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TODAY

MONDAY

Counclis meet: With the
election past, both Farm-
ington and Farmington
Hills city councils will get
down to business. The
Hills meeting is at 7:30
p.m.; Farmington’s starts
at 8 p.m.

Buyer beware: Farming-
ton Hills Consumer Pro-
tection Committee meets
at 7 p.m. in City Hall,

VEDNESDAY
Crime watch: Farmington
Hills Crime Prevention
Committee meels at 6:30
p.m. in City Hall.

Public hearing: Farming-
ton Hills Planning Com-
mission has a public
hearing at 7:30 p.m.

CSX railroad company
will close Novi Road
between 10 Mile and
Grand River in Noui
Tuesday and Wednesday,
Nov. 16-17, so that the
company can make
repairs to its railroad
crossing. During the clo-
sure, the detour route will
be Grand River, Meadow-
brook and 10 Mile roads.
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Thinking about a new car
or a good second car?
You'll find a huge selection
of auto ads in today's
HomeTown Classifieds
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is arraigned Friday. |
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Man charged in carjacking

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BrAry W
loconnor@oe.homecomm.net

As  his crack
i ddict

was charged in connection with car.
jacking n 92.ycar-old Farmington Hills
woman's vehicle Nov, 3. Judge Fred
Harris imposed n cash bond of $1 mil-
lion. A preliminary exam will take

raged, authoritios
say n Southfield
man's crime wave
became more daring
and dangerous.
A woek-long car.
- jacking investiga.
tion ended with the man’s arrest
Wednesday night, capping off with
what authorities describe ag a bizarre
chain of events.
On Friday, Loaiy Sabnh Frances, 32,

place Friday, Nov, 24.

Carjacking is a felony punishable by
up to Jife in prison.

Frances also faces similar charges in
connection with a carjacking that took
place in the Farmer Jock parking lot
on Eight Mile and Grand River in Live-
nia Wednesday afternoon.

The suspect has nine theft or
shoplifting nrrests in Farmington
Hilis, Southficld, Redford and Livonia
dating back to May 1998, police aaid.
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More than 200 pqople turned out to

honor a_woman jwhose life was
. marked by Inatilling an enduring

spirit into othors, |

Lois Margaret Vpgnozzi died Nov.
8 after a five-year battle with ovarinn
concer. Sho was 71

During a t‘uncrn] service at Mercy
Center Chapel Saturday, many
recalled Loia as tho wife, mother,
“warnnlist and friend who taught oth-
era how to appreciato life,

The Rev. Jnmfu Wright of St.

Service: Father Jim Wright delivers the homily during Saturday's funeral service for Lois
Vagnozzi at Mercy Center Chapel. The wife of former Farmington Hills mayor Aldo Vagnozzi
died Monday after a five-year battle with ovarian cancer.

Hundr,éds pay tribute to Lois Vagnozzi

Alexander's Catholic Church cele-
brated Mana.

Thoao {n attendance included elect-
ed and city officials from Farmington
Hills and Farmington, (riends from
Church of St. Alexander and others
whom Lois touched with her warmth,

Family members offered insight to
what made Lois Vagnozzi stand out.

Her husband of 50 years solemnly
recited a reading from the Proverbs,
which extols "The Wifo of Noble
Charactor.”

“As I read this, you can sca it was
written for Lois,” Aldo said.

“Many women have done
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admirable things, but none as many
ns you Lois.”

Daughter Baorbara Vagnozzi
Fleeter rend a passageé from Corinthi-
ana, which celebrates love. Her moth.
er recited the same reading at Bar-
bara's wedding.

“And now theae three things
remain: faith, hope and love,” Bar.
bara sald, “And the greatest of these
ia love.”

Daughter Nancy's tribute drew
smiles and laughter, As she wiped
away an occasional tear, Nancy rolat-
od how Lois inspired her as a writer
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*This is the typical pattern of n per-
son who has n sorious drug eddiction
problem,” Hills police Chief Blll Dwyer

said,

“He indicated he's had a drug habit
for the last 10 years. Wo know hla fam-
ily had a PPO (personal protection
order) on him, They had given up all
hope.”

At 3:16 p.m. Wedneaday, a 65-year-
old Farmington Hilla woman was
robbod and forced into her 1898 Ponti-
ac Transport van. She managed to
escape unhurt.

