle cross-country
juunt that wae a classic in its
owa right.

Eighteen stutes. Eighteen
days. Mere than 7,200 miles,
Four-hour summer downpours in
Chicago. Death Valley st the
height of the afternoon heat.

You need a lot of sunscreen

. when the temperoture is 126°.

It was abl port of their summer
vocation and a longtime dream
to go cross country on Jeff's
Hurley.

They started in Michigan,
went down o [ateratate 80 and
across Indiona and Illineis inte
the Chlcnso areu in search of the
legendary Ro

The route t}w: Jahn Steinheck
called “The Mother Road” starts
outside of Chicago. In meny
places, it is no longer there, it's
simply covered by freeways. In
other places, it can be driven on.

The duo went down tc St,
Louis, ncross Missouri and Okla-
homa,

They stopped at “Cedillac
Ranch” in the Texas panhandle.

There really are nearly a dozen
Cadillacs upended in the Texas
plain west of Amarillo, roughly
midway between Chicago and
L.A. Two hundred yards south of
1-40 #ix miles west of Amarillo,
where old US-66 reioins the
interstate, the rusty hulks of 10
clussic Caddies are front end-
down in the dirt.

In August 1997 the Cadillzcs
got snother 16 minutes of fume
when the artist decided to dig
them up ond move them o mile
west from where they'd been - to
escape Amarillo sprawl.

On to New Mexico, where they
stayed in Albuguerque, saw the
Petrified Forest National Park in
Arizona and took a side trip
north up to Four Corners —
where the corners of New Mexi-
co, Arizona, Utah and Colorado
meet, A small monument marks
the spot.

Sup osedly, if you are limber
cnouuﬁ, you can use two feet and

Falling Water: Kim Dold's picture of Shoshone Falls in Idaho reveals one of many
spectacular sights the couple saw on their trip west.

Travelers: Kim and Jeff Dold during their cross-coun-
try trip stopped at the Grand Canyon.

two hands and have part of your-
self in four states.

“We stayed on an Indian reser-
vation that night,” Jeff said.

'hat was sfter o visit to Monu-
ment Valley. Then they went
into Grand Canyon Natlonal
Perk, stayed in the park at a

lodge and got fogged in.

The next day brought the Ari-
zona weather known us monsoon,
a short season of powerfu) rain
and thunderstorme that arrives
every aummer. “The temperature
was about 160," Kim said. Near
Beligman, Ariz, they got back an

Do you have a good idea for a travel story?

Wc are looking for stories and
pictures about people who love to
travel,

Have you been to any faraway
places?

Becn to places n day’s drive

from southeastern Michigan?
Had any funny, unuauul or
travel
Gone on any noteble cruises or
group tours?

tacting arts and entertainment
editor Keely Wygonik by phone
at (734) 953-2105; by fox at (734)
691-7279; or by e-mail at kwygo-
nik® oe. homecomm.net

If 80, tell us about it by con-
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Enjoy & BounceBack Weekend®
st Hilton and relsx for less.
When was the last time you did
absolutely nothing? Enjoyed psm-
poring that made a few days feet
like 8 yacation? AHilton  FROM
BounceBackWaeekend

provides everything you  Rarisolt
nead o rest and revive. Plus
iecaive a frog Contingntal brook-
fast of crodit tovvards a full bregk-
fast {at Hilton Suitas you'll receive 8
tull Amarican txeakfast end
ovening beverage recaption). You
can maka your BounceBack
Weekand ressrvations st
www.hitton.com/bounceback

Hilton Toledo 216-447-1300 §74

Hiiton Garden Inn® Plymouth 248-420-0001 886
Hilton Grand Repids Airport 616-867-0100 880

Hilton nn Southfiold 248-367-1100 875806

Hilton Northfield 248-879-2100 696

Hilton Novi 248-343-4000 $89-806

Hilton Suites Auburn Hills 248-334-2222 609 .

Hilton Suitas Detrait Metro Airport 734-7289200 879

Hiton Toronto 416-969-3456 8168-8196 (Canadian)
Hiton Toronto Airport 806-677-9900 8118 (Canadian)
Hitton Windsor 6183736656 6129-8139 (Canadian)
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the Detroit srss Hiltons listad,
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Electrogllde: Jeff Dold
and his wife rode to Cali-
fornia and back on this
Har:

8 part of old Route 86.