That night, South Oakliand Narcotics
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School
chief backs
MEAP
proposal

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpeari@oc.homocomm.net

Farmington Public Schools Superin-
tendent Robert Maxfield and two con-
cerned district parents spoke Tucadny
in Lansing in support of a pair of pro-
posals by state Rep. Andrew Raczkows-
ki (R-Farmington Hills) to permit par-
onta to keep the controversinl MEAP
scores off their children's transcripts.

“It's really n good, common-sense,
straightforward approach to unravel-
ing o thorny problem,” Maxfield said of
House Bills 4104 and 4105.

Raczkowski said his bil
parents “a window of time’
after roceiving their children'’s test
results — “to decide whether or nat” to-

have tho MEAP scores on the tran-' '

scripts.

Current leginlation requires MEAP
scores = which purport to show how
students and districts are doing
statowide - to be placed on the tran-
scripts,

Before, the enly official MEAP refer-
ence was on high school diplomas: An
endorsement by the strte based on the
MEAP.

Putting MEAP test results on the
transcripts — thus making them “n
matter of permanent record,” as Mox-
field put it - has angered many parents
into keeping their children from taking
the MEAP,

‘The parents are concerned that poor
MEAP performances will hinder their
children’s chances of being accepted by
their college or university of choice, he
said.

But on the other hand, the superin-
tondent said, Farmington parents are
snying “if we had that assurnnce” -
that poor MEAP scores could be kept
from the transcripts = “of course our
kids would take that test.”

Beth Grossman, the mother of Harri-
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Bush reflects on term as Farmington mayor

BY RICHARD PEARL
BrAre
rpeari®oe.homecomm.net

~Two glorious years,”

That's how Mayor Mary L. Busgh, the
City of Farmington's top elected offi-
clal, feels as she propares to rolinquish
tho gavel Monday night.

. “It's really and truly boen two glori-
‘ous years, it roally hos,” says Bush,

“It's beon n plgasure, I've beon
extremoly honored and proud to sorve
a8 mayor” and serve Farmington's citi-
z0ns. .

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTATY WRSTER .
loconn: eoomm.net

With every accolade laid upon her, Farming-
ton Hills firofighter Sholly Hall'a eyos shifted
upward thon downward like Houdini looking for

a trap door.
If there's a

burn'ing housa or a person in car-
diac arrest, Hall is the first in line to help, But
have the fivo-ycar firefighter stand in front of
an audience to accopt the department’s highest
honor and she's as uncomfortablo as a lobater

Although she
continucs as couns
cilwoman until
2001, her mayorul
term onds during
tho 8 p.m. Nov. 16
meeting at City
Hall when she and
the other council
members choose
her auccessor.

The city charter
requires that, every two years, tho
countil select one of its own as mayor.

Mary Bush

'Fireﬁighter avoids limelight,
excels in heat of emergencies

that's ambled next to a boiling pot of water.
Hall, 28, is the Farmington Hills Firefighter
of the Yesr, Sho meckly accepted the honor dur-
ing the dopartment’s annunl banquet at
William Coatick Activities Conter Nov. B.
“I'm really o shy person,” said Hall, n 1888
North Farmington High graduate. *I'a nat as

shy ua 1 used to bo, though,

“As o firefighter, you havo, to deal with the
public and you have to be nble to communicate
with them, especially in timen of atress.”

If recont tradition is followed, it will
be Bill Hartsock, who's boon mayor pro
tem.

Howover, there are no gunrantees,
because the council can choose any
member.

Another interesting election Mondny
night will be that of Hartsock's succea-
aor as mayor pro tom.

Councilwaman JoAnne McShane
was the top vote-getter in winning re-
election Nov, 2, totaling 805, and could
succeed Hartsock.

Bush waa the top vote-getter two
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yeara ago when she beeame mayor.

Bush say she won't miss the time-
demands of being mayor.

“You're really expected to attend vir-
tually all the events and represent the
city” at most everything, she says.

That includes the 10 civil weddings
she performed. The domands of her
real estate brokernge also was a factor,

But she'll “never forget® being mayaor:
“I've had opportunities to do things 1
never would have been able to do® -
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Hall of famer: North Farmington grad Shelly Hall
is the Farmington Hills Fircfighter of the Year.