Froj , on the western
edge of Arizona, into Las Vegas
is one of the more desolate drives

in America,

“Thst's where we rin out of
gas.” Jeff Dold said. No ore
stopped to help, and they sot for
several hours, Kim said. Eventu-
ally it was the cops at Hoover
Dam who came out and rescued
them.

it was in Yegaw they relied on
their only resl advanced reserva.
tion, for the Mirsge. They came
in st 11 p.m. and were Jucky
enough to be upgraded to a pent-
house suite for $76.

On into California they rode,
where they visited San Francis-
<o, Fisherman's Wherf, China-
own and then r.-losed the day at
a blues bar,

Turning eastward, they went
to Yoeemite (“our favorite spot”
says Jeff) and then zipped to
Monou Leke (directly east of the
perk) and saw the calcium fos-
mations, then drove to Lake
Tuhoe.

The next duy they were off to
Idsho to see the speclacular
Shoshone Falls at the city of
Twin Falls

“Yellowstone was n quick drive
through. We saw snow at the
higher elevations, and we went
ﬂ‘:;'zugj: some of it at night,” Jeff
[

They stayed in Cody outside
the eastern edge of Yellowstone
Park then drove to Gillette and
on up to Deadwood, 8.D., then
mude 8 nostalgic stop st Sturgis,
8.D., where bikers meet for a
Bikers’ Bash every summer,

From there they traveled to
Mount Rushmore National
Memorial, the Badlands National
Park, and famous Wall Drugs
whose ubiguitous highway signs
advertising the stare’s many sup-
posed charms make it difficult
not to get curious enough Lo stop,

At this point Kim had to fly
home to return to work.

Then, it was a dash across
southern Minnesota, und sum-
mer rainstorm ordeal in Chicago,
then back hwme to Michigan.

Family was not forgotten. They
took a8 ﬂ:ger and a cellular tele-
pbonn case Kim's son wanted
to call,

The couple have been in 26
states in their travels and hope
to sce 10 new ones on the next

big ride, this time out East.
Bome thicge are definitely dif-
lemnt luvclln' on a bike. Kim

“'lou un ‘'t pack & lot, You
have to do laundry often. You
need plenty of sunscreen. There
are 8 ot of stops. The bike gets
good mileage, but it has a five-
gullon tank. After 120 miles you

Kiw works for McKesson, o
pharmaceutical computer sys-
teis company; Jeff is a produc-
tion worker at General ann
power train plant in ¥

Ride-along buddies were
another couple on ancther
Harley, Tony snd Debbie Knicr-
im of Newport, Mich.

Jeff did sll the driving for the
Dolds, while Kim concentrated
on phuwgraphy. including pic-:
tures of everyone hol up the
Garden City Observer.

Great Escapes festures various
travel news items. Send news.
leads, story idess or your awn,
travel adventures fo Kea/y
Wygonik, Observer & Eccentric.
Newspopers, 36351 School-
craft, Livonia, 48150 or fax to
(734)591-7279 or e-mall to
hwygon/k® oe. homecomm. net

CHRISTMAS ON RALS :
The Bluewater Michigan Chap-
ter of the National Railway His-
torical Society will sponsor
D ber trips to F }
and Crossroads Village. Once at
the village, participants will ride
on the Huckleberry Railroad.
Tours also include a trip to Bron-
ner's, dinner at the Bavariss Inn
(hoth in Frankenmuth) end a
trip to Crossroads end a train
shop tour, Buses leave from
Dearborn's Bicentennial Library
(Dec, 4), Royal Oak's Amtrak/
bue station (Dec, )1), and Livo-
nia’s Ford Field (Dec. 18) at 11
8.m, 8nd you can expect to be
hack by 11 p.m. For tickets and
maore information, call Bluewator
;L%{&) 541-1000 or (800) 694-
162, .

The “BIG 7”
Freeway Updates

Every 15 minutes

Only on 760 am Qud LiJ

The “BIG 7" always in this order'

I-94

' 1-96
1-696

1-275

I-76

Southfield Freeway

The Lodge

(and any other problem areas)

i We're taking the guest work out of traffic!
The “BiG 7" Freeway Updates -- 7 days o week, 24 hours a day -
and every 15 minutes when you necd it the most
during morning and afternoon drivetime.




